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-artiving1 in Toon Tay Beaumont nuf. 
tened to Sir Edward Staiiley's, being ex- 
tremely impatiem to ſee her nicce'; the was te- 

_ ceived „ che warmeſt proofs of affeckion and? 
eſteem, although her friends were evidently! 
hurt at the * and languor which pervaded 

Vor, II. B | her 
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her whole perſon 3 having an ra 

ſpare, ſhe choſe no longer to keep Lady Stanley 

in ignorance of the fate of Wiſs Rivers, par- 

| ticularly as ſhe judged it might. afford a ſtriking 

leſſon to Miſs Maybank ; ſhe therefore unfolded 
the whole affair relative to Sir William and her, 

placed the .charaQer of Miſs Rivers in the moſt 

amiable point of view, dwelt upon her repen- 

tance and exemplary death, and concluded with 

obſerving, that although ſhe could by no means 

exculpate her ſon, yet ſhe thought the ill advice 

and diſſipated conduct of the mother, had gone 

further lengths towards the ruin of the unfortu- 

nate girl, than any premeditated deſign on his 

part, or want of virtue on her's. Miſs May- 

bank was drowned in tears and Lady Stanley 

overwhelmed with ſurpriſe during this {; recital. 

“ Both Sir Edward and myſelf, ſaid ſhe, per- k 

ceiving Lady Beaumont was filent, have enter- 3 

tained various conjectures reſpecting Miſs Ri- 

vers, and, at one time, we ſuppoſed Sir William 

was fond of her; but when we underſtood lhe 

was gone to France with her mother, we gave 

up the idea, and imagined the embarraſſment 

of their affairs had induced them to live abroad ; 

that Mrs. Rivers had been imprudent and ex- 

travagant we well knew; but we piticd her re- 

duced fituation ; little did I ſuppoſe ſhe was ca- 

pable of deſerting an only child: and figuring 

away upon an income which ought to _ fil- 

led her with ſhame and remorſe ! what an un- 

feeling worthleſs woman ſhe, muſt be !—poor 

Miſs Rivers l—may her fad fate awaken her 

infatuated mother to a ſenſe of her unworthy. 

conduct; and may it teach the youthful mind 

to ans all „r ſchemes of e and 
Kreatnels, 
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greatneſs, and eren, ftrelf to the decrees of 
Providence!“ 

Miſs May bank retürned home with her aunt, 
and next morning «they, had a viſit from Mr. 
Thornhill, and Mr. Thompſon the manners 
and converſation of the latter pleaſed Lady Beau- 
mont extremely, and ſhe flattered herſelf Sir 
William would derive great advantages from a 
companion, fo ſenſible and well-informed. Mr. 
Thornhill having ſettled, all the Baronet's affairs 
on the moſt , generous and friendly terms, little 
remained necgſſary to be done before the pro- 
jected tout ,took place; and, aſter ſome conſul- 
tation, it was decided they ſhould, that day 
week, ſet off for Germany. Mr. Thornhill ac- 

uainted her ladyſhip that his ſiſter and Miſs 
Raikfon were married, and ſhe promiſed to bring 
her niece to wait on thoſe ladies; after the gen- 
tlemen went away Sir William was warm in 
his commendations of Mr. Thompſon: 1 
have little doubt of his merit from his recom- 
mendation, returned her ladyſhip, and I hope 
you will be very happy in his friendſhip, but 
you are apt to be too ſanguine in your hopes and 
wiſhes.. There is no character perfect; and 

poſſibly ſome little ſhades may appeat in Mrz 
FT hompſon 3 ; therefore don't expect excellence 
in any man, and then you, will do juſtice to the 
merit he. really poſſeſſes. Ti 

ke following week was, entirely taken up in 
preparatiorfs for Sir William's tour, and the bu- 
fineſs he neceſſarily had to do, added to the 
ſoothing manners and, ſprightly converſation, of 
Miss "Maybank, . in ſome meaſure leſſened, 
thoughy,it could not diſpel his melancholy,.. - He 
called to take leaye of his friends, and. 
other. ech Ten fort the houſe of Lady Sum- 
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mers; the was not e Göser ch Town, and, 
upon his name being ſent up, received him: 
Mrs. Minors was in the room when he entered, 
and betrayed ſtrong emotions; whether from 
confidering him as a fellow ſufferer, or from a 
heart naturally tender, which, diſappointed in 
the object of it's affections, returned to the firſt 

- who had intereſted them, we will not 

pretend to determine: however, tis certain that 
when ter firſt confufion ſubſided, ſhe regarded 
Sir Witham with more than common attention, 
and when he mentioned his deſigu of quitting 
England in a few days fhe burſt into tears: after 

A Vile heſitation, Sir William, faid he, I 
have one favor to requeſt of conſidet able con- 
quence to me.“ Be aſſured then, madam, 

_ it will afford me very great pleaſure if I can be 
ferviceable”—<< It certainly is in your power to 
6blige me; and as the favor I mean to afk can 

| be attended” with no great inconvenience to 
il yourſelf, may I exact your word of honor that 
| you will comply with my wiſhes ?“ n may, 
| madam: ſatisfied you can require nothing im- 
poſſible or unreaſonable I pledge my honor to 
obey you.” Lou are very kind, fir; and I 
freely confeſs I thqught it neceſſary 'to make 
fech a preliminary, previous to my requeſt, 
| whieh is ſimply this, that you will avoid e lo- 
| .nel Minors, or rather Mr. Minors, for he has 
| diſpoſed of his commiſſion: I am ſenſible the ill 
| i treatment you have experienced might warrant 


5h a ſevere revenge; his life, I grieve to ſay, is a 
worthleſs one, yet, ſhould any rencounter take 

between him and you, whatever were the 

eonſequences I ſhould” be miſerable: do not, 

therefore, ſeek bim; and if you ſhould chance to 


1 

= meet, conſider him in a right point of view, 
| undeſerving 
| 
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undeſerving your notice.” % I have pledged 
my honor, madam, faid Sir William, and you 
ſhall find I will not forfeit it, whatever may 
occur: I reſpect your apprehenſions, and will 
have a due regard to your peace.“ Mrs. Mi- 
nors thanked him in the moſt lively terms, and 
then gave a different turn to the converſat ion: 
J am going to accompany my grandmother 
for a few weeks into the country, ſaid ſhe, but 
at my return 1 ſhall be happy to cultivate an 
intimacy with your charming couſin, Miſs May- 
bank, if ſhe will allow me the honor of her ac- 
quaintance after the glaring improprieties of my 
conduct: Sir William made a polite return to 
this compliment, and ſoon after took his leave. 
He was ſurpriſed at the great change in the man- 
ners and converſation of Mrs. Minors ; her air 
of levity was exchanged for a modeſt decorum, 
her trifling unmeaning chat, for ſentiment and 
good ſenſe; ſhe no longer appeared the ſame 
giddy young woman he had known a few weeks 
before; the vexations and mortifications'fhe had 
ſo recently expecienced, had-done more to in- 
form, her underſtanding and regulate her conduct 
than a thouſand leſſons ; ſo true it is, that ad- 
verſity. teaches wiſdom and improves the mind. 
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** day now arrived on which Sir William 
"yy was to quit England, and it was with v 
different ſenſations he prepared for this journey 
to what he felt when leaving Warwickſhire for 
London: then all was exultatien, hope and 
tranſport; now, Tuined in his fortune, his peace 
of mind irreparably injured, diſappointed in 
every wiſh and purſuit, and a dupe to treachery 
and deceit, he looked back with aſtoniſhment 
and diſmay at his infatuation, and with bitter 
remorſe on his conduct to Miſs Rivers—what a 
multiplicity of painful events had taken place 
within the courſe of a few months! added to 
which, he beheld in Miſs Maybank the woman 
formed to beſtow happineſs and enſure its per- 
©. menancy, but who was cut off from his wiſhes 
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dy the folly of his conduct with which ſhe was 
oo well acquainted for him to entertain the 
leaſt hopes of obtaining her eſteem. Sighing 
deeply; “ I feel, thought he, that I have ſacri- 
ficed to diſſipation and vice all hopesof felicity 
E this tour to the Continent will in all probabi- 
lity be a long one, for I will not reviſit England 

till my peace of mind is reſtored. "— | 
Lady Beaumont, whoſe anxious tenderneſs 
had been employed in making every preparatian 
for his journey which could adminiſter to his 
pleaſure or convenience, now entered the room, 
and obſerving the ſettled meſancholy which per- 
vaded his features, burſt into tears: My dear 
William, ſaid ſhe, do you feel any reluctance 
to go abroad? a more than uſual ſadneſs has 
taken paͤſſeſſion of your looks theſe two days 
paſt ; do not go if the journey is not peifectly 
"agreeable, to you.” -—Taking her hand, which 
he reſpectfully kiſſed; “ I aſſure you, madam, 
replied he, the tour is of all things the moſt de- 
ſirable to me; I have no regret but leaving you, 
to whoſe maternal tenderneſs I am ſenhble I 
have made very ill returns: however Miſs May- 
bank will amply ſupply my place, and her com- 
pany, will reconcile you to the abſence of your 
fon.” © I muſt own, ſaid Lady Beaumont, I 
efteem it a peculiar felicity that I have her with 
me now—to part with you for the firſt time, and 
for ſo long a period, is an afflitive ſtroke, but if 
abſence from your native country is likely to prove 
advantazeous or even pleaſant to you, I ought. 
to ſubmit without reſuctance.“ Having entered 
into a particular detail reſpecting his income, 
ſhe told him, if on any extraordinary occaſion 
he was in pecuniary difficulties ſhe would accept 
his billoto the amount of tour hundred pounds. He 
* warmly 


| 8 JERRORS OF EDUCATION. 
| __ warmly acknowledged her goodoglt, but declar- 
1 ed he was determined to live wit! in his income. 
Mr. Thompſon being now arrived, all particu- 
lar converſation ceaſed, and Lady Beaumont 
ſupported herſelf like a heroine till the carriage 
1 was announced ; ſhe then ſunk under the con-. 
. fſſicts of her mind, and, with ſtreaming eyes 
1 and a thonſand embraces, recommended her ſon 
to the care of Heaven: ſhe entreated to hear 
IT frequently from him, and repeatedly ſaid, 
% Remember, dear William, my happineſs is in 
ur hands; be careful of yourſelf for my ſake.” 
hen the Baronet advanced to take leave of his 
lovely coufin, whoſe ſenſibility had been much 
excited by this ſcene, he was greatly agitated: 
adieu, amiable Miſs Maybank ; to you I re- 
| fign the beſt of parents: may you both be hap- 
i py as you deſerve to be, and I cannot then be 
1 miſerable Heaven bleſs you both ! added he, 
and, darting out of the room, threw himſelf in- 
to the carriage; Mr. Thompſon followed, and 
they drove off immediately, leaving both ladies 
drowned in tears, Lady Stanley and Mrs. 
Warner very opportunely arrived to conſole 
them, and the latter lady ſaid, . remem- 
ber, Lady Beaumont, my young friends whoſe 
ſtory J related to you they are to ſpend the 
day with me, -I came purpofely to entreat the 
favor of your's and Miſs Maybank's company 
to meet them; I muſt not be denied; ycu are 
unfit to he alone: my little friend, Louiſa, has 
given you an example of fortitude, and 1 hope 
eu will follow it.” «© I will not refuſe your 
invitation, my kind friend, replied Lady Beau- 
mont, and, ſhall feel peculiar pleaſure in be- 
1 FEE ing 
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ing introduced to a lady I already highly eſ- 
teem. N eie „ OE 

Aſter ladies had left them, Lady Beau- 
mont refated to Miſs * Maybank the ſtory of 
Louiſa and Henry, which oceaſioned a great 
impatience in her to behold the heroine who 
could fo nobly ſacrifice; her own happineſs to 
parental. authority. They dreſſed and wont at 
the dinner hour to Mrs. Warner's, where the 
company expected was aſſembled; on their 
entrance, Lady Beaumont being led to the top 
of the room, Mrs. Warner advanced with a 
lady apparently about twenty, her figure ſmall 
but elegently made, and a face, which, though 
not exquiſtely band ome, was perfectly agree- 
able, with a ſweetneſs and intelligence in her 
eyes which intereſted very beholder; „ Per- 
mit me to introduce to your ladyſhip, faid Mrs. 
Warner, my amiable friend Mrs. Harris, in 
whoſe favor you are already prepoſſeſſed.“ 41 
am indeed, replied Lady Beaumont, and ſhall 
be happy if Mrs Harris. will permit me and 
my niece to profit by her a 
young lady made a very polite anſwer and was 
then introduced to Miſs Maybank : as the poet 
obſerves, 


« Great ſouls by inſtin& nearly are allied,” 


theſe two young women were charmed with 
eqch other, and conceived a reciprocal eſteem 
which promiſed to encreaſe as they became 

B 5 more 
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more intimate. The company was equally 


pleaſed with Mr. Harris, and this amiable 
pair receive that attention and reſpect which 
always attends virtue, and the obſervance of 
our firſt duties. The party ſeparated at a 
late hour, mutually! gratified with the plea- 


ſures of the day; pleaſures in which nei- 


ther ſcandal, politicks nor cards were neceſſary 
auxiliaries to re converſation or enter- 
taiument. | 


- 


— 
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CHAT NR. 


A RECEIPT FOR MATRIMONIAL HATPIN ESS. 


bs 


IHE fottowing day after Sir William's de- 
parture Lady Beaumont, who had paſſed 

a reſtleſs night, and roſe heavily depreſſed ; 
with a view to divert her attention from unplea- 
ſant ſuhjects, propoſed a viſit to Lady Godtrey 
in a friendly way, as ſhe was entitled to the com- 
pliment before the late Miſs Thornhill, now Mrs. 
? Hanges her niece gladly conſented to attend 
her, and in the eveningthey made their appear- 

. anceat Sir James Godfrey's in Saville-Row. Vifits 
of ceremony being over, a large company of rank 
and faſhion was aſſembled and Miſs Maybank, be- 
ing a ſtranger, attracted univerſal notice and ad- 
mirat ion. Lady Godfrey receivedthem with much 
diſtinction, and hoth ladies were charmed with 


the behavior of the new married couple. 
Soon 
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Soon after Lady Beaumont's entrance, a very 
elegant young man was announced by the name 
of Sir Charles Frankly ; Sir James flew to him. 
This is indeed an unexpected happineſs. My 
dear Frankly f cried he, I did not know of your 
arfival in England.” „I came only yeſterday, 
my firſt enquiries were concerning you ; and 
having been informed of your preſent happineſs, 
after devoting the morning to my brother, I de- 
termined to come and congratulate you and 
Lady Godfrey.” Sir James then introduced him 
to his amiable bride. All the company ſeemed 
pre poſſeſſed in Sir Charles's favor merely from 
his exterior appearance: it is certain that a hand- 
ſome perſon is a great advantage even toa man : 
we feel diſpoſed to aſcribe to the well-looking a 
thouſand amiable qualitics which we never give 
41] plain people credit for, till we know they really 
_ peſſeſs them. Sir Charles Frankly, however, 
| ſtood but little in need of a handſome perſon to 
recommend him, there was an elegance in his 
manners, a gentleman-like attention to the com- 
pany, and a happy choice of ſentiments expreſ- 
ſed in the beſt language, which gave him a claim 
to univerſal eſteem ; but though politeneſs dicta- 
ted a general civility, his eyes involuntarily 
turned to Miſs Maybank whilſt ſhe bluſhed and 
felt confuſed, though not diſpleaſed at the diſ- 
tinction. Great part of the company having a 
variety of engagements, went away one after 
the other; but when Lady Beaumont roſe to 
take leave, Lady Godfrey, taking her hand, 
ſaid, „“I ſcarcely think myſelf authoriſed on ſo 
MNender an acquaintance, madam, to ſolicit that 
you will do us the favor to paſs the remainder of 
the evening here; nor is it quite conſiſtent with. 


ceremony, added ſhe ſmiling, but as I am very 
; ambit ious 
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ambitious of being ranked inthe number of yoyr 
friends, and wiſh to have the happineſs of being 
better known to Miſs Maybank, will you have 
the goodneſs to oblige us?“ Lady Beaumont, 
obſerving by Miſs Maybank's eyes, the invita- 
tion was agreeable to her, accepted it without 
heſitation, and putting her niece's hand into 
Lady Godfrey's, Receive then, my dear Lady 
Godfrey, ſaid ſhe, this girl as your friend, and 
permit me to ſay, ſhe is not undeſerving the diſ- 
tinction wiſh to procure for her.“ Both ladies 
were gratified by the compliment, and Sir 
Charles having accepted a like invitation, they 
all ſpent a moſt charming evening. 

When Miſs Maybank retired to reſt ſhe found 
ſleep had forſaken her pillow, a retro pection of 
the evening cauſed a reſtleſſneſs ſhe was wholly 
unaccuſtomed to; ſhe remembered Sir Charles 
Frankly's perſon with pleaſure, his ſentiments 
were congenial with her own, and ſhe could not 
refiſt an ardent deſire of appearing as agreeable 
in his eyes, as ſhe confeſſed he was to her che 
dwelt with pleaſure on the idea of being particu- 
larly noticed by him, and for the firſt time in her 
life was ambitious of being diſtinguiſned by a gen- 
tleman. In the morning when ſhe appeared at 
the breakfaſt table, her aunt took notice of a pale- 
neſs, not uſual, which ſhe aſcribed ta its real 
eauſe, want of reſt. Iam very much pleaſed, 
ſaid Lady Beaumant, that you are likely to have 
ſuch an agreeable friend as Lady Godfrey ; La- 
dy Summers, to whom both ſhe and Sir James 
are well known, has given me the higheſt opt» 
nion of them. Lady Godfrey has had a moſt 
excellent education, ſhe has all the accompliſh» 
ments a young woman of fortune ought to have; 
and being brought up in the practice of every 
virtue 


. * 
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1 virtue under the beſt of parents, whoſe goodneſs 
and benevolence are almoſt proverbial, ſhe poſ- 
ſeſſes every amiable quality which can inſure do- 
meſtic felicity; nor is Sir James inferior to her 
in any reſpect; and where mutual confidence, 
with an earneſt defire to pleaſe, is felt on both 
ſides, there is every proſpect of permanent at- 
fection, and as much happineſs as can be ex- 
petted in this life. That romantic paſſion, which 
young people are taught from novels and ro- 
mances, to believe abſolutely neceſſary in mar- 
ried life, and to the indulgence of which they 
often ſacritice their beſt duties, ſeldom exiſts but 
in uncultivated minds, or where an obſtinacy of 
diſpoſition and ſtrong paſſions predominate.” 
« Then my dear aunt, ſaid Mis Maybank, 
ſmiling, you do not approve love matches ?” 
Not ſuch as are generally ſo called, replied 
her ladyſhip, not thoſe matches which make a 
young woman deſert her parents or guardians, 
and throw herſelf into the arms of a man on 
whoſe principles ſhe can have no reliance.” 
« But, faid Miſs Maybank, are there not ſome- 
times inſtances wherein parents are unreaſonable, 
and where a pique againſt the man whom, from 
a prejudice in favor of another the young Lady 
approves, or from motives of intereſt, 7 may 
endeavor to ſubdue a laudable affeQion, and to 
force the inclination contrary to its bias? in ſuch 
caſes, may not the daughter be pardonable if 
ſhe is compelled to an imprudence, ſhe would 
otherways have abhorred?“ «© No ſituations, my 
dear niece, can juſtify imprudence; that parents 
may ſometimes be unreaſonable | have no doubt; 
nor do I at all hlame a child for refuſing to marry 
the man fhe diſlikes: an union without eſteem 


muſt be a miſerable ſtate, and neither God nor 
- man 


4 
, 

o 

% 

1 
{ 


r 


N 

Re + ak * F, l = : 

- - * ä—ęͤꝙ—F— — ß — ——— — 
4 8 — * — 


r — — — 


2 


Ty 
2 — —-— 4 p —— — — — —— 
. 
* F 5 


ORE 1 


| 
1 
| 


TO OPT I Or 


— 
- 


ERRORS OF EDUCATION. 15 


man can approve it—all I wiſh to infer is, that 
a young woman ſhould permit reaſon to guide 
her choice, that ſhe ſhould be well aſſured of a 
man's principles before ſhe indulges a too favor- 
able opinion of him, and that whenever he ſo- 
ticits her to take any ſt-p contrary to delicacy, 
modeſty and duty, ſhe ſhould think him unwor- 
thy her eſteem: and in caſes, where a woman 
has no decided preference, and her friends point 
out a man as delerving of her, ſhe ſhould exa- 
mine her heart-and his merit, and if ſhe finds 
ſhe can eſteem, him, be aſſured ſhe will run no 
riſk in giving him her hand; for eſteem ſoon 
produces warmer ſentiments, and at length riſes 
to a ſteady affection, founded on the worth of 
the object. I ſubſcribe to the juſtneſs of your 
opinions, madam, anſwered Miſs Maybank, 
but methinks you baniſh all thoſe delightful ideas 
that the poets and noveliſts aſcribe to the power 
of love, which we are told. is the principal charm 
of life.” Thoſe writers, replied Lady Beau- 
mont, have done a world of miſchief, they have 
taught girls to languiſh for admiration, and to be 
impatient of becoming heroines for romance, to 
look out for adventures, and conſider their parents 
as unnatural guardians, whom they muſt ftudy 
to over-reach and deceive: they point love and 
marriage in ſuch glowing colours as never did 
or will exiſt ; for perfect happineſs is not to be 
found ; and when a young woman gives up her 
time to ſuch romantic ſtudies, ſhe forms expecta- 
tions which never can be realized, permits fancy 
to ſupercede judgment, and lays in for her fu- 
ture life a ſource of vexation, diſappointment and 
regret.” „ Yet, ſaid Miſs Mavbank, I think 
love ſhould be. the ground-work of marriage.” 
© [I grant it, replied her ladyſhip, but it ſhould 
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be love founded on eſteem, and not that paſſion 
which. is raiſed by exteriors only, and which 
muſt end in diſappointment and diſguſt when the 
object becomes familiar.” 

_ ©6. Love, in the married ſtate can only be kept 
alive by ſenſe, good-humour and an attention 
to pleaſe, even in the moſt minute things: no 
accidents can deſtroy the harmony of a pair 
whoſe ſole delight is to oblige each other; no 
temptations can induce them to withdraw their 


aſfections, or wound the peace which reſts ſe- 


eurely on the boſom of love and confidence 


the amuſements and gaities of the world, are 
with them but ſecondary pleaſures which only 


ſerve to make domeſtic felicity more delightful ; ; 


and the little rubs and unavoidable caſualtics to 


which mortality is ſubject, are rendered leſs poig- 
nant by a mutual defire of averting the A 


and adminiſtering conſolation ; ſuch a pair live 


happy, and reſpected even by the profligate and 
thought leſs votaries of pleaſure, and tranſmit to 
their children thoſe good principles, which, if 
followed, muſt enſure the happineſs of a riſing 
generation. Heaven grant, my dear Louiſa, 

added ſhe, warmly embracing her, that ſuch may 
be your lot, and pardon the garrulity of age 
whieh has run into ſuch obſervations as I am per- 
ſuaded you muſt frequently have heard from your 
en mother.“ 


CHAP. XXV. 


A CONTRAST». 


MF Maybank had attended with pleaſure 
1 to Lady Beaumont's diſcourſe, when a 
ſervant entered with a letter, on opening which 
Lady Beaumont found the following contents: 
e Madam, | 

J was very much ſurpriſed at receiving a 
letter from Mr. Bayley, your ſolicitor, which 
informed me of the death of my daughter, and . > 
that you deſigned to withdraw the annuity from 4 
me, which I think rather extraordinary, as I f 
certainly was, and am a grert ſufferer by your 
ſon ; my daughter's death I lay to his charge, 
and the diſhonor reflected upon me by her im- 
prudence, and his baſeneſs is ſurely ſuch as de- 
zrves-all the amends in his power. You may 


remember, madam, you requeſted I would accept 
an 
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an annuity from you for the life of myſelf and 
my daughter; and although you thought fit to 
ſettle the annuity on her alone, yet, as a repa- 
ration ought to be made to me, and ſhe made 
over the bond to my uſe, I think myſelf juſtly 
entitled to expect its continuance ; and, indeed, 
have contracted ſome dehts..under that expe da- 
tion, which 1 cannot well diſcharge it you with- 
draw your bounty: as to the two thouſand pounds 
tis mine of courſe; and for the unfortunate girl 
who brought all this trouble on me, had it not 


been for her obſtinacy, and perhaps the advice 


of other people, ſhe might hate accompanied 
me and have been alive and happy. 1 fhail em- 
power a perſon to call for all her effects, and 
hope you will not refuſe the continuance of the 
annuity. 
I am, madam, 
Lot moſt humble ſervant, 
ANN RIVERS.” 


— 


Indig nation and aſtonihment overwhelmed 


Lady Beaumont for ſome moments, and ſhe read 


the letter twice before ſhe could give credit to its 
contents; that any woman could pals over ſo 


lightly the death of a child under ſuch affecting 
circunrſtances, and be deſirous of an annuity ſhe 


could not receive but with diſhonor, ſhocked her 
exceedingly; Mrs. Rivers's extravagance tor, 
in contracting debts, when ſhe had been fo li— 
berally ſupplied on quitting England, was un- 

ardonable z— ne vertheleſs, Lady Beaumont, at- 


ter ſome deliberat ion, reſolved to remit her two 


hundred pounds for the diſcharge of thoſe debts, 
but abſolutely to refuſe any further connection or 
Þ | 1 correſpondence 


m3 , 
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correſpondence with her. Her ladyſhip anſwered 
the letter immediately, and after giving. this 
abandoned woman leave to draw for the money, 
ſhe laſhed her moſt ſeverely for the want of, ma- 
ternal affection, and for having, by her bad ex- 
ample and imprudent advice, ſent her daughter 
an early victim to the grave: in · ſhort, ſhe re- 
preſented her conduct in it's true colours; but 
cloſed the whole by affuring her, that although 
ſhe withdrew the annuity and reprobated her. be- 
havior, yet, if hereafter ſhe ſhould endeavour 
to attone for her errors, ſhe would find a friend 
in Lady Beaumont, who was ever ready to en- 
courage repentance, though ſhe would not admi- 
niſter to vice or extravagance.” | 
Having diſpatched this letter, which had re- 
called many very melancholy ideas, the ladies 
retired to dreſs for the opera, whither they were 
to accompany Lady Stanley in the evening. 
Miſs Maybank reflected on the, ſtory of Mis 
Rivers, and no longer wondered at the errors of 
her conduct when ſhe confidered the depravity 
of her mother. Good Heaven, exclaimed ſhe, 
had the parent of whom death has deprived me, 
been equally diſſipated, extravagant and unprin- 
 cipled, what errors mi tht I have fallen into 
O, my dear, my reyered inſtructreſs ! may your 
Louiſa live to prove the benefits arifing from 
maternal tenderneſs and a bright example; may 
ſhe be found deſerving the approbation of the 
worthy few, and enjoy that conſcious rectitude 
of heart which ſupported you under all your 
troubles, and enabled you to inſti] into the mind 
of your child thoſe precepts of virtue which 
were indelibly imprinted by your own mexitori- 
ous conduct! how great are the obligations of 
children to good parents !”—a' ſigh on the recol- 
recolleQion 
9 * | 
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lection of her father, burſt forth but as ſhe ne- 
ver allowed herſelf to dwell on bit failings, ſhe 
haſtily turned the current of her thoughts to 
other ſubjeQs. Es EZ £47 

Miſs Maybank had never been at the opera; 
and, in a few minutes after her entrance, almoſt 
every glaſs in the houſe was levelled at her; un- 
accuſtomed to ſuch general obſervation, ſhe felt 
extremely confuſed and endeavoured. to ſhrink 
from notice by turning as much as poſſible from 
the audience, and directing her attention to the 
ſtage; but, in a ſhort time, their box was filled 
with gentlemen, avowedly to pay their eompli- 
ments to Lady Stanl-y but ſhe readily judged her 
fair companion was the magnet; and was di- 
verted at receiving the homage fo evidently in- 
tended for another, whilſt Sir Edward had enough 


to do in anſwering. the repeated queſtion of, 6 


„Who is that charming creature?“ the young 
lady was by no means injenfib/e to the currohty 


The excited, though entirely indifferent to the 
perſons who int ruded themſelves; till, by chance, 


throwing her eyes into the box, ſhe met thoſe of 


Sir Charles Frankly's intently fixed on her. He 


made her a profound bow, which ſhe returned, 


feeling her face glow at his unexpected appear- 
ance ; ſhe ſaw he was a ſtranger to. Sir Edward 


Stauley, and that he therefore made no attempt 
to join the patty ; but, before the entertainment 
concluded, a gentleman in the ſame, box with 
Sir Charles talking frequently with Sir Edward, 


occaſioned a ſort of general converſation, which 


Sir Charles took the advantage of ; and when 
the opera ended, preſented himſelf at the box 


door, and offered his hand to Lady Stanley, Miſs 
Maybank's being already engaged. As they 
waited in the coffes · room till their carriage could 


be 
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de drawn up, Sir Charles was introduced by his 
friend to Sir Edward; and, obſerving he was 
known to their young companion, the Stanleys 
paid him very flattering attention. When they 
were conducted to their coach, Sir Edward po- 


tirely thanked him for his civility to Lady Stan- 


ley, adding, he ſhould think himſelf happy to 
have an opportunity of cultivating his acquain- 
tance ; in conſequence of which Sir Charles 
promiſed to do himſelf the honor of paying his 
reſpeQs to her ladyſhip very ſaan : Though he 
had little power of addrefling Miſs Maybank, 


ſhe felt conſcious that on her account he had 


ſought to be known to the ales and ſhe ex- 
perienced ſo much pleafure from the idea, as on 
reflection gave her a little alarm, and, in ſpite 
of her endeavors to be cheerful, threw her into 
a train of thinking ſhe wiſhed for feiſure to in- 

dulge. Lady Stanley ſpoke highly in praiſe of her 
beau as ſhe called him, and obſerved that his ap- 
pearance and addrefs were elegant and pleaſing ; 
«« J wonder, ſaid ſhe, from what part of the 
world this-gentleman is emerged, for he is to- 
tally unlike the pretty fellows that crowd-public 
places; he is polite and well-bred without being. 
a coxcomb.” I believe, anſwered Sir Edward, 
he is but juſt come from his travels, I have long, 


had ſome little knowledge of his brother who in- 


troduced him to me this evening, and who is a 
very reſpeQable young clergyman, but you are. 
acquainted with Sir Charles, Miſs Maybank ; 
pray has he been long in England?“ I be- 
ieve only. a few days, replied. ſhe, I met him 
the other evening at Sir James Godfrey's,_with 
whom he appears to be a great favorite,” „ and 
ſo he is of mint, ſaid Lady Stanley, for his po- 
liteneſs to an old woman. Don't be too yain 
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on the diſtinction, cried Sir Edward, ſmiling, 
remember, he is freſh from a country where wo- 
men are never old, and where men make no diſ- 
crimination in their attention to the ladies in 
public at leaſt.” Well, well, returned ſhe, 
you ſhall not put me out of conceit either with 
my beau or myſelf, and I hope ſoon to be fa- 
voured with a viſit from him.” This chat 
brought them to Stanhope - ſtreet. 
Lady Beaumont now aſked her niece how ſhe 
had been entertained ? “ Exceedingly indeed, 
anſwered Miſs Maybank, the muſic and ſinging 
are delightful ; the dancing would be equally fo, 
but for an indelicacy in the dreſs of the per- 
formers, which is, in my opinion, an inſult on 
the company ; but, perhaps I am fingular in the 
idea, as it did not appear to ſtrike any perſon 
_ elſe in that light that I could perceive.” „ Cuſ- 
tom, my dear, reconciles us to every thing: ne- 
vertheleſs, I am rather ſurpriſed that the good 
taſte and delicacy of the Engliſh ladies does not 
make them endeavour to regulate ſuch a violation 
of modeſty, which, however it may ſuit the 
manners of the Italians, is contrary to the feel- 
ings of an Engliſh audience, but, indeed, we 
are making rapid ftrides to copy the follies and 
vices of other nations, while we negle& to adopt 
their virtues.” After a few more general obſerva- 
tions the ladies retired to their apartments; Mils 
Maybank felt an unuſual depreſſion of ſpirits ; 
ſhe was diſpleaſed with herſelf; What folly, 
thought ſhe, to be intereſted about a man ſo little 
known ! however ſpecious his appearance, there 
is no judging of his morals or diſpoſition from a 
caſual acquaintance ; let me therefore check this 
approbation of Sir Charles Frankly till a better 
knowledge of him ſhall either authoriſe my good 
PET GOP 2 AU e ©. FAD Yr T9 NE OT EE 
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opinion, or prove him unworthy of it ; I ſhould 
deſpiſe myſelf, if, like a giddy girl, I ſuffered 
my eye to miſlead my judgment.—** No, my 
dear Mother! added ſhe with fervor, your Lou- 
iſa never will diſgrace your leſſons, or forfeit her 
own approbation.” Having endeavoured to com- 


ſe her mind, ſhe retired to reſt, with a fixed 


reſolution to keep a ſtrict guard on her inclinati- 
ons and to be guided by wiſdom and diſcretion 


only. 
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CHAP. XXVI. 


AN UNEXPECTED OFFER. 


HE following morning, juſt as Lady Be au- 
mont was preparing to go out, ſhe was 
intormed Lady Summers and Mrs. Minors were 
at the door, ſhe readily went into the drawing- 
room to receive them, and ſent her niece word 
of the viſit. Being about to leave town for a 
few weeks, ſaid Lady Summers on her entrance, 
I called to pay my compliments to your ladyſhip, 
and likewiſe to gratify the wiſhes of my grand- 


daughter, who is deſirous of being admitted in 


the number of Miſs Maybank's friends.” Be- 


- fore any reply was made Miſs Maybank entered 


the room, and addreſſing both ladies with much 
politeneſs, Lady Summers repeated the * 


U 


* 


* 
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of Mrs. Minors, who added, Unworthy as I. 
am to appear in your eyes, my dear Miſs May- 
bank, I cannot relinguiſh my wiſh to be diſtin- 
guiſhed by your acquaintance, although I own. 
& myſelf undeſerving the favor.“ You do me, 
madam, both honor and pleaſure, replied; Miſs 
Maybank, and I ſhall, eſteem myſelf fortunate 
to profit by your goodneſs : no one but yourſelf 
could ever make an obſervation, ſo little to your 
advantage.” * Amiable Miſs Maybank, re- 6 
plied Lady 3 flatter myſelf you will 3 
have no cauſe to repent your condeſcention.” 
Turning to Lady Beaumont, ſhe added, I 
have had the pleaſure. of reconciling my ſon, 
Lord Summers, to his niece, on condition, in- 
deed, that ſhe never more lives with Mr. Minors, 
which I believe there is little reaſon to appre- 
hend; and do you know that he is quite charmed 
with Mifs Maybank,” „“ with me, madam |! faid 
the young lady, I really do not recollect I ever 
had the pleaſure of ſeeing his Lordſhip“ “'! Per- 
haps not, replied ſhe, but. he ſaw you twice in 
Kenſington-gardens . with Lady Stanley, and 
once at an auction, and I ſhould not be ſurpriſed 
if you heard further on the ſubject, for with me 
he talks of nothing elſe ; and I know not, if... 
being told that Mrs. Minors ſought to cultivate. 
your acquaintance, did not plead more ſtrongly 
with him to admit of a reconciliation than auy 
thing I could urge.” Lord Summers does 
Miſs Maybank honor by his approbation, ſaid . 
Lady Beaumont, but as it is founded on her ap- 
pearance only, it may be too tranſient for her to 
value herſelf. on the diſtinction ““ 
Mrs. Minors having mentioned an intention 
of calling on Lady Stanley, the ladies all agreed. 
to gotogether, and accordingly the carriages were 
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ordered and they drove of, —On their return to 
dinner Lord Summers's ticket was delivered. to 
Lady Beaumont with a card containing his com- 
pliments, and that he begged leave to pay his 
reſpects to her the following morning ;—ſhe was 
a little ſurpriſed, though in ſome degree prepared 
by what Lady Summers had told her, and, giv- 
ing the card to her niece ; “ See, ſaid ſhe, the 
viſitor you have procured me, for I doubt not but 
to you I muſt attribute a favor ſo unexpected.“ 
Miſs Maybank read the card with more than in- 
difference, with a kind of terror; and although 
ſhe had no right to preſcribe what viſitors her 
aunt ſhould admit, ſecretly wiſhed this noble 
Lord a thouſand miles off—however, ſhe lightly 
remarked, that. his Lordſhip's being prepoſſeſſed 
in her favor by appearance only, gave her no 
very good opinion of him: “ But perhaps, ſaid 
ſhe ſmiling, a more perfect view, may deſtroy his 
predilection.“ Lady Beaumont was going to 
reply with ſome carneſtneſs, when a letter was 
brought in, which, to her infinite joy, ſhe ſaw 
came from her ſon; it was dated from Calais: 
they had an excellent paſſage, and were on the 
point of ſetting off for Liſle, and from thence 
meant to viſit Bruſſels, having relinquiſhed their 
intention of going through Germany till the 
ſpring ſhould be farther advanced; Sir William 
gave a tolerable account of his own health and 
ſpirits; and concluded with his affectionate wiſh- 
es for the preſervation of his mother's and Miſs 
Maybank's. * 4 | 

This letter, though ſhort, greatly delighted 
Lady Beaumont, and ſhe fat down to dinner 
with more than uſval cheerfulneſs. They had 
'agreed to accompany Lady Summers and Mrs. 


Minors to the play, for the latter no longer felt 
diſtreſſed 
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diſtreſſed by going into public. Ene ladies call- 
ed in Stanhope-ſtreet, 'and, at an early hour, 
they all proceeded together to Covent - Garden to 
ſee the Conſcious Lovers and Comus. They 
were ſcarcely ſeated in the ſtage box heſore, in 
the adjoining one, they obſerved Sir Janes and 
Lady Godfrey, Miſs Raikſon, "Mis Gerrard 
and Sir Charles Frankly ; Sir Charles evidently 
ſought to obtain the notice of Miſs Maybank, 
and Lady Godfrey whiſpered her; ** To-morrow 
morning I intend calling on you; I have a thou- 
ſand things to ſay ; and though hurried to death 
by impertinent viſitors, muſt, in compaſſion to 
a worthy friend, deny myſelf to-morrow ; and 
fly to you.” Miſs Maybank, though much agi- 
tated, aſſured her, the viſit would do her an in- 
finite deal cf pleaſure; and the curtain being 
juſt drawn up, their attention to the ſtage pre- 
vented all further converfation. At the end, of 
the firſt act, their box door was opened, and a 
gentleman "appeared whom Lady Summers in- 
troduced as her {on 2 Louiſa received his com- 

liments in ſome confuſion, but inſtantly recog - 
niſed in him, a gentleman whole very particular 
attention in Kenſington- ardens had given her 
ſome pain, though ſhe did not then know his 
name; and having at that time b&en diſpleaſed 
with him, ſhe did not feel] herſelf at all more diſ- 
poſed in his favar when he was announced as Lord 
Summers. He choſe, however, to profit by his 


introduction, was particular in his attentions, 


and appeared ſo entirely engroſſed by the pleaſure 
of ſeeing! her, as to negle& the amuſement on 
the Rage; and the compaiiy in the box. Miſs 
Ma 2 diſtteſſed at his devoirs, endeavoured 
to desgsge berfelf from his con verſation by her 
attention to Bevil and Indiana in whoſe diſtreſſes 
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ſhe was deeply intereſted; but Lady Godfrey, 


pulling. her ſleeve, , aſked the name of her beau; 


in turning to anſwer her queſtion ſne met the 
eyes of Sir Charles, and was ſurpriſed to ob- 


ſerve, he appeared pale and dejected; che ear- 


neſtneſs of his looks, and the melancholy viſible 
in his countenance, diſconcerted her, ſhe bluſhed, 
and, felt concerned: Lord; Summers, however, 
did not permit her to make, much obſer vation; 


he exerted himſelf to. amuſe her by his remarks 
on the performance and the company, which, at 


another time, and from another. perſon, . might 


have ſucceeded ;.. but, at preſent, ſhe experi- 


enced ſuch painful ſenſations as deprived her of 


all power of being. entertained, and ſhe was 
truly rejoiced when the curtain dropped: ſhe 


had been in tears during the laſt aQ of the play, 
which had drawn a hundred fine ſpeeches. on her 


ſenſibility from his lordſhip: when the play 
ended, ſhe turned haſtily to her aunt ; ©* Do we 


means, my dear, . anſwered her ladyſnip, you 
will hear one of the farſt ſingers in the world in 
the ſong, of ſweet echo.“ Though extremely 
fond of muſic, Miſs Maybank; at this time, 
would gladly, have, given up the pleaſure of hear- 


ing. the ſong to be rid of her companion; ſhe - 
was, however, obliged. to ſubmit, and reſolving 


to give her attention to the performance, ſhe re- 
in a grave tone, that his lordſhip 
would be filent ; he inſtantly complied : but, at 
the | concluſion of the piece, ſeized her hand to 
conduct her to her carriage; ſhe took leave of 
her friends in the next box, and received a very 
profound bow from Sir Charles, with a look ex- 


E of ſo much ſorrow as greatly affected 
cr . ö . | 
On 


ſtay the entertainment, madam ?“ *© By all 
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On their return to", Stanhope-ſtreet ſhe was 
evidently out of ſpirits} and begged feave to de- 
cline ſupper and haſten to bed. In the morning 
vhen they mer at the breakfaſt table, Lady Beau- 
mont exclaimed, “ Upon my word, Louiſa, 
you muſt give up raking; your countenance 
tells me you have had no reſt, are you not well, 
my dear? «© A head+ach only, madam, the re- 
plied, which a little air will carry off; and Lady 
Godfrey promiſed to call and take me in her car- 
riage to Hyde- park.“ I am glad of it, re- 
turned her ladyſhip, I muſt ſtay at home to re- 
ceive Lord Summers; but, as your name was 
not mentioned in the card, you are at liberty to 
- diſpoſe of yourſelf as you pleaſe.” Very ſoon 
alter breakfaſt. Lord Summers was announced, 
and Miſs Maybank” withdrew to the dreſſing- 
room to wait for Lady Godfrey. - 
Lord Summers, on his entrance, apologized 
to Lady Beaumont for his early viſit, which was 
© prompted by impatience, he ſaid,” to open his 
1theatt to her on a ſubject of much importance to 
- his happineſs; In fine, madam, added he, I 
wait on you to tequeſt your permiſſion tô pay 


* 


my addreſſes to yout chatming niece; Lam, tis 


true, ſometyears older than Miſs Maybank, but 
a man of fort yi with an excellent conſtitution; is 
not, Ithink, to be deemed an improper match 
for a young lady; my fortune is very conſidera- 
ble, and ſettlements ſnall be made equal to the 
higheſt expectations of her friends: will you 
permit me to aſk if the young lady has any pre- 
engagement? „I believe, my lord, replied 
Lady Braumont, I may venture to ſay ſhe has 
not ; but / on the ſubject your lordſhip has done 
umd thelhonot to mention, I am not empowered 
to peak. Lord Ma ybank, my brother, has tho 
it! ſole 
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ſole diſpoſal of his daughter's hand; and, with- 
8 out his concurrence, I cannot admit 'any: viſts 
avowedly to addreſs her.” I honor your pru- 

dence, madam, and to Lord Maybank I ſhall 

inſtantly write; but, may I flatter myſelf you 

will have no objection if I obtain his permiſ- 

ſion?“ „ The power of accepting, or rejecting, 

my lord, does not lay with me; but yet, if you 

will permit me to ſpeak my ſentiments, I freely 

confeſs I think there is too great a diſparity of 

years between you and Mifs Maybank; for 

though, certainly, your lordſhip may be ſaid to 

be in the prime of life, yet, my niece is ſo ve- 

ry young, that before ſhe arrives at that period 

you muſt be far advanced; and the diſproporti- 
on would appear much greater fifteen or fixteen 
years hence than even now.“ I am ſorry 
that is Four opinion, madam, ſaid he, evidently 
diſcompoſed, but I am too much attached to 
Miſs Maybank to relinquiſh the hope of being 
agreeable to her, though. I will not preſume to 
- viſit her without her father's ſanction: I flatter 
myſelf I may depend on your ladyſhip's candour, 
and reſt aſſured that you will not. prejudice her 

_ againſt me?“ „“ You may, my lord; and if 
my brother approves and my niece has no objeQi- 
on, I certainly ſhall think my family honored by 
Four lordſhip's offer.” This ſpeech ſmoothed his 
row, and with many compliments and profeffi- 
ons of eſteem for her ladyſhip, and adoration 
of Miſs Maybank, he took leave. Previous to 
waiting on Lady Beaumont he had enquired 
minutely into the character of her brother, and 
gained a knowledge of his tyrannical mercenary 
diſpoſition, with his preſent low connection, 
and little regard for his daughter; and as Lord 
Summers, though proud, haughty, and violent 
in 
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in his paſſions, was totally indifferent as to pe- 
cuniary matters, and, where rank abounded, 
never troubled himſelf about money, he wrote 
immediately to Lord Maybank, requeſting leave 
to addreſs his daughter, and offering ſuch noble 
ſettlements without the leaſt enquiry; relative to 
her fortune, as plainly proved his violent paſ- 
_ and appeared expreſſive of great genero- 
Icy. | 
| 15 the mean time Lady Godfrey had called on 
Miſs Maybank, and being ſhewn, to the. dreſ- 
ſing- room was alarmed at the pale neſs of her 
countenance; ** Are you not well?“ ſhe haſtily 
cried, Not perfectly ſo, anſwered; Louiſa, I 
have a head-ach, and did not reſt well.” Ah! 
returned the other, ſmilling, but *tis better to 
have the head-ach than the heart-ach, which 1s 
the caſe with my poor friend.“ What 
friend?“ aſked Miſs Maybank, Sir Charles 
Frankly ;” and ſeeing Louiſa bluſh, ** I fee, 
added ſhe, You are conſcious of the theft you 
have committed, and I hope diſpoſed to. make 
reparation for the offence: but, to be ſerious, 
my dear Miſs Maybank, although 1 can boaſt 
but a very ſhort acquaintance with you, I have 
been prevailed on by Sir James to acquaint you 
with a circumſtance in which he is deeply in- 
tereſted. You have ſeen Sir Charles Frankly, 
therefore, of his perſon and manners J ſay no- 
thing; but Sir James, whoſe judgment I have 
an implicit confidence in, aſſures me, he is ſen- 
flible, well-informed and a man of ſtrict morals 
and integrity; the ſenſibility and goodnels of 
his heart, Sir James illuſtrated to me by a little 
anecdote which you muſt permit me to relate to 
ou in his own words. The late Sir Charles 
Frankly, having loſt an amiable wife ſoon after 
N the 
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the birth of his ſecond ſon, was for ſome months 
ijnconſolable; but time, which blunts the edge 
ol affliction, ſubdued his, and before the year 
of mourning expired, he caſt his eyes on a 
young Woman, who, born of poor but reputa- 
dle parents, ſubſiſted chiefy by her needle in 
going out to work for the neighbouring families 
"—this unhappy girl he became *enamoured of, 
and by thoſe arts and contrivances in which 
mankind are too well verſed, triumphed over 
her virtue, and rendered her wretched for ever. 
He was paſſionately fond of her, and his ſons 
being at ſchool, ſhe lived in the houſe and 80. 
verned his family with the higheſt reputation, a 
perſon in her degraded ſtate Foul poſſibly ob- 
tain: ſhe had hem children whom ſhe loſt; 
and at the time of Sir Charles's death, which 
Vas about three wo fince, one "daughter only 
a remained, (who was e at a boarding-ſchool,) 
And two boys, the eldeſt about five years old. 
The reg Sir Charles was juſt of age when 
„Bit Tadher died, his brother Henr was at the 
| © vifiverfity,” intending to take orders; their fa- 
ot ther had amply ſupported them, and ſpared no 
expence in their education, but very ſeldom ſaw 
them for obvious feaſons. He was ill only three 
days, and on the ſecond, when his 15 
pronounced his caſe deſperate, ſhe ſent off an 
+ expreſs to his ſons, who arrived a few hours be- 
fore his death; they found him perfectly ſenſible 
and rejoiced to ſee them, though too much fe- 
duced to hold any converſation but in broken 
ſentences; taking his ſon Charles by the hand; 
„Let my example, ſaid he, teach you to ſhun 
vice I ſeduced Mrs. Marſhall from virtue,— 
" ſhe was good and (amiable I have been her 
bittereſt enemy have entailed on her and her 
"y 887 innocent 
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car 


mut herſelf up in agony of ſorrow, expecting 


* 
: 


i 


: 


her diſmiſhon. every moment, as ſhe well knew 


no proviſion was made for her, though the Jate 
Sir- Charles continually talked of making a ſet- 
tlement for her and her, children, but delayed 
it till too late: — dhe ſent Sir Charles the keys of 


_ every thing and waited his commands. with 
trembling anxiety :—after_ a few hours indul- 


gence of his grief, he wrote a note. to Mrs. 


_ Marſhall, requeſting, as a favor, that ſhe would 
reſame the management of the houſe 3 he order- 


* 


ed elegant mourning for herſelf and her children, 
and told her, that if ſhe choſe to have any parti- 
_cular, fitting room in the, houſe for her own uſe, 


he. would not intrude into it, but with her 


leave; — then, going to his brother's. apartment: 


« My dear Henry, ſaid he, how great are my 

obligations to my honored, father for giving me 
an opportunity of proying my fraternal regard— 
we are joint heiss, my. dear brother, .and one 


half of my father's fortune is your's.” 


Henry beheld. him withaſtoniſhment ; for ſome 

moments he _ graſped his band unable to ſpeak ; 

but, when he had the, power of uterance a 
APR ©: doen 
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friendly confention took place; how unlike the 


generality of mercenary brothers ! Sir Charles 


was, however, obliged to agree to a compro- 


mile ; his eſtate was five thouſand a year, be» 


| fides a great deal of ready money; Henry deter- 


mined to get into orders, all he would accept 
was twenty thouſand pound; “ *Tis a noble 


fortune, and much more than ever I ſhall want, 
 faid he, particularly as the living in your gift is 


ei-ht hundred a year, and held for me till I am 


_ ordained; which living, I dare ſay, my father 


thought a ſufficient proviſion.” Sir Charles, 


ASD him determined, gave up the point; 


«© And now, faid he, 'tis neceſſary to conſult 
about what can be done with Mrs. Marſhall 


and her children; I wiſh'to make her eaſy at 


once, for tis cruet to leave an afflicted mind in 


doubt and deſpair ; there is a ſmall cſtate jor by, 
of about three hundred pounds a year, 
to ſettle that on her and her heirs, beſides giving a 


think 


decent ſum to the children, whoſe intereſt I ſhall 


conſider as my own: her character in every 


point of view, but one, has been unexception- 


able; and as we cannot condemn that error 
. without reflecting on the memory cf a man, 
© Whoſe character it becomes s to hold ſacred, 
with us ſhe ought to ſtand 'wholly excuſed.— 
Poor woman ! I pity, from my ſoul, het preſent 
fſituation : and therefore ſhall haſten to make her 


eaſy if you approve my deſigns in her favor.“ 
Henry warmly applauded his brother's generof- 


"ty, and'Sjr Charles inffantty wrote! to her and 
- mentioned his intentions in her behalf, adding, 


He would give her children five thouſand 


pounds each, and always look on them as his 
neareſt relations; that deſigning to go abroad 
| for two or three years, he ſhould requeſt the fa- 


vor 
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vor of her continuance in that houſe during his 
abſence, to ſuperintend every thing exactly as 
| ſhe had been accuſtomed to do in his father's 
life time.“ , | 

Mrs. Marſhall was overpowered by ſuch un- 
expected goodneſs, and we may ſuppoſe her 
feelings when ſhe ſaw Sir Charles, muſt have 
produced a very pathetic ſcene : he fulfiſſed all 
his deſigns, ſaw every one made happy by his 
generoſity, and then went abroad. Sir James's 
Joy at his return—you were a witneſs to, but his 
kind viſit to us was productive of an event on 
which his future happineſs depends, And now, 
my dear Miſs Maybank, before I proceed, tell 
me your opinion of Sir Charles from what you 
have ſeen and from what I have related?“ 
Louiſa was extremely confuſed, her heart bore 
teſtimony to the virtues of a character ſo excel- 
lent, aud ſhe felt deeply intereſted in every thing 
related of him, but the acquaintance, ſo recent, 
would by no means warrant a free explanation 
of her ſentiments; ſhe, therefore, with ſome 
heſitation, replied, “I certainly think, Sir 
Charles Frankly very agreeable as to his appear- 
ance, and the little hiſtory you have related 
gives me a very high idea of the goodneſs of 

is heart; but as no character is abſolutely per- 

tea, and we know not what mar; he the ſhades 
in his, *tis impoſſible to form a decifive opinion 
of his merits on a very ſhort acquaintance.” 
% From your good ſenſe and diſeretion, my 
dear Miſs Maybank, I might have expected 
ſuch an anſwer to my queſtion ; and you, I am 
ſure, will forgive my partiality to the opinion of 
Sir James, whoſe warm commendations of his 
friend have intereſted me much in his favor; 

and now for the motives which have induced 
me 


) 
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me to mention this ſubje&. The evening Sic 
Charles ſaw you at our houſe, he confeſſed him- 
ſelf exceſſively ſtruck with your perſon; I muſt 
tell you his very words; ** think Miſs May- 

bank the moſt intereſting young woman I ever 
| beheld, hundreds, perhaps, are more beautiful, 
though ſhe is truly lovely in her face and figure; 
but *tis the expreſſion of her countenance, the 
_ ſweetneſs, the elegance of her manners; ſo mo- 
deſt, eaſy, and unaffected, and—" Hold, 
hold, my dear madam! cried Miſs Maybank, 
if I could hear to hear, or hearing, believe I de- 
© ſerved all thoſe fine encomiums your are laviſh- 

ing on me, I ſhould forfeit every pretenfion to 
_ modeſty ; — ſo pray ſpare me.” Well, replied 
Lady Godfrey, ſmiling, I will not wound your 
_ delicacy, though, at ſecond hand; but only 
tell you, your merits, ſuch as they are, have 
entirely ſubdued the heart of Sir Charles Frank- 
I, but as we could not inform him whether or 
no your affeQions are diſengaged, he entreated 
me to make the enquiry previous to his viſiting 
here with Sir James and myſelf: If, faid 

he, I am fo unfortunate as to be too late in 
my application to Miſs Maybank, I muſt ſee 
der no more; I ſnall then go into the country 
for a time at leaſt, and attend to the improve- 
ment of my eſtates, in order to amuſe my mind; 
Ii on the contrary no man has yet ſucceded in 
making himſelf acceptable, I may hope to be ad- 
mitted as a candidate for her favour, and to 
de accepted or rejected, as on a further ac 
quaintance I ſha!l appear to deſerve, and now 
my amiable friend what do you ſay to my com- 

miſſion ?“ „ am extremely obliged to your 

Jadyſhip for your good opinion, which has in- 

duced you to enter into this ſubject: I have 
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never yet received the addreſſes of any man, 
and permit me to ſay, 1 never will, without the 
"approbation of my friends; yet, I ſhould think 
"very meanly of that gentleman's delicacy, "Who 
could apply to them without having, from a long 
© acquaintance with me, impreſſed me with ſuch 
a favourable idea of his morals, generoſity and 
© goodneſs of heart, as might entitle him to think 
he poſſeſſed my eſteem. A premature declata- 
tion of love which can be founded on perſonal 
merits only, is in my opinion an inſult on the 
_ underſtanding of any woman, and no recom- 
mendation to the haſty declarer. As a friend 
of Sir James Godfrey's I ſhall be happy to ſee Sir 
Charles at any time with your ladyſhip 5 in any 
other light I muſt beg to be excuſed receiving 
him until I am better acquainted with bis merits,. 
and he is juſtified in his preſent too favorable 
opinion of mine.” I am at leaſt juſtified, 
""(faid Lady Godfrey, in my opinion of your 
good ſenſe and delicacy, nor will Sir Charles, I 
am ſure, give you reaſon to doubt his reſpe& 
and diſcretion ; that you were free, was all he 
wiſhed to learn, and to be admitted as a com- 
mon viſitor is. all he has à right to expect at 
Penne and to prevent Fob? Neling any em- 

rrafſment when you ſee him, I muſt declare 
to you, I have exceeded my commitfion';. he 
| requeſted me not to mention his particular Ad- 
miration, but fimply to obtain information, if 
any gentleman had been accepted: but you ſee 
my imprudence; I could not keep my ſecret, 
and to own the truth, wiſhed to impreſs you 
with a favorable idea of him; ſo, have the 
_ goodneſs to pardon me, and think the more 
highly of his diſcretion at my expence.” % You 
can never err but with a good deſign, e 
| | _-Mifs 


plied Lady Beaumont, ſmiling, 
not think it a proof of his 1 ſenſe, or the 
judgment expected at his time of liſe; but pray, 
my dear madam, what was your anſwer?“ Lady 
Beaumont having repeated what paſt ; ** ſurely, 
_ faid Miſs Maybank, his lordſhip will not think 
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Miss Maybank, and 1 thank you for your can- 
dour, which has, 1 confeſs, relieved: me from 


"the difficulty you apprehended.” The ladies 
then proceeded to Hyde-Park, and having en- 


joyed a very pleaſant airing, Mils Maybank te- 
turned juſt in time to dreſs for dinner. 
After dinner, when the ſervants were with- 


0 draw Lady Beaumont acquainted her niece 
that ady Summers and Mrs. Minors were ſet 
off for. Caſtle-Hill in Berkſhire, and then re- 


peated the purport of my lord's viſit—Miſs 


Maybank was aſtoniſhed ; Lord Summers 
- addreſs me ! ſaid ſhe in a tone of ſurpriſe, ſurely 
he muſt be out of his ſenſes l“ «© Why doubtleſs, 


anſwered Lady Beaumont, there is ſome dif- 
ference. in your ages; but Lord Summers is 


not an old nor a diſagreeable man.” *. Cer- 


tainly not, mgdam, ſaid her niece, and it was 


far from my intention to draw any compariſans 


reſpecting his age, or perſon, my ſurpriſe ariſes 
from his entertaining ſo ſtrong a partiality for 
one with whom he 1s fo little acquainted as to 


know neither her diſpoſition or underſtanding.” 


« Tis at leaſt a compliment to Jour perſon, re- 
« but you will 


of applying to. my father : 4} madam, why 


did you make ſuch a reference ?” I could not 
| ang him by a refuſal without aſſigning ſome 


Ns EA: replied Lady Beaumont, nor indeed do 
hink myſelf authoriſed to. refuſe or accept 
ef gow? my e s Concurrence ; and I think 


you would not have been pleaſed had J left the 


matter 
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matter to your determination.” ] don't know 
that J ſhould, but I ſhall be very unhappy if my 
father gives his ſanction to the addrefles of Lord 
Summers.“ Don't make yourſelf uncaſy my 
dear, replied her ladyſhip, I have too good an 
opinion of your father to ſuppoſe he will deny 
you the liberty of rejeing any offer you can 
| Fry object to, and if you approve of it I 

will write to him on the ſubject and tell him you 
wiſh to decline the addreſſes of Lord Summers.“ 
This propoſal accorded with the wiſhes of Miſs 
Maybank, and enabled her to reſume her uſual 
compoſure ſo as to accompany her aunt to a rout 
at Lady Mandeville's in the evening, where ſhe 
met her good friends the Stanley's, Warner's, 
Sir James and Lady Godfrey, Mr. and Mrs. 
Hargrave and Sir Charles Frankly. It being her 
firft appearance at a public rout, ſhe was honored 
with very particular attention, and among others 
Lord Delmot, who had been mighty zffiduous 
about Mrs Minors, tilt her retiring to the houſe 
of her grandmother threw him at a diſtance from 
her converſation, and hearing ſhe had left Town 
he gave up the purſuit and was at liberty to be 
attrafted by other objeas. . 

Lord Delmot was one of thoſe very faſhion- 
able men who make gallantry the chief buſineſs 
of their lives, or look on every man's wife or 
daughter as fair game for their libertine pur- 
ſuits, reſtrained by no ſentiments of honor, 
checked by no feelings of generofity or huma- 
nity, they fcruple not to deceive and betray 
under the ſanction of gallantry and faſhion, 
and conſider every intrigue in which they ſuc- 
creed as an additional feather in their cap, and a 
* . paſſport to the admiration of the ladies. Shame 
do the licentious manners of the age which can 
E RS | induce 
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„He bel ld the W importunitics of Lord 


Delmot with indignation ſcarcely to be repteſſed, 
and when he conſidered his lordſhip's s rank, ſu- 
perior fortune, and his reputation as a moſt ele- 
gant faſtiionable man, he trembled bor his gon 
* ſucceſs, and doubted his own pretenſions to her 
favor. Before the company broke up Lot 4 55 


* 


mot took an opportunity of advaneing to i ady 


Beaumont and politely bowing, thaugh 1, have 
not the honor. of being known to jour 45 p- 
Pe 
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I hope you will permit me to pay my reſpeQs to 
you and Miſs Maybank, when your doors are 
opened to any of our common friends? your 
Lordſhip does me great honor, replied Lady 
Beaumont, very gravely, but as my reſidence 
in Town will be very ſhort, I muſt deny my- 
ſelf the favor yon intend me this ſeaſon—His 
e on his heel evidently diſcom- 
poſed, and Sir Charles who had marked his 
addreſs, felt pleaſure in proportion to the mor- 
tification of the other, and when, on taking 
leave he had the happineſs of handing Miſs 
Maybank to her carriage, he was reminded b 

Lady Beaumont, ſhe expected to ſee him the 
following day with Sir, James and Lady Godfrey 
—delighted with an invitation ſo conſonant to his 
wiſhes he aſſured her of his ready attendance ; 
and when the carriage drove off, was in ſuch 
harmony of ſpirits as excited the raillery of his 
agrecable friends on the little circumſtances which 
convey inexpreſſible delight to a real lover. 

On their return to Stanhope- ſtreet, Lady Beau- 
mont remarked on the forward behavior of Lord 
Delmot; I believe I rather rudely repreſſed his 
deſire of vifiting here, but I wiſhed to ſhow my 
diſlike of him, his character is deteſtable, and I 
am aſtoniſhed ladies of reputation will admit him 
to their houſes; he certainly had very unjuſtifi- 
able deſigns on Mrs. Minors, and I, know not if 
we ought to regret thoſe misfortunes which have 
placed her out of the power of ſuch wretehes as 
« himſelf. I am rejoiced at his repulſe ſaid Miſs 
Maybank, for I neyer met a man ſo imperti- 


nently troubleſome. 


: C HAP. 
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CHAP. XXVII. 


| UNEXPECTED DIFFICULTIES. 


A FEW days paſt on without any thing new 
or dat taking place, when, one 
morning Lady Beaumont was informed Lord 
Summers was in the drawing-room, ſhe was a 
little alarmed as foreſeeing what muſt have oc- 
caſioned a ſecond viſit, on entering the room, 
after the common compliments, his lordſhip pro- 
ceeded to buſineſs and preſenting her with a 
fmall packet, „I had the honor of receiving 
this letter from Lord Maybank, and hope the 
contents will meet your ladyſhip's approbation.” 

Lady Beaumont opening her packet found one for 
Miſs Mavbank, and the contents of her own 

was as follows: | 


Fc My 
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My Dear Siſter, 


6% Lord Summers has done me the honor of 
requeſting my permiſſion to addreſs my daughter, 
as his lordſhip's offers are truly generous and ex- 
ceeds any expectations Louiſa has a right to 
adopt, I moſt readily aſſent to his wiſhes, and 
hope you will join with me in perſuading my 
daughter to be grateful for his lordſhip's attenti- 
ons and that no. unneceſſary delay on her part 
may impede the completion of an union every 
way ſo deſirable and conſonant to my wiſhes. 


I am, 
My dear Siſter, 
our affeQionate Brother, 
MAYBANK.” 
Much difconcerted at the peruſal of this letter, 
Lady Beaumont ſat with her eyes fixed on it 
much longer than was neceſſary to read it twice 


over, till his lordſhip, growing a little impatrent 
—may I flatter myſelf with your ladyſhip's in- 


tereſt, now I have obtained the conſent of Lord 


Maybank ? demanded he in a very earneſt man- 
ner.——My lord, replied Lady Beaumont, we are 
certainly much honored in the alliance you pro- 
poſe, but you muſt pardon me, if the moſt cer- 
tain conviction of the miſeries which attend a 
marriage without the previous knowledge of the 
| morals and diſpoſitions of both gentleman and 
lady, cauſes me to heſitate in the approbation 


you require. My niece appears to me truly ami- 


àble, but ſhe has had no difficulticsto-encounter, 


no 


— 


| 

| 
| 
A 
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no diſappointments to contend: with, therefore 
her character can hardly be decided on. As to 
_ - your-lordſhip's character that I am entirely un- 
acquainted with, but by publie report —and 
- » thats, madam, ſaid he, intetrupting her, I may 
venture to ſay, is in my favor. I hope and be- 
„lier ſo, rephied her ladyſhip, but if you are both 
cemqually good and reſpectable, there ought to be 
à reciprocal eſteem before a marriage is abſo- 
lutely determined on. Well, madam, anſwered 
his Jord(hip, and that is what I am deſirous to 
cultivate, and now that I have my paſſport in 
my hand, I may preſume to hope I ſhall not be 
denied the liberty of viſiting [Miſs Maybank ? 
certainly not, my lord, ſaid ſhe, and if my 
niece ſhould happily approve your lordſhip's ad- 
dreſſes, I do aſſure you, not the ſmalleſt objec- 
tion will be made on my part, for I have a great 
> eſteem for Lady Summers, and am very ſenſible 
_. of; the honor you deſign my family. 
This polite ſpeech ſmoothed his lordſhip's 
. brow, and, after requeſting» permiſſion to take 
tea with; them in the evening, he departed to- 
lerably well ſatisfied for a ſpirit ſo haught y as his. 
Tus certain to an unprejudiced mind there oould 
not ; appear any reaſonahle ohjection to Lerd 
Summere—zhis perſon. was really very pleafing, 
and he might have; paſſed: for two ot thtee and 
thirty $5: his -eftate Was: immenſe, his merals:in 
the gene al ſenſe of the word among the, polite 
-; world, was unexceptionable. But, heqwas vio- 
lent, haughty und faſtidious to a degree, could 
bear no oppoſition to his will, and never gave 
up a point he was determined to grades — ; 
; [theſe trait» of his character were not generally 
- known, many ladies: had ſpread their nets for 
„Land ä many mothers. had courted his 


allian ce, 
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alliance, and many had been deeply mortified in 


their ill ſucceſs to partake of his lordſhip's great 


fort une, and command his beautiful equipage; 


no wonder, therefore, that he expected an over- 
ture from him ſhould be gladly received, and 


that he was diſpleaſed with Lady Beaumont's 


coldneſs; but having been highly gratified by 


Lord Maybank's letter, and tolerably reconciled” 


by the laſt ſpeech of Lady Beaumont, he enter- 
tained no doubt of his ſucceſs with the young” 


lady. ++ | 
In the mean time Miſs Maybank had ſuffered 
the moſt painful ſuſpence during his viſit, and 


the moment his chariot drove off, flew down to 


her aunt, who had plainly the traces of vexation 
on her countenance, and was once more peruſ- 
ing her brother's ſhort, though peremptory epiſ- 


tle—what news, my dear madam ; cried ſhe, 


with evident anxiety—here is a letter for you, 


my dear, replied her ladyſnip, and one | have 


likewiſe received from your father; ſhe gave her 


both the letters, and watched her countenance, 


whilſtſhe read them Miſs Maybank turned pale 
at the firſt lines, and before ſhe had -finiſhed, 


burſt into tears. Good Heavens | ſaid ſhe, ho- 


can my father ſo peremptorily command me to 
receive Lord Summers as à huſband without 
knowing his character and diſpoſition, no, I ean- 
not obey him, I cannot accept the hand of Lord 


Summers! Confider what you ſay, my dear girl, 
ſaid her ladyſhip, very mildly; you are ready to 


blame your father for ſo haſtily epproving, are not 


you equally wrong in being ſo ready to diſap- 


prove you know as little of his lordſhip as your”' 


o 
- 


ow 


father does, and therefore ought not to be preju-" 


diced in his disfavor; juſtice obliges me to ſay, 


that the public voice is in the favor of Lord 
Summers 


« 


5 


* 
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Summers who is generally eſtcemed—do not be 
haſty in your reſolves, obey your father, receive 
his viſits, and with an unbiaſſed mind judge for 
yourſelt.—You are very good, my dear madam, 


to reprove me ſo gently, for I acknowledge I was 


wrong in deciding ſo peremptorily, and I ſhould 


be much more ſo if I had any reſerves to 0 


ſhe then briefly related the converſation which 
had paſſed ſome days before between Lady God- 
frey and herſelf, and concluded, with a candid 
confeſhon, that hitherto Sir Charles Frankly 
ſtood higher in her eſteem than any other gen- 


tleman, but as he had never yet particularly ad- 


dreſſed her, ſhe certainly was entirely at liberty 
to reject or entertain any gentleman, and ſhe 
hoped her heart was equally free— l hope ſo too, 
replied Lady Beaumont, becauſe I know my 
brother's diſpoſition, and fear he will not be per- 
ſuaded to relinquiſh an offer ſo much for your 
advantage in point of fortune, and which really 
appears unexceptionable, unleſs the balance of 
a few years ſnould be deemed fo. I ſhould deſ- 
piſe myſelf, madam, replied Miſs Maybank, 
f that were to be my only objection, for realy 
Lord Summers is a very agreeable man, and you 
ſhall, find my dear aunt, that I will not be go- 
verned by capricious motives, nor like a:roman- 
tic girl, fancy I muſt be dying for love before 1 
marry ; 1 will receive both gentlemen as com- 
mon viſitors, and it ſhall depend on themſelves 
to obtain a preference which never ſnall be lightly. 


given. My dear good girl, faid Lady Beaumont, 


embracing her, may Heaven direct your choice, 
and may you be as happy as you deſerve; for 
my. own part, I muſt be neuter, and. I dare con- 
fide in your principles, that you will determine 

10 870i 9 % 931009 as 
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as honor, your own inclinations, and reverence: - 
to your father's will, can be reconciled together. 
Miſs Maybank, after dinner, retiring to her 
own apartment, once more peruſed her letter, 
and was much hurt to obſerve nothing was left 
to her choice, ſhe was commanded to receive 
Lord Summers as her deſigned huſband, and 
conſidering her father was a ſtranger to both his 
perſon and principles, though fbe could object 
to neither, ſne could not help feeling the com- 
mand was a harſh one, and dictated more from 
pride and conſideration of fortune, than a regard 
to her happineſs; nevertheleſs, ſo highly ſhe 
thought of filial obedience, that ſhe determined, 
if nothing very objectionable appeared in Lord 
Summers, ſhe would ſacrifice a growing inclina- 
tion to the duty ſhe owed her father. 
In the evening Lord Summers was announced, 
dreſſed in the moſt elegant ſtyle, Mr. and Mrs. 
Warner were the only company preſent, having 
paid his general compliments, he advanced to 
Miſs Maybank ; J flatter myſelf, madam, you 
will pardon this liberty which Lord Maybank has 
the goodneſs to indulge me with—every friend 
of my father's, my lord, has a claim to my reſ- 
pet. He bowed, but felt the coldneſs of the 
word reſpect, which rather threw him at a diſ- 
tance, and recalled that difference in years which 
he was deſirous ſhould be forgotten. He was, 
however, ſenſible and intelligent, talked agree- 
able on ſeveral ſubjects, and Miſs Maybank 
could not refuſe to acknowledge, Lord Summers 
had a right to challenge eſteem, and to be re- 
ceived with pleaſure, and as he made no par- 
ticular addreſs to her, nor ſeemed to avail him- 
ſelf of her father's partiality, it gave her the 
better opinion, both of his love and reſpect. Her 


\ fate 
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fate, ſhe thought, muſt depend on the ſucceſs 6f 


her aunt's letter, if her father left her the liberty 
of rejecting, ſhe' certainly would put an end to 
the pretenſions of Lord Summers; if on the con- 
trary he perſiſted in his commands, ſhe was re- 
ſolved,” if poſſible, to obey him, if nothing in 
his lordſhip's conduct or temper compelled her to 
the contrary.” Her predilection in favor of Sir 
Charles Frankly, ſhe hoped was temporary, and 
ſuch as could be ſubdued ; ſhe owned he-was to 
be preferred to any gentleman ſhe had yet ſeen, 
and if left to her choice ſhe would not heſitate to 
give him that preference; but it was her fixed 
determination to be governed by prudence and 
diſcretion,” and not ſuffer fancy to take the lead 
of filial duty and obedience, how little claim 
ſoever her father had to expect it. Having thus 
reaſoned herſelf into a compoſure ſhe ſcarcely 
hoped for in the morning, ſhe retired to reſt with 
a happy conſciouſneſs which evermore attends 


the performance of our duties. | | 


— 
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CHAP. XXVIIL 


NEWS FROM ABROAD. - 


THE next day Lady Beaumont was hight y 

rejoiced at receiving a large packet from 

her ſon, though both ſurpriſed and ſhocked at 
ſome of the contents, the letter was as follows:. 


! Liſle. 
Deareſt Madam F 


6 After a very pleaſant j journey, wich ex- 
periencing any other inconvenience but from 
the ſeverity of the cold, we arrived ſafe at Liſle, 
where we deſign to reſt for a few weeks—the let- 
ters I carried with me have introduced me to ſome 
very reſpectable families, and the amuſements 
of the town have been of infinite ſervice both 

Vor. II. D to 
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to my health and ſpirits; the latter indeed re- 
ceived a great ſhock about three days ſince, the 
occaſion this there was an aſſembly to which 
Mr. Thompſon and myſelf were invited, at one 
of the firſt houſes in the town, and we prepared 
to avail ourſciues of the invitation; juſt as we 
ſtept into the coach an equipage paſſed us with a 
lady and gentleman, I was ſtruck with the tran- 
fient view I had of the lady, convinced that her 
face was not unknown to me, but judge of my 
ſurpriſe and emotions, after entering the room 
and being introduced te. ſeveral-of the company, 
on turning to take iny ſeat, my attention was 
ſuddenly rivetted by a {ady dreſſed in the gaieſt 
ſtyle, and whom I preſently recogniſed as Mrs. 
Rivers ! I ſtood transfixed ; the moſt painful ſen- 
ſations occupied my boſom, and my emotions 
were ſo viſible that Mr. Thompſon taking my 
arm and drawing me to a feat, are you not well ? 
he haſtily demanded—indeed I was not, a ſick- 
| neſs came over my heart, and only the behavior 
of that woman, by exciting my indignation, 
could have recovered me, my eyes being till 
fixed on her, as her's were on me; at firſt I 
thought ſhe appeared diſconcerted, but recover- 
ing herſelf, and flirting her fan witlt an air of 
contempt, ſhe whiſpered ſomething to the gen- 
tleman who ſtood before her, who, turning his 
eyes full on me, returned the whiſpef';- the lady 
affected a laugh, roſe from her ſeat, and they 
both retired to a different part of the room, with 
all the non-challence- imaginable.—Provoked at 
her inſenſibility and inſolence, though I felt my- 
ſelf. an agreſſor, yet I could not forgive her ap- 
pearance; not the ſmalleſt compliment paid to 
the memory of her unfortunate daughter, whoſe 
death I ball ever deplore, but yhich ſeems to 
KA have 
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have made no impreſſion on her worthleſs mo- 
ther, dreſſed with all the gaiety of fifteen, and 
devoid of common ſenſibilities, what a deſpicable 
woman ! indignation, as 1 obſerved, revived 
my ſpirits ; and caſting a look at her, expreſſive 
of my feelings, I took no further notice, but 
joined in the amuſements of the evening. She 

declined dancing but I obſerved the ſame gentle- 
man conſtantly at her fide, and ſceing an En- 

gliſh gentleman who lodged in the ſame hotel 
with us, ſpeak to him, I took an opportunity to 

aſk him if he new the gentleman and lady, he 

replied, „ the lady is Engliſh, a woman of 
fathion. believe, but I do not know her name, 
the gentleman is Monſ. de Renier, they have 
only been here two days, are come from Paris, 
and I underſtand are going to Bruſſels z whether 
they are married, or only on a jaunt of pleaſure. 
and gallantry I know not, as my knowledge of 
Monſ. de Renier is very flight and accidental.” — 

On our return to the hotel I was obliged to give 

ſome ſatisfaction to the affe ctionate concern of 
Mr. Thompſon, though I ſpared him the know - 
ledge of my crime out of reſpe& to the memory. 
of the ever, regretted Miſs Rivers. As I by no 
means wiſhed to encounter a ſecond, interview, 
I propoſed to my worthy friend remaining a few. 
weeks here, and whether married or ſingle hope. 
they will have quitted Bruſſels before we enter it. 
I have written to Lord Stormer and encloſed Sir 
Edward Stanley's letter. I hope my amiable cou- 
fin, is well and contributes to your happineſs, ; 
molt ardently do I wiſh my uncle had brought her 
to London ſome Months ſooner, but, regret is 
unavailing, and 'tis fit we ſhould ſuffer for our 
follies. Preſent my fincereit reſpects and warm- 
eſt good wiſhes to her and all your worthy friends, 

and may my deareſt mother recover and preſerve 
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that tranquillity her virtues deſerve, and which 
never more ſha'l be interrupted by her truly af. 
e 222 and grateful os. 


' pd goes Cf | | WILLIAM BEAUMONT.” | 


7. 5. Mr. Thompſon writes to Mr. Thornhill, 


td whom 1 have a thouſand obligations for the 


pleaſure he has procyred me in the company of 
this truly” valuable man. F 


Lady Beaumont could ſcarcely recover from 
the aſtoniſhment this letter had thrown her into— 
that Mrs. Rivers, whom ſhe had ſo lately heard 
from, whom ſhe ſuppoſed” to be in Paris, ſhould 
be fo de void gf common humanity and maternal 


affection as to flight even the appearance of de- 


cent mourning for an only child, and travel 
about with gentlemen — ſuch range unaccounta- 
ble conduct could not be reconciled with common 

ſenſe or decency, and ſhe foreſaw the miſerable 
conſequences of ſuch-improper behavior. From 
ſuch Gfayrecable reflections ſhe was rouſed by the 
entrance of Mrs. Warner and Mr. and Mrs. 
Harris, who came, they ſaid, to pay their reſ- 
= to Lady Beaumont, previous to their leav- 

g England; they lamented the diſagreeable 

8 which precluded them from cultivating an 
intimacy, from which they promiſed themſelves 
ſo much honor and pleaſure ; but the elder Mr.“ 

Harris had been for ſome time in a bad ſtate of 
health, his phyſicians had ordered him to the 
ſouth of France, and he doated ſo much on his 
daughter, that neither duty nor inclination, ſhe 
ſaid, would permit her to decline her attendance. 


on him. I commend your reſolution, by dear 
.madain, „ 
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madam, replied Lady Beaumont, and hope 
Mr. Harris will receive benefit from his tour, 
but whateger is the event you will find fatisfac- 
tion in the performance of a grateful duty. She 
mentioned having heard from her ſon, and ad- 
ded, it chance ſhould throw you in the way 
of each other on the Continent, I am ſure 
William will find much pleaſure in paying you 
every attention to which he knows from me, you 
are fo juſtly entitled. They thanked her lady- 
- ſhip for her politeneſs, and taking leave had her 
beſt wiſhes for their happineſs. Miſs Maybank 
regretted their abſence, for their characters had 
intpired her with much reſpect for them, and de- 
fire to be of their acquaintance. © Mrs. Warner 
aſked Lady Beaumont how much longer ſhe in- 
tended to remain in town, we be on the 
wing for Warwickſhire next wee ſhe, and 
the Nantes will ſoon follow us. I do not think 
of returning to Sion Park this ſeaſon, anſwered 
ber ladyſhip,” although I ſhall greatly feel the 
want of your ſociety, but I have no inclination 
to go there in my ſon's abſence ; I have requeſted: 
Mr.- Thornhill to enquire out ſome ſmall decent 
habrtation for us to ſpend the ſummer months in, 
either at, or in the neighbourhood of Richmond 
— Indeed, cried Mrs. Warner, I am ſorry that 
is your determination, though ſelf-intereſt apart, 
I muſt confeſs, the fituation you wiſh for more 
calculated to amuſe Miſs Maybank than our dull 
neighbourhood. I intend making a ſhort ſum- 
mer of it, and inſtead of going to Bath next 
ſeaſon, may poſſibly paſs a f:w weeks on the 
banks of the Thames. That reſolution of 
2 will conſiderably add to our pleaſures, ſaid 

ady Beaumont, and was going to add ſome- 
thing more, when Lady Godfrey, Mrs. Har- 

4 grave 
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; grave and Sir Charles Frankly were announced, 
* who came, they ſaid, to take the Ladies into 
Hyde- park: Miſs Maybank, at firſt, heſitated 
to comply with their requeſt, ſhe thought the 
leſs ſhe faw Sir Charles the better, during her 
preſent ſtate of ſuſpenſe, but Lady Godfrey urg- 
ing her to order her cloak, ſhe had not reſolu- 
tion to reſuſe hut prepared to accompany them, 
her aunt remaining with Mrs. Warner, who, 
aſter the youm folks were gone, aſked Lady 
Beaumont, if Sir Charftes Frankly was not an 
admirer of Miſs Maybank ? he certainly has 
never made any addreſſes to her, anſwered her 
ladyſhip, but I think he eſteems her: I am ure 
of it, replied the other, and really congratulate 
her on ſuch a conqueſt, for Sir rles Frankly 
has a moſt amiable character, was a good ſon, 
and has p himſelf an affeQionate generous 
brother, which gives almoſt a moral certainty 
he will make a good huſband : he has a fine for- 
tune and a moſt agreeable figure, and akogether 
is uncxceptjapable where there is no prepoſleſ- 
ſion in favor of anather. I have a high opinion 
of Sir Charles, anſwered Lady Beaumont, but 
can ſay nothing as to an event yon allude to, my 
niece, I beſieve, will ſubmit to the commands 
af her father in ſuch important matters, and I 
ſhall interfere as little as poſhble. As Mrs. War- 
ner took leave Lord Summers was announced, 
and being informed Louiſa was gone into the 
Park, made à ſhort viſit and followed her —he 
ſoon found the party and made no difficulty of 
14 joining them, though a little diſconcerted at ſec» 
* ning Sir Charles ſo cloſe in hiß attendance. 
UE _ After parading about two hours in the park, 
Lady Godfrey ſet Miſs Maybank down in Stan- 
hope-ſtreet, having previouſly obliged her tg 
| | promiſe 
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romiſe ſhe would accompany them inthe even- 
zngtothe opera, which engagement being known 
to Lord Sumimers, he took care to be very near 
the party, and alſo to be of hereeſcort home. 


THE CANDOUR OF AN INGENIOUS MIND. 


The following morning Lady Bearmont re 
ceived a letter from her brothe e contents 
were very ſhort, ** he was arp diſpleaſ- 
ed, Louiſa ſhould preſume to with for pemiſſion 
to decline receiving the addreſſes of Lord Sum- 
mers, but he had abſolutely given his promi/e 
from which he never receded, and therefore ex- 
ected ſhe would be ready to give her hand to 
Ford Summers, Within a month, ſettlements 
were already preparing, and he ſhould be in 
town within a fortnight, though only ſuch an 
event could have brought him to London Again 
—he concluded with requiring implicit obedi- 
ende from the daughter, and an entire con- 
N from his ſiſter to an 'union fo defira- 
1 | 

Lady Beaumont felt a very ſincere concern in 
reading this letter, ſhe confeſſed Sir Charles 
Frankly much more deſerving her niece, and it 
was very plain to her he would be the object of 
her choice was ſhe at liberty to determine, but 
ſhe knew her brother too well to hope he would 
| be 
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be influenced by any thing ſhe or his daughter 
eould ſay; beſides, with what . propriety could 
ſhe own a preference, when there had been no 
abſolute avowal of Sir Charles's paſſion? ſhe 
was interrupted in her reverie by the entrance of 

Miſs Maybank, to whom ſhe delivered her fa- 
ther's letter without a fingle comment—the pe- 
ruſal of which brought tears into her eyes, but after 
a little pauſe, ſhe ſaid, well my deareſt madam, 
my leſſon is very ſhort, I have nothing to do 
but to ſubmit, for, in truth I cannot form a 
fingle objection. She retired to her room and 
endeavored to reconcile her mind to an event 
which ſhe ſaw was inevitable. But her tran- 
quility was ſhort, for within an hour after, the 
tollowing letter was delivered to her. : 


S 


TO Miss MAYBANKE-. 


Madam, 

Do not judge too ſeverely of that temerity 
which breaks through the rules, I had preſcribed 
myſelf, not to have confeſſed my particular ad- 
miration of Miſs Maybank, till time and my 
aſſiduities might have given me ſome claim to 
hope for her eſteem. But apprehenſive of the 
numberleſs addreſſes you will undoubtedly re- 
ceive, Jcan no longer reſtrain myſelf from ſoli- 

N | citing 


—— 
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citing permiſſion to offer myſelf a candi- 
date for the happineſs of being eſteemed by 
you I will not preſume to ſolicit an anſwer, 
propitious be your ſilence | nor will I take the 
liberty to addreſs myſelf to Lord Maybank until 
ſuch time as his lovely daughter ſhall think me 
deſerving the honor of her eſteem. I am, 
with the higheſt reſpect, and moſt perfect ad- 


miration, 


Madam a 


Your devoted humble ſervant, 


CHARLES' FRANKLY.” 


ks 


« 5 


* 


Poor Frankly ! Wench Miſs May bank, I foel 
for your diſappointment, but it would be Five! 
to keep him in ſuſpenſe, and the 1 05 8 
an end to his pretenſions the better I only 
add to my own regret by adihitting his 8 
which can anſwer na pur poſe now, but to make 
bath unhappy. Sitting down at her writs - 
Fo we: ane Fehde ſhe wrote ele 
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SIX CHARLES FRANKLY- 


Sir, 


*© had the honor to receive your letter, and 
thinkmyſelfbothflatteredandobligedby the eſteem 
you profeſs for. me, and if it will afford you any 
pleature, ſeruple not to confeſs there is no man 
whoſe good opinion I would prefer to Sir C. 
Frankly's—but this, fir, is all the acknowledg- 
ment 1 can return, for I have received my fa- 
ther's commands to admit the addreſſes of Lord 
Summers thoſe commands with me are ſacred, 
and I muſt teach my heart to be obedient to 
the will of him who gave me being; from 
herce, fir, you will fee the neeeſſity of declin- 
ing thoſe viſits, which, I confeſs, afforded me 
pleaſure, but in our preſent ſituation, can an- 
fwer no good purpoſe to either. Accept my 
eff, my fincereſt wiſhes for your happineſs, 
and believe me, with a due ſenſe of your merit, 


Sir, 


1 — — 


— 34 a 


— 
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Your obliged and moſt obedient ſervant, 


OUISA MAYBANK.” 


7 
. 


On 


— 
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On reperuſing what ſhe had wrote, the ſtyle 
did not pleaſe her, ſhe conſidered and began 
another letter, but the agitation of her mind 
rather increaſed than diminiſhed, and ſhe was 
forced ta give up thg attempt and let the firſt go 
betore. ſhe. ſealed ihe went into Lady Beau- 
mont's drefſing-room, and giving her both let 
ters, do.me the favor, my dear aunt, to look 
over theſe papers, and judge if I have ated pro- 
perly. When her ladyſhip had peruſed them, 
ſhe ſaid, yes, my dear girl, you have conducted 
yourſelf with that candour and diſcretion I ex- _ 
peQcd, it avails nothing to regret now, yet 1 
cannot help wiſhing Sir Charles had ſuperceded 
Lord Summers in an application to your father, 
but, indeed both offers are fo very unexception- 
able that you have reaſon to value yourſelf on 
being ſo diſtinguiſned. I am grateful to both gen- 
tlemen, replied Miſs Maybank, but I could have 

| wiſhed not to be ſo ſoon hurried into an engage- 
ment which requires much prudence and diſere- 
tion to conduct. However, the ſoong I ſend 
this letter the better; then calling a ſervant, ihe 
diſpatched: him with that fatal epiſtle which coſt 
ber ſome ſighs and was to overwhelm a worthy 
man with the moſt poignant diftreſs. _. 
This was to be a day of embaraſſment to poor 

Lauiſa, early in the evening came Lord Sum- 

mers, and. after ſome general chit chat, he ad- 


dreſſed himſelf i, 16 to Miſs Maybank. 


I preſume, madam, tis unneceſſary for me to 
declare my perfect admiration of you, nor men- 
tion the application I have: made to Lord May- 
dank for leave to addreis his charming daughter; 
I have: been hanored with 4/7 approbation, but 
may I flatter myſelf that Mi's Maybank will 
deign to approve my addyefſes, that the will con- 
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deſcend to accept the hand of one whoſe whole 
life ſhall he exerted to deſerve the obligation, and 
procure happineſs to her on whoſe favor all is 
telicity in this world muſt depend ? there was 


ſomething Louiſa oy 29194 in this 
'fpeech, and ſhe found heffelf 


leſs embarraffed 
than ſhe expected; after a little heſitation, ſhe 


Teplied, Jam greatly indebted to your lordſhip 
for the partiality you honor me with, but permit 


me to obſerve, my lord, the very little time 1 


have been known is ſurely inſufficient to give 


you that knowledge of my character, neceſſar 


to be underſtood, previous to any addreſſes or 
application pardon me, madam, for interrupt- 
ing you, a very flight knowledge of Miſs May- 


bank is ſufficient to fix her character with the 


| diſcerning, where the mind is legible in the face; 
and every ſentiment is expreſſive of good ſen 
and judgment; a man muſt be blind and inſen- 


{ible not to diſtinguiſh her merit. Without ac- 
cepting a compliment I have no claim to, replied 
ſhe, pgſyuton me, my lord, if I candidly confeſs, 
T cannot content myſelf with a ſuperficial know- 


edge of a man to whom Jam to look up to for 


my future happineſs. I preſume not to judge of 
your lodſhip's merit, and tis ſufhcient to com- 
mand my reſpe& and-efteem that my father ap- 
proves, but furely female delicacy requires ſome 
Intle compliment, and a young woman 'ought 
not to be hurried into an union before ſhe 1s ca- 
pable of knowing. in what degree of eſtimation 


ſhe is to hold the man who claims her love and 


obedience? Whilſt J adore your delicacy, ma- 


dam, he anſwered with a dejected air, I fell ex- 


tremely mortified to find you capable of ſuch nice 
diſtinctions as too plainly proves I am not happy 
enough to have found an advocate in your breaſt ; 

1275 f but 
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but I was informed by Lady Beaumont yoy was 
diſengaged, and 2 I was nat to- 
tally unworthy your acceptance, perhaps I have 
been too precipitate, but your father having ap- 
proved my pretenſions and appearing deſirous to 
accelerate our union, my heart was to deep 
intereſted, not readily” to Wee the ren 1 
was willing to beſtow. e 

My lord, ſaid Miſs Maybank, coldiy, my 
aunt told you true when ſhe ſaid I was diſen- 
. gaged, and I have a due ſenſe of your merit and 
my obligations to your good opinion. I will 
alſo acknowledge that my duty to my father has 
its due weight with me, and that his commands 
determine my ——＋ 64 It ſhall be the ſtudy of 
my life, charming Miſs Maybank, replied: he, 
killing her hand, to make that deſtiny happy and 
glorious, to prove to you, the man before ou 
reſpects and eſteems you with a warmth' ſuperior 
to that tranſient paſhon which mere beauty in- 
ſpires ; nor does he deſpair of conciliatz your 
affections if the moſt perfect love and a Aion 
to your happineſs can deſerve your heatt. 
entrance of Lady Beaumont changed the con- 
verſation, to the great relief of Miſs Maybank, 
who, although ſhe could not refuſe her eſteem to 

Lord Summers, was very little inelined to admit 
him as a lover, yet knowing her father's diſpo- 
ſit ion ſhe determined to ſubdue her indifference, - 
if 'poffible, and fubmit to commands ſhe could 
neither contend with nor avoid. 

The following day Lady Godfrey called: on 
her and being alone in her dreſſing- room ſhe re- 
ceived her with very vifible enden Lam 
come to take leave of you, my dear Miſs May- 
bank, ſaid her ladyſhip, in two days we ſet off for 
Neri n two days! * Mifs Maybank— 


Jes, 
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yes, reſumed ſhe; we ſeave Town faoner than 
we deſigned, to accommodate a friend Sir ones 
is extremely anxious about, and whom he has 
prevailed upon to accompany us; Mr. and Mrs. 
Hargrave and my fiſter will follow in another 
week—perhapss my dear Miſs Maybank, great 
changes may have taken place before I have the 
pleaſure of ſeeing you again; whatever they are, 
may they be produftive of | happineſs to you; 
and I hepe your friends will have too much. ge- 
—— to tepine in the diſappointment of their 
Wines 
Miss May bank, overcome with the delicacy 
and kindoefs of Lady Godfrey, coold no longer 
command her tears, taking her hand, delieve 
me, dear madam, no one eſteems or refpeRs 
you and your friends more than myſelf, and I will 
own in the happineſs of thoſe you are intereſted 
for, I could have found my own-—but a father's 
commands demand obedience, and where no 
— objection can be made, I have no al- 
ter e but to acquieſce. There i is the thing, 
replied Lady Godfrey, we muſt ſuffer without 
the right of complaining, and admire the very 
motive for a. rejection which. deſtroys ail our 
hopes. However, time and our joint endea 
-vours, will, I flatter myſelf, reftore the tran- 
quillity now ſo deeply wounded, and enable vs, 
in a few months, to meet again with plcaſure. 
moſt fervently hope it, ſaid Miſs Maybank, 
for the happineſs of m are will be neceſſary 
to promate mine. er a little general conver- 
ſation Lady Godfrey. went down to pay her 
liments to Lady Beaumont, and with ex- 
pteſions of the higheſt eſteem Nn with her 
NC friends. 
NM Maybank dropped a few tears, but en- 


dea vouting 
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deavouring to regain her campoſure, ſhe felt the 
warmeſt gratitude to her Jadyſhip for the delicacy 
ſhe obſerved in not mentioning Sir Charles 
Frankly, and was rejoiced he accompanied them 
to their ſeat, rather than to have gone alone to 
his own; perhaps, ſaid ſhe, trying to ſuppreſs a 
a figh, perhaps: in the country he may become 
ſenſible to the charms. of Miſs Raikſon, Lady 
Godfrey will rejoice to call him brother and the 
young lady is deſerving his eſteem—may they 
both be happy. For mo days nothing ma- 
terial took place, till one evening Lady Beau- 
mont and Louiſa went with Lord Summers to 
Drury-Lane, and ſoon after they were ſeated 
Lord Delmot came into the fame box, he ſpoke 
lightly to Lord Summers, and puſhing rather 
rudely by him ſeated himſelf behind Miſs May- 
bank to whom he addreſſed a profuſion of com- 
pliments, to which ſhe anſwered in the coldeſt 
and moſt forbidding manner ſhe could aſſume, 
but he had to much confidence and ſelf- impot- 
tanee to be eaſily diſtanced, and became fa very 
troubleſome that Lord Summers could no longer 

avoid interfering, am turning to Lord Delmay, 
with ſome, aſperity in his manner, fr, ſaid, he, 
1 muſt requeſt vou will not prevent Miſs May- - 
bank's entertainment, Keen interruptions 
which cannot, be agreeable to her, os others. Ji 
by, otbers, you, mean yourſelf N am NN 12 
different about your approbation fir, but 1 cer- 
tainly ſball not deny myſelf the pleaſure of con- 
verſing with this lady before Lord Summers 
could reply, which; he raſe in ſome. haſte to do, 
; Louiſa, with admirable preſence of mind, ſajd 
to Lord NOLA at anther time ſir no doubt I 


pn ry hon red by your, conyerſation, but at 
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Wiſh to enjoy the entertainment I came purpoſely 


lar 


to heat. To a lady's requeſt, madam, I am all 
obedience, but at #4 time I ſhall hope for 
the honor of a more particular converfation in 
ſpite of any impertinent interference, added he, 
looking difdainfulty' on Lord Summers, who, 
however, Kept his temper, as the other did his 
"Place behind*Mifs Maybank 3 and when the play 
was over, and the carriage ready, pol.teneſs im- 
5 Lord Summers to offer his hand to Lady 
eaumont, Lord Delmot inftantly ſeiſed Louiſa's 
nor could ſne without great n avoid 
receiving his affiſtance ; when he handed her 
into the carriage he made a profound bow and 
"walked off, not a little mortified at feeing Lord 
Summers enter the carriage with them, but 
being joined in the lobby by ſome of his friends, 
he was rallied for his ene to Lord Summers's 
intended bride—how! ſaid he, is the really to be 
married to him, yes, anſwered one of them, every 
5 is concluded on, I had it from his particu- 
| riend. O, if that's the caſe, cried Lord 
Delmot, careleſsly, I have done with the affair 
for the preſent, a few weeks after marriage, or 
next ſeaſon, perhaps, if no prettier woman 
comes in my way, I may honor her with my 
attention * 01 and the wrt thing will be grate- 


ful enough, I warrant, when out of the hands 


of the oſd dowager, and fick of her oldiſb huſ- 
7 band, for the fellow is old enough to, be her fa- 
"ther, though, to do him juͤſtice, he is not abfo- 


lately frightful, yet be myſt'he a conſummate 


fool if he KM to keep that fine, (creature to 
"himſelf. © Such were the fibettine principles c of 
Lord Delmot, arid ſuch are the f maxims 
of fine gentleme under the veil of Abe 
and politeneſs'; ; deteftable- covering for the 
odious 
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odious vices! Miſs Maybank obſerved Lord 
Summers appeared much ruffled by the obſtinate 
perſeverance of the other, and laughing, ſaid, 
poor Lord Delmot was highly mortified from be- 
ing precluded the pleaſure of hearing himſelf 
talk; I fear he was very troubleſome to you, 
faid his lordſhip, not in the leaſt anſwered ſhe, 
at another time I could have been diverted with 
his abſurdities, but I wiſhed to attend to the play 
this evening; in my opinion he is a character 
ſo truly contemptible, from the volubility of his 
tongue and affeQation of his manner, as never 
to deſerve anger, and only incur that perfect in- 
difference, which, to him, muſt be the 'ſevereſt 
mortification. I believe you are perfectly right, 
my dear Miſs Maybank, ſaid Lord Summers, 
with much chearfulneſs, but in general he is a 
2 with the ladies —for the fame reaſon, I 

— replied ſhe, ſmiling, as my kitten and 
carlo are favorites of mine, becauſe they ſome- 
times amuſe me with their tricks, and men and 
N may occaſionally anſwer the ſame: put- 

This lively ſally of her's had its deſired 
Ra, reconciled Lord Summers to the intruſion 
of Lord Delmot, and delighted him with the 
diſtinction implied in his favor— 


RETRIBUTION. 


. 


Lady Beaumont now daily ca her bo- 


ther, and was very anxious to hear from her ſon 
to 
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to whom ſhe had written of Lord Summers's 
addreſſes to his couſin, the long expected lette 
at length arrived, and the following contents af- 
forded many reflections to her lady ſnip and ami- 
able nicce. Fa, 


Liſſe. 
| Deareſt madam, 


My long ſilence, I fear, muſt have given 
ig ſome pain, but my time and attention have 
deen ſo much engaged that neither Mr. Thomp- 
| fon nor myſelf have had a moment to ſpare theſe 
three weeks paſt; tis nearly that time ſince re- 
turning one evening from an aſſembly to our 
hotel, we found the houſe in ſome contuſion o- 
_cahoned by a gentleman. who had arrived late 
in the evening in a carriage apparently much 
agitated, for ordering freſh horſes, he only drank 
2 glaſs of wine and walked about curſing the 
delay of the poſtillions at a violent rate : one of 
which at length made his appearance and la- 
mented the impoſſibility of proceeding, For-that 
no poſt horſes could be had for that night, and 
his own were completely knocked up. On this 
information he fell into a violent rage, and ex- 
erted himſelf with ſuch horrid curſes and ahuſe 
that he broke a blood veſſel and fell ſpeechleſs on 
the floor—a ſurgeon being ſent for, he was put 
to bed and ſome time clapſed before he was re- 
ſtored to his ſenſes, and every moment in danger 
of ſuffocation however, hefore we returned be 


G? was 
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was better, but ordered to be kept extremely 
quiet. He was an Engliſhman, they ſaid, but 
baving no ſervant they were ignorant of bis 
name, though he appeared like a man of quality. 
This was the account we heard and which occa- 
foned many conjectures, 1 was uncharitable 
enough to think he was ſome perſon flown from 
juſtice, but Mr. Thompſon, with hjs natural 
goodneſs of heart, judged it might be a father or 
a huſband whoſe beloved object might be ill and 
require his preſence to Bruffels, where, we un- 
derſtood, he was going. However, inthe morn- 
ing common humanity induced us to enquire 
after him; we were informed, he had ſuſfered 
a ſecond effuſion of blood, and was exceedingly 
low and almoſt exhauſted—when the ſurgeon 
came we deſired to ſee him, he faid his patient 
was in great danger, and as nobody knew him 
or whether he had any effects with him, it was 
a very diſagreeable piece of buſineſs to be con- 
cerned in. We have done away his chief fear, 
by aſſuring him we would ſatisfy him for his trou- 
ble, and requeſted he would do every thing he 
could to preſerve him. For a day and another 
night we heard he lay pretty quiet, but the ſe- 
cond day he appeared very reſtleſs, aſked the 
daQor it he thought him in any danger, and on 
his reply that it was impoſſible to ſay with any 
certainty, as it myſt depend on the effuſion of 
blood not returning, which, in his weak ſtate 
would moſt certainly be dangerous he ſighed 
very heavily, repeated the word wretch two ar 
three times, and at length cried out, to die thus 
ynreyenged, cut off ina ſtrange land, no friend, 
no countryman, yes, fir, ſaid the doQor, ater- 
rupting him, there are two gentlemen, Engliſh- 
men, now. in the houſe O, let me ſee them, 
| cri 


68 ERRORS OF EDUCATION. 


cried he, let me not die among ſtrangers! the 
ſurgeon came to us immediately, and we moſt 
readily returned with him to the ber man's room, 
I drew near the bed- ſide, and removing the cur- 
tain, ** endeavour to compoſe yourſelf, fir, _ 
are countrymen and friends who are ready. 
ſerve you.”—he turned his head haſtily me eg 
and in ſpite of the deadly paleneſs of his looks 
and hollow eyes, di.cavered to me the features 
of Colonel, or rather Mr. Minors—Great God, 
cried he, Sir William Beaumont! this is retri- 
bution indeed ! the agitation he was in brought 
ona vomiting of blo d, which reduced him to a 
ſtate of weakneſs, unable to ſpeak articulate] y, 
but he moved his hand and faid, go, go, two or 
three times—tor my part I had been' fo much 
ſhocked and ſurpriſed at ſuch an unexpected in- 
terview, that I had not uttered a fingle word from 
the time I diſcovered his face—Mr. Thompſon, 
indeed, very humanely aſſiſted him, and when 
be repeated the word go, I ſaid; make yourſelf 
eaſy, fir, here are no enemies, your condition 
has diſarmed reſentment and excited pity, if J, 
or this gentleman, my friend, can be of an ſer- 
vice freely command us, we will be tend 1 
attend you any time he looked moſt erty 
at me, attempted to ſpeak; but his lips only 
moved; his ſituation ſo affected me, | burried 
-out of the room to give vent to my feelings, yet 
T was dying with eufioſity to know all the parti- 
culars relative to him and the woman who left 
England with him; but he continued very ill the 
remainder of the diy, Mr. Thompſon iooked in 
upon him at night, when he lay pretty quiet. 
"The next day. the do gor told me he thought it 
impoſſible he could recover, the loſs of blood had 


0 weakened him, and a' flow fever was preying 
wy On 
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on his vital parts, that though he might exiſt a 
few days he diſpaired of his ever being reſtored 
to health, - | 7 tg e tttett zt: 331 

In this way he continued ſeveral days; Mr. 
Thompſon viſited him daily but carefully avoided 
mentioning my name, however, on the eighth 
day of his illneſs, growing viſibly weaker, and 
having had a very bad night, he again aſked the 


doctorꝰs opinion of his caſes and he candidly tel- 


ling him he entertained but very ſlender hopes, 
when Mr. 'Thompfon looked in upon him, after: 
2 little pauſe he aſked for me, my friend told him 
was in the houſe and ready to attend him if he 
was deſirous of ſeeing me, he ſaid J know not 
how to fee him, but tell lum that devil, that Sig- 
nora has run, away from me and carried off all. 
my money, I was purſuing her when this curſed; 
accident happened, ſo he is well..revenged— 
then added, if I could live to ſee her puniſhed;[ 
ſhould die content, but here fe triumphs in my 
ſpoils, and I periſh. in à foreign land without 
triends, or even money to pay for throwing me 
into the grave do not indulge ſuch unpleaſant 


ideas, ſaid Mr. Thompſon, if any thing can 
add to your eaſe or peace here, no expence!},ſhail 


be ſpared, and if Heaven thinks fit to call you. 


hence, depend on every decent attention being) 


paid to your memory hut, fir, ſaid he, and; 


ſtarted up in the bed, I will not die, who: told. 


that fellow I could not recover, I may live years 
yet, the blood veſſel is healed, I am better, I 
will be better, tell the doctor ſo, I will purſue 
that devil throughout the world then quite ex- 
hauſted, he ſell back and groaned moſt diſmally: 
he lay for ſeveral hours quite ſpent, till towards 
night when he again aſked for me, he rejoices, I 
luppoſe,. at my ſit uation, you are miſtaken, ſaid 

, t Mr. 
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Mr. Thomipſon, Sir William is fincerely grie ved 
for you, your ſituation has taken off the edge of 
reſentment,. and your own feelings muſt be a 
fafficient puniſhment—and who told you, fir, 


what my feclings were? ſaid he, fiercely——do 


mean to preach tome, I had enough of that 

my younger days, my father was a good man, 

F have à mother and a fiſter too, I beheve, but 
T have not heard of them theſe two yearz—then 
pauſing a little, he ſaid, bid Sir William come 
to me, I will ſee him; Mr. Thompſon came to 
me and repeated the above, I followed him much 
agitated, when I drew near the bed-frde, he 
raiſed his head, and looking ſtedfaſtly at me, 
«© what is beeome of Miſs Rivers, ſaid he, ab- 
roptly ; a queſtion ſo unexpected, ſhocked me 
greatly, and with ſome emotion, I replied, ſhe 
15 no more.” — No more | he repeated, I ſaw her 
in my dreams, ſhe is no more } well, ſhe was a 
filly girl to die, and Mrs. Minors, is the dead 
too 7 hope not, ſhe was well when J left h n- 
gland. © You hope ! what you will marry 
her I ſuppoſe, but I have faken care of her or- 
tunc, and, fir, I wont die, I will have that 
ourſed Signora firſt. — I ſaw his ſenſes were not 
perfect, he began to ramble ſtrangely in curſes 
an her, did not appear to know me, in ſhort 
the ſcene became ſe ſhocking I was obliged to 
ut the room. c 201 i du sri 
Mr. Thompſon remained, and affiſted in ad- 
miniſteing evety thing poſſible to relie ve him, 
bot in vain, his dehrium continued all day and 
for the beſt” part of the night, tiff nature being 
quite exhauſted, he lay ſpeechleſs for - feveral 
kours and expired about nine in the morning 
Without appearing ſenſible of his fitvation—poor 


unhappy man-|- his deplorable end had an effect 
pk 
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on my ſpirits J could mnt. ſuake off 5 many 


days—in preſence of the woman who attended 


him, the fur 2 and maſter of the hotel we 
examinedhrs 


liant on his finger, an elegant repeater, and a 


letter of credit on a banker at Bruffels for about 


fifty pounds, there were neither letters nor 


pers of any fort as a clue to his former refi * 
but we diſpatched a letter to Paris with the hope 
ol obtaining ſome information from the perſon 


who drew the letter of credit; mean time we 


ſealed up his effects and Mr. Thompſon, at my 
requeſt, diſcharged every demand, and had the 


lait duties performed. 
About three days ſince, we received an anſwer 


from'Paris, © a gentleman came to bim, 


and giving him a bank note for fifty pbunds, 
which was backed by a perſon of conſequence 
in the city, and requefted a letter of credit. in 
exchange, which he gave him, but that he was 
entirely ignorant whether he bad reſided in Paris, 
or was juſt come to the city. Thus are we to- 
tally in the dark as to his ſituation, effects, or 
what that abandoned woman robbed him of. 
where ſhe is gone—we may learn ſomething 


his mother and ſiſter, perhaps, from Lord 9 


mer to whom F have written; and 1 muſt req queſt” 


the favor of you, my dear madam, to male | 


this event known to Lord and Lady Summers, 
who will take ſuch ſteps as they may judge pro- 
per— I waited till we heard from Paris, in hopes, 
of giving them ſome information, and am ſorry, 
can learn nothing ſatisfactory. 

The death of this unhappy man, in whoſe, 
vices I was but too deeply concerned,” has fur- 
niſhed me with ample refſections, and added t 


another 


az—he had about fiſteen pounds 
of Engliſh value in his purſe, a very fine bril- 


** 
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another recent, and ever regretted event, has 


ſpoke more to my heart, and informed my un- 
derſtanding more than volumes of. precepts or 
advice could have done. I incloſe the addreſs of 
the bankers at Paris and Bruſſels. | 

Lou inform me my lovely couſin receives the 
addreſſes of Lord Summers, it gives me ſome 
ſurpriſe, as from the diſparity of years I ſhould 
not have ſuppoſed. he could have been ſelected as 
the object of her choice; but ſhe is certainly the 
beſt judge, and my moſt ardent wiſhes are for 
her future happineſs. We intend ſetting off for 
Bruſſels in about a fortnight ; 1 have every day 
freſh obligations to Mr. Thompſon who is the 
moſt amiable man Jever met with, he joins me 
in beſt reſpects to all our friends, and I am, moſt 
truly, dear madam, your obliged and affection- 


ate ſon, 


| WILLIAM BEAUMONT-.” 


P. S. We have never ſeen or heard of Mrs. 
Rivers fince the night of our meeting, to my 
great joy. . Ot Meno ige g S 64d 
Lady Beaumont was greatly ſnocked at reading 
this letter, the | wretched, end of Col. Minors, 
2 ſacrifice to his vices, without time for repent- 
ance, was an event his worſt enemy muſt have 
deplored, .and when ſhe confidered the degree.of 
intimacy which had ſubſiſted between him and Sir 
Wilkam, ſhe ſhuddered at the recollection, and 
returned thanks to Heaven for bis preſent ſitua- 
tion and ſenſe of his former ill- conduct. I am 
convinced, ſaid ſhe to Miſs Maybank, that a 
home, or retired education, is the moſt improper 


in 


? 
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in ignorance of vice, and to make amends ſor 
the retirement he lived in, I indulged his foi- 
bles, and would not ſuffer him to be too much 


confined to his ſtudies. I erred in both, and the 


conſequence was an inſtability of temper, vio- 
lent paſſions, and being unacquainted with the 
world and its deceptions, he lay open to the arts 
of unprincipled people, and was plunged into 
vice almoſt before he knew the purſuits he was 
drawn into muſt inevitably end in ruin and diſ- 


grace. — fe has dearly purchaſed that experience 


which, by a different mode of education he might 
have acquired, at leaſt without ſuch a material 


injury to his fortune. 


The ladies then conſulted how to break this 
affair of Mr. Minors's death to his lady, they 
concluded Lord Summers was the propereſt per- 
ſon, and accordingly a note was diſpatched, de- 
firing. his lordſhip's company, a ſummons he 
inſtantly obeyed, being juſt on the wing to viſit 
them. Lady Beaumont read the contents of her 
ſon's letter, and ſhe found his lordſhip appeared 
more pleaſed that his niece had obtained her 
freedom by the unhappy man's death, than con- 
cerned for his untimely fate——he made but a 
ſhort viſit that he might return and write his mo- 
ther what he called ſuch defirable intelligence. 

Miſs Maybank felt a little diſguſted at his in- 
ſenſibility, the death of a man under ſuch ſhock- 
ing circumſtances, ſhe thought, muſt have hurt 
any man of feeling or humanity—ſhe had yet 
to learn, that the gratification of hatred or re- 
venge renders a man callous to all tender feelings. 

On the evening of this day Lord Maybank 
arrived, and although duty exaQed Miſs May- 
bank ſhould receive him with affection and plea- 
ture, yet ſhe involuntarily trembled and {Erunk 
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back, ſhe conſidered him as the arbiter of her 
fate, and that he came avowedly to deliver her 
into the power of Lord Summers—he embraced 
her with ſome appearance of affection, and after 


_ ſaluting his fiſter, well Louiſa, ſaid he, you have 


once more drawn me to this curſed town, which 
1 always hated, and never thought to ſec again; 
vou -muſt make haſte, I promiſe you, to give 
your hand to Lord Summers, for I wont ſtay 
above ten days at fartheſt. Ten days! repeated 
Miſs Maybank, ſurely, fir, you cannot ſuppoſe 
I can marry Lord Summers in ten days—and why | 
not, I pray you, faid his lordſhip, things can 
be as well ſettled in that time as in ten months, 
and I ſhall take care to haſten things I aſſure 
you. | | 
7 Miſs Maybank burſt into tears—hey-day ! 
cried her father, what is this affectation for? 
don't play off theſe airs upon me, you ought to 
rejoice ſuch a man as Lord Summers will take 
you, if he knew the plagues attendant on mar- 
Trying, he'd ſee you at the devil before he would 
trouble himſelf about you. Upon my word, bro- 


ther, ſaid Lady Beaumont, who had not yet 


ſpoke, you arę 100 violent, you frighten my 
niece, and I think your determination in favor 
of Lord Summers, whom you have never yet 
ſcen, is rather too haſty—what, I ſuppoſe, ſaid 


he, interrupting her, he is neither handſome 


nor a coxcomb, but I like him the better for it, 


though women are ſuch fools to be charmed by 


appearances only, a good eſtate is the thing to 
make people happy; and ſo Miſs, I defire you 
will get ready in a week, and let's have no more 
airs: Miſs May bank dried up her tears and en- 
deavoured to aſſume a ſerenity contrary to her 


feelings, and Lady Beaumont, deſirous to pro- 


mote 
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mote peace, changed the converſation to her ſon 
and Lord Maybank being: unacquainted wit 
the loſs of his fortune, applauded his reſolu- 
tion for going abroad to ſee the world. They 
retired very early, but poor Miſs. ah aa got 


no reſt; a very ſhort, time no was allowed her 
to make up ber mind and giye her, hand to Lord 
Summers, and ſhe ſaw, the union muſt take 
place—a few ſighs eſcaped ber, but ſhe checked 
them and endeavoured to reconcile herſelf to an 
event ſhe could not avoid. The next. morning 
after breakfaſt Lord Maybank ſet off to viſit Lord 
Summers who was at home and not a little re- 

joiced to ſee him the ſubject next their heart 
was ſoon entered upon, and propoſals equally 
agrecable ; they drove to their ſolicitor, he re- 
ceived his orders and was requeſted to be expe- 
ditious. His lordſhip declined dining, from his 0 
ſiſter, but engaged Lord Summers for the even- 
ing. On his return to _Stanhope-ſtreet he ex- 
claimed to his daughter. Upon my foul, 
Louiſa, you are a fortunate girl, why Lord Sum- 
mers is very handſome in his perſon, does not 
look thirty, and is really elegant in his manners ; 
ſuch a man with ſuch a fortune, why you. will be 
the molt enviable woman in town. . I am far from 
defiring to be an object of envy. replied Louiſa, 
and although I do not mean to detraqt from the 
merits of Lord Summers, yet it would give me 
no concern if he carried his worth, and preten- Ft 
lions elſewhere, to one more impfeſſed with his 
merits than Iam. You are a very ungrateful 
girl, replied his lordſhip, in NT voice, hut 


like the reſt of your ſex, romantic and vain— 
however, madam, you had beſt inſtru yourſelf 
to think of Lord Summers as he deſerves 705 he 

1 e 


ſhall be your 9 promiſe jou. 
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lors juſtice, fir, acknowledge he deſerves a pre- 
ference, and as Tthink it my duty to obey, your 
commands, I hope and truſt, Lord Summers will 
have no cauſe to complain of my behavior.” 
Very well, ſaid Lord May bank, fee that you 
always pteſetve thoſe ſentiments. I am fure ſhe 
cf, exclaimed” Lady Beaumont with earneſt- 
neſs, ſhe will bean tonor to her friends and an 
ornament td ber ſex. I hope ſhe will juſtify your 
partiality, replied he abruptly. He then began 
to make ſome particular enquiries concerning his 
nephew, and although Lady Beaumont avoided 
| > as much as peffible giving him any part of the 
diſagreeable ſtate of his affairs, he ſaw plainly 
by the embarraſſment of her manner there was 
ſomething left untolc—aye, aye, ſays he, I fee 
how tis, the fellow has been drawn into ſome 
ſcrape'or other, your curſed ſex are the ruin of 
handſome' fellows like William, and the beſt 
thing he could do was to know more of the 

world, and then he'll not care fixpence for an 

of you. You, of all men, anſwered Lady Beau- 
mont, with ſome aſperity, have little cauſe to 

cenſure the women; Lady Maybank had virtues _ 
| - ſufficient to reconcile a ſenſible man to the foi- 
in bles of ber ſex, and command a favorable opi- 
*Hion.of them. Yes, retorted Lord Maybank, 
n the had ſome very trouhleſc me virtues, with as 
many abſurd notions as the reſt of you. You are 
at leaſt indebted to her, ſaid her ladyſnip, for 
the excellent education of your daughter, which 
haas planted in her heart that filial love and reve- 
rence that enables her to obey with cheerfu'neſs, 
"even arbitrary commands. Well, well, faid he, 

1 don't want to hear the praiſes of the dead, 1 
mall be happy to have cauſe for being pleated 

with the behavior of the living; the Tooner there- 

Wes, forc 
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fore Louiſa gives her hand to Lord Summers the 
better, that I may return to Scotland, 

Lady Beaumont diſguſted with her brother, 
followed Miſs Maybank to her dreſſing-roomg 
ſhe had quitted the room in, tears on the firſt 
mention of her mother; ſhe was ſitting in the 
moſt penſive attitude and drying thoſe tears 
which fell in abundance on her handkerchief. 
[ am ſorry to fee you in this ſituation, my dear, 
laid her ladyſhip, but if it ariſes from a difincli- 
nation to obey your father, or an averiion to 
Lord Summers, however unjuſtifiahle the latter, 
without a predilection in favor of another is the 
cauſe, you had better be cindid with your father 
and acknowledge your diſlike than be miſerable 
for life. Pardon, my dear aunt, replied Miſs 
Maybank, thoſe tears, which flow from a different 
cauſe; I have no averſion to Lord Summers, and 
I ſubmit to thoſe commands which I hope have 
my haopineſs in view, without any great roluc- 
tance, but when I think of that dear, revered 
woman, to whoſe parental goodneſs | owe every 
thing, when I rccolle&t the ſmall advantages ſhe 
derived from obeying the commands of ber fa- 
ther, and ſubmitting with unexampled patience, 
nay even au appearance of ſatisfaction to treat- 
ment ſo unworthy of her merits : I tremble for 
wy tate, for Lam every way inferior to the angel 
wholc virtues I wiſh to imitate, and whoſe pre- 
cepis are engraven on my heart. Do not give 
way to thoſe unpleaſant ideas, faid her ladyſhip, 
your good principles will alwa,s enſure your hap- 
pineſs, and Lord Summers has the general charac- 
ter of a very amiable man, perfect felicity in this 
lite, is not to be obtained, let us but preſerve the 
conſciouſneſs of pertofming our duty in the ſit u- 


ation 
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ation we are placed] in, and the world or its miſ- 
fortunes, can never deſtroy our peace. 
In the afternoon Lord Summers made his pro- 
Miſed viſit and was introduced by her father to 
Miſs Maybank as the gentleman he had ſelected 
for her huſband, and whoſe good opinion of her, 
deſerved the moſt grateful return. Poor Loviſa 
could not ſpeak, ſhe courteſyed gracefully to his 
| Iordſhip and permitted him to lead her to her 
chair; and as he avoided any very particular ad- 
dreſs, more than to return Lord Maybank his 
thanks, and his earneſt wiſhes to merit the bleſſing 
1 conferred on him; ſhe became tolerably com- 
| poſed, and ſuſtained her ſhare in the general con- 
verſation with cheerfulneſs, to the great delight 
of Lady Beaumont. ' 
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CHAP. XXVIIE 


AN EVENT OF MUCH CONSEQUENCE. 


R. Thornhill, at the requeſt of Lady 
| Beaumont, had taken an elegant little 
houſe for her at Richmond, where it was de- 
ſigned they ſhould retire to immediately, on Miſs 
Maybank's marriage, for a month or two, pre- 
vious to accompanying Lord Summers to his 
country ſeat 3 Lady Summers and Mrs. Minors 
were daily expected in town to be preſent at the 
ceremony which was to give them a relation ſo 
amiable. The two ladies were occupied in 
chooſing clothes and other neceſſaries, Lord 
Summers had preſented Miſs Maybank with a 
profuſion of jewels, and her father reſigned to 


her all which had been her mother's. Very large 
ſettlements 


- * * 
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ſettlements were made and the day at length 
tix ed to unite Lord Summers to the object of his 
wiſhes. But alas | how uncertain is human de- 
pendance on the attainment of felicity l two 
days previous to the intended happy one, Lord 
Maybank returned from having ſpent the even- 
ing with Lord Summers, and- complained of a 
violent pain in his head, accompanied with a 
ſhivering and ſiekneſs; Louiſa extremely alarm- 
ed, prevailed on him, late as it was, to ſend for 
a phyſician, who quickly arrived, and after feel- 
ing his pulfe, demanded, if he had ever had the 
imalſ pox ? neither his lordſhip nor Lady Beau- 
mont could fatisſy him in that particular, the 
doctor obſerved the ſymptoms were very ſu'pici- 
ous of that diſorder, but in the morning he 
ſhould be enabled to judge with more certainty 3 
he ordered ſome medicines, and Miſs Maybank 
determined to remain in his room to adminiſter 
them herſelf; Lady Beaumont choſe to fit vp 
with her; in a few hours after he was in bed, 
the fever grew very violent, and towards morn- 
ing he was delirious. The ladies extremely 
terrified, ſent again for the phyſician, and on 
his arrival he inſtantly declared the ſmall pox 
was appearing, he req eſted the frighted Lovita 
io be compoled, aſſured her at preſent there was 
no appearance. of danger, and that when the 
puſtulcs were thrown out, the fever and dehrium 
-would abate. The following day, however, the 
di:o0rder put on a very bad appearance, the pock 
came out extremely thick and of the very worſt 
kind, the doctor was alarmed and fearful of the 
conſcquence, yet endeavoured to keep hope alive 
in the boſoms of the ladies. The faurth day his 
tenſes perfectly returned, but the phyfician faw 
his end was approaching, the quantity and * 
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lity of the diſorder; was ſuch as overpowered his 
conſtitution and baffled all medical ſkill. 

After conſidering his patient for ſome time, 
he made a fign to Lady Beaumont, and ſhe 
followed him out—l tremble, ſaid ſhe, to aſk. 
your opinion, but do not, my good fir, deceive: 
me. I will not, madam, replied he, Either,” 
indeed, would it avail any thing, for I fear the 
event is very near to decide for me. Good 
God! cried ſhe, he is then dying? not. abſo- 
lutely ſo madam, ſaid he, but I do not think he 
will ſee, to-morrow night. Shocked to death at 
this fatal intelligence, ſhe entreated the phyſi- 
cian to ſpare them as much of his time as poſ- 
fible, and to try every expedient, if poſſible to 
relieve him. The doctor promiſed to return 
in about two hours, but told her he believed 
no human aſſiſtance could be of ſervice. Louifay 
who: had ſeen her aunt follow, the phyſician, - 
impatiently watched for her return, but when 


ſhe ſaw her enter the room, her face pale, and 


her looks ex pre ſſive of melancholy and trouble, 
ſhe felt her ſpirits ſink, and trembling with ap- 
prehenſion, ſhe advanced to Lady Beaumont, 
and drawing her to the window, tell me, tell 
me, my dear madam, what the doQor's opinion 
is? the event is in the hands of God, anſwered 
Lady Beaumont tenderly, and 'tis our duty to 
prepare - ourſelves to ſupport his decrees with pa- 
tience and reſignation. Wilt there is life, 
we may be permitted to hope, added ſhe, ſee- 
ing poor Louiſa turn pale as death, at the ſame 
time reſigning our wiſhes to the Almighty will. 
She took Louifa by the hand and led her almoſt. 
inanimate to the bed-fide, the appearance of the 
diſorder was changed, the pock fallen in and 
the ſwelling abated. He knew them both, and 

. E 3 holding 
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holding out his hand Louiſa put it to her lips 
and burſt into tears, for a moment he looked 
alternately at her and his ſiſter, then trying to 
ſpeak, I believe J am very ill; I think * Ihe 
covery ; if I die—he then pauſed, and ſeeing 
them both in tears, reſumed with ſome emotion, 
Louiſa you are a good child, J hoped to have 
ſeen you ſettled, but you deſerve to be left to 
your own choice; I releaſe you from your pro- 
miſes in favor of Lord Summers; when I am 
gone chooſe for yourielf and as your aunt ad- 
viſes, but remember you are free. Then ad- 
dreſſing Lady Beaumont, you, my dear ſiſter, 
are Louiſa's parent, I have not done my duty 
either as a huſband or a father, I feel 1 have 
not, may Heaven pardon all my omiſſions ! I 
have made no will, there is one circumſtance 
hangs upon my mind—then reſting a little, he 
reſumed, Louiſa, my love retire—ſhe inſtantly 
obeyed, glad to relieve her diſtreſs by a copious 
ſhower of tears, ſhe had been endeavoring to 
repreſs before her father—when ſhe left the 
room, he ſaid, I am aſhamed to confeſs even to 
vou, my fiſter, all my folly, I have ſeduced the 
daughter of my gardener, ' ſhe prefides at the 
caſtle, nay more, ſhe is with child; I believe 
it mine; I promiſed, and I intended making a 
ſettlement on her and the infant if it ſaw t 
light; tis now I fear too late; if I die, tell my 
daughter *tis my laſt requeſt ſhe will ſettle four 
hundred pounds a year on the poor girl for life 
if- ſhe behaves well, and place two thouſand 
pounds in the funds to accumulate till the child 
is eighteen years of age— If the mother dies 
before that time, the annuity to be continued 
til chat period for the education of her child. 
Lady Beaumont, ſeeing he was very much ex- 
gf t hauſted, 


— 
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hauſted, however ſhocked ſhe felt at the intelli- 
gence he had communicated, ſhe took ſome pa- 
per from her pocket book, and writing down 
the particulars of his requeſt, ſhe read it to him 
for his approbation ;._ he fignified his ſatisfaction, 
and then added, if Louiſa can reſolve to ma 
Lord Summers I think it would be what he may 
expect, but if ſhe does not love him, or ſhould 
have a preference for another, tis my expreſs 
deſire ſhe may be free to act as ſhe pleaſes. 
Lord Summers, who had felt the moſt poignant 
diſtreſs for this delay of his happineſs, had been 
conſtant twice a day in his enquiries, though he 
had ſeldom feen Louiſa. Utd - 

Juſt as Lord Maybank had finiſhed his laſt 
words, the nurſe entered the room with the 
compliments of Lord Summers; his lordſhip 
pauſed a little, then ſaid, if his lordſhip willi not 
be too much ſhocked at an object fo difagreeable: 
as J appear, I could wiſh to ſee him—the nurſe 
going out, ſoon returned introducing Lord 
Summers, who was very viſibly frightened on 
beholding his intended father. Lord Maybank, 
whoſe ſtrength began to {ail him, faintly ſaid, 
return your lordſhip thanks for the honor you 
intended me, had I lived it would have been 
my pride to call you fon ; but death, my lord, 
cancels all engagements, my daughter muſt be 
free; if ſhe is ſenſible of your worth, F hope ſhe 
wilt make you happy: if not I repeat, ſhe is free, 
ſhe has a right to chooſe for herſelf, and that 
right [-confirm with my approbation. What- 
ever is ber determination, my lord, I wiſh you 
happy. Theſe laſt words were ſpoken with great 
difficulty, and Lord Summers oppreſſed with 
horror, ſurpriſe and grief, haſtily quitted the- 
room with a low bow, and unable to utter a 

word. 
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word. Lady Beaumont having adminiſtered 
ſome drops, her brother revived a little, but was 


too weak to reſume any diſcourſe, the phy ſician 
and Louiſa entered together, he had been with 


her for ſome time and very humanely had en- 
dcavoured to reconcile her to ſupport an event 


he knew was faſt approaching; ſhe tried to ſup- 
preſs her emotions, when ſhe came to the bed, 
and had need of all her fortitude when ſhe ſaw 
how exhauſted and languid he lay; the phyſici- 
an would have perſuaded both ladies to with- 
draw, but they ſtrongly objected, he ſat ſome 
time, and gave his patient ſome drops to com- 


- poſe him, he lay quiet, and at E fell into 


a doze; the doctor retired, being obliged to at- 
tend another perſon, and the ladies ſat by the 


bed near two hours, at the expiration of which 


he awaked with a figh and a heavy groan, they 
fetched ſome drops which was ordered to be 
given to him, and Miſs Maybank ean'd for- 
ward to ſupport his head; alas! that groan was 
his laſt, —ſhe found all wasfover ! ſurpriſe and ſor- 
row deprived her of her ſenſes, ſhe dropped on 
the bed,—ſhe was taken up and carricd to ano- 
ther room whither Lady Beaumont accompanied 
her, having left her own woman to affiſt the 
nurſc—poor Louiſa ſoon recovered, and ſeeing 
Lady Beaumont in tears, leaning over her, my 
dear, my only parent, ſaid ſhe, take care of your- 
ſelf, comfort your Louiſa, for, indeed, tis hard to 
bear, within one year deprived of both my pa- 
rents, but thy will!, O God, be done, I kiſs the. 
rod—a friendly burſt of tears came to her relief, 
and they indulged together, that ſorrow, which, 
from the death of ſo near a relation, muſt be 
felt by tender, ſenſible minds. 3 


* 


* 
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Mr. Thornhill, being always referred toon any . 


extraordinary occurrence, by Lady Beaumont, 
was ſoon informed of this event, and haſten- 


ed to aſſiſt her in the 1 orders; it was 
Miſs Maybank's requeſt her father ſhould be 


carried down to Lochbar Caſtle and: interred in 
the family vault, and ſhe requeſted her aunt to 
write a letter to the young woman her father 
had mentioned, under cover to the Steward, ac- 
2 her with his lordſhip's bequeſt in her 


avor, and his daughter's intent ion ſtrictly to 


fulfil his wifhes, and leaving her the option to 
continue at the caſtle till ſhe came down, or to 
retire as was moſt to her own choice, „ if ſhe 
choſe the latter, the Steward had orders to pay 
her two hundred pounds for her preſent ſupport, 
and permit her to take with her every thing his 


lordſnip had preſented her with.“ If, ſaid Miſs | 


Maybank, I find her amiable and deſerving, I 
ſhall not confine my father's bounty within the 
limits he mentioned; the child, if it lives, will 
be entitled to a better proviſion. Lord Sum- 
mers ſent daily his compliments, but did not 
preſume to enter the houſe whilſt the body lay 
there: Lady Summers and Mrs. Minors were 
arrived in town and felt with him ſo great a diſ- 
appointment, but aſſured him they vould uſe 
all their influence and entreaties in his favor, 
and having no idea any other had ever addreſſed 


Miſs Maybank, thought there was little reaſon 


to doubt ſhe would fulfil the wiſhes: of her father 
after things had been carried to ſuch a length 
between Lord Summers and her 
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Untib ſuch time as Lady Beavniount received 
a letter from the Steward, fignitying the funeral 
was over, the ladies kept themielves ſecluded 
from all company; when their doors were open 
to their friends, Lord and Lady Summers with 
Mrs. Minors appeared, the latter lady, by the 
extreme cheerfulneſs ot her countenance, plain- 
ly evinced the weeds: ſhe wore were meerly for 
the ſake of cuſtom and appearance of decency : 
it was not, indeed, to be ſuppoſed ſhe could feel 
much concern for a man who had deceived and 
abandoned her; her ſenſibility was no ways re- 
markahle, and reſentment had ſubdued the par- 
tiality ſue once entertained in favor of her late 
huſband ſo effectually, that it is difficult to ſay 
whether her wedding garments, or weeds afford- 
ed her moſt — 7 
Miſs Maybank received her guoſts with the 
utmoſt civility, but there was a chilling ſolem- 
nity in her manner of addreſs ſo Lord Summers, 
which gave bim infinite pain and'mortification. 
Lady Beaumont mentioned to the ladies her in- 
tention of going to Richmond in a few days, 
aud politely inviied them to do her the favor of 
calling ſometimes. Lord Summers, who re- 
membercd he was to have been of the party, 
| and 
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E 

and in poſſeſſion of all his wiſhes: there, Sd * 
not ſuppreſs a ſigh, which reached Louiſa, "and! = 
gave her very painful emotions. She erer 
herſelf to addreſs him two or three times wit 
much complaiſance, and as lovers are ſoon elat- 
ed by any little mark of favor, his cheerfulneſs: 
ſeemed to revive, and when they quitted Stan 
hope - ſtreet he accompanied his mether and 
niece in tolerable ſpirits. When they Had deſt 
them, Louiſa, after a few moments ſilence, 
ſaid, my dear madam,, how muſt I act towards 
Lord Summers? have the goodneſs to adviſe * 
me. No, my dear, anſwered Lady Beaumont, 
your own heart muſt direct you: your father 
reſigned to you the liberty of accepting or re- 
fuſing, and I truſt your good ſenſe will direct 
"ou for the beſt. I own to you I pity Lord 

ummers, ſo near being united to the object of his 

Choice, to be thrown at ſuch a diſtance and in- 

volved in a painful uncertainty by an event, 
which has not leſſened his merits nor depri ved 
him of any one claim by which he thought 
himſelf entitled to your hand, is a ſevere ſtroke, 
and J am ſure your good nature muſt feel for his 
ſit uation. I do, indeed, replied Miſs Maybank, 
moſt painfully feel for him, and abe for myſelf, 

for which ever way I determine I cannot avoid 
diſtreſſing a worthy heart. Yet let me own to 
you, madam, the preſent ſtate of my mind; I 
eſteem Lord Summers, and can reſpect him as 
a friend; whilſt duty compelled: me to conſider 
him in a ſtill nearer light, T endeavoured to 
teach my heart ſubmiſſion to thoſe commands I 
held ſacred; had I married Lord Summers, I 
know my own heart, it would have impelled 
me to ſtudy bis happineſs and find my own in 


his affection; but from the moment my father 
releaſed 
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releaſed me from the promiſe I had made in my 


Lord's favor, I felt my repugnance to a union 
with him return with double force, and although 


I think in honor I am bound to Lord Summers, 


yet I think it my duty alſo to give him a true 
ſtate of my preſent ſentiments; if after that he 
perſiſts in his claim, why I muſt ſubmit to 


my evil deſtiny and marry him. You mean 


then, ſaid Lady Beaumont, to tell him your 
inclinations are not in his favor; — no, madam, 
anſwered Miſs Maybank, I intend to write. to 


him, I cannot explain myſelt fully in his 
preſence, neither do I think it juſt to trifle 


with worth like his, and keep. him in ful- 
penſe. | T | 
Lady Beaumont having determined to remain 


ſilent on a ſubje& of ſuch importance, having 


told her niece ſhe was right to be candid and 


ſincete, changed the diſcourſe by obſerving how 


gay and lively Mrs. Minors looked; ſee, ſaid 
ſhe, how rapidly ſuch violent affeQions change 
how ſhort a time has elapſed fince ſhe became 
a bride In oppoſition to her friends ! and now be- 


hold her unmoved at the death of a huſband once 


ſo dear to her; but my dear aunt, replied Mis 
Maybank, you cannot ſuppoſe ſhe could grieve 
for the death of a huſband who treated her ſo ill? 
That her affection for him might naturally ſubſide 
I grant, but a woman who truly loves cannot ſo 


caſily diveſt herſelf of tenderneſs, and hen you 


conſider the ſhocking circumſtances of his death, 
cut off from full health, his fans all unattoned tor, 
and deprived even ot the power to repent of 
them: ſurely a woman of ſenſibility muſt deeply 
deplore ſuch an event, even more, I think, than 
if he had been a more deſerving character. I fear 


the natural levity of Mrs. Minors will return; 
r | whilſt 
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whilſt ſhe ſmarted under a con viction of her own 

folly, deſerted by her huſband, and only a re- 
proachful kind of pity from her friends, ſhe was 

ſedate and prudent ; but now, once more free, 

young, handſome, and but too fond of admiration, 
] tremble for her future conduct: like poor 
William, ſhe has no ſtability, and is open to the 
artifices of mankind. Surely, madam, ſaid Loui - 
ſa, Mrs. Minors has ſuffered ſufficiently for her 
credulity, and muſt in future prove more cautious. 
I wiſh it may be fo reſumed her Ladyſhip, but ex- 
perience has taught me that a too great indul- 
gence of juvenile follies, and idle habits, give 
that imbecility to the mind hardly ever to be 


avercome; and though people of weak judgment 


may have naturally good hearts, yet they have 


not firmneſs ſufficient to petſiſt in good reſolu- 


tions, but are carried away with the ſtream 
and change their opinions as caprice or faſhion 
ſhall lead the way. And now, my dear child, I 
have only thus much to ſay on the ſubject you 
requeſted my advice; take time for confidera- 
tion, reflect ſeriouſly on your ſituation and then 
determine as conſcience and honor ſhall dire, 
for not any conſideration ſhould induce you to 
marry a man for whom you feel no pref-rence : 
I know the goodneſs of your | heart muſt com- 
paſſionate Lord Summers, and as he really ap- 
pears a deſerving man, if you cannot bring 
yourſelf to reward his affection, an ingenuous 
confeſſion of your ſentiments is what he has a 
right to expect; henceforth, I ſhall he entirely 
{:lent on the ſubject, and indeed did not intend 
to ſay ſo much, Louiſa thanked her aunt for 
her kindneſs, and fighing, ſaid, ſhe had a very 
difficult and diſagreeable part to perform. Lord 
Summers, in the mean time, was inexpreſhbly - 


uncaſy, 
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uneaſy, the death of Lord May bank was a ſtroke. 
he could ill ſupport ; naturally impetuous, the) 
unexpected delay put to his marriage, gave him 
the moſt violent agitations; he had but too 
much reaſon to believe, obedience rather than 
| inclination, engaged Miſs Maybank to give him 
her hand, and now that ſhe was at liberty to de- 
cide for herſelf, he trembled for the event, 
though determined to perſevere in his pretenſi- 
ons and diſpute. her favor with any man who 
ſhould addreſs her. In theſe ſentiments he con- 
tinued till the day previous to their Teaving 
town, when paying his uſual daily vifit, he was 
informed they intended going to Richmpnd the 
following morning: his lordſhip offered to be 
their eſcort, which was politely declined ; he 
then ſaid, he hoped to have permiſſion to viſit 
them. Lady Beaumont anſwered, my doors 
will always be open to my friends, my lord, 
and you will ever be included in that number. 
He bowed in return to the compliment, but 
it was toe general to give him much ſatisfac- 
tion. 13 
When he had taken leave and returned home, 
he reſolved, as decorum prevented his foliciting 
Miſs Maybank on the ſubject of his paſſion, to 
ſeize the opportunity of their le wing town, 
and write to her the following day. On the 
other hand, Miſs Maybank took advantage of 
the ſame circumſtance, and the morning they 
left town, ſent his lordſhip the following letter: 


LORD 
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LORD SUMMERS. 


My Lord, 


'Tis with painful reluQance I feel myfelf 
compelled to addreſs your lordſhip on a ſubject 
which gives me inexpreſſible uneaſineſs, and in 
ſo doing I muſt recal your attention to the time 
you firſt did me the honor to diſtinguiſh me 
from others of my ſex a thouſand times more 
worthy that preference. Your lordſhip muſt re- 
collect, I then declared that although I coun- 
tenanced no other gentleman's addreſſes, I yet 
did not feel that diſtinction in your favor which 
ought to take place previous to any laſting en- 
gagement : but you intereſted my father in your 
behalf, and J received his commands to give 
you my hand. It was my duty to obey ; I could 
plead no prior attachment, I could make no 
ohjection to your merits ; I therefore ſubmitted, 
and endeavored to teach my heart to eſteem 
you, as you deſerved to be eſteemed. But our 
inclinations, my lord, are not always under 
the dominion of reaſon, a cold approbation was 
all I ever felt, yet had the union taken place 
which was prevented by a late deplored event; 
my principles would have enſured the perfor- 


mance of my duty. My father, a few hours 
| x before 


— 


— 
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hefore his death, releaſed me f om my promiſe 
in your favor, and left me at liberty to diſpoſe 
of my hand as my heart might diate. But of 
this freedom I dare not avait myſelf; you are 
maſter of my deſtiny, honor aſſuredly ec npels 
me to fulflt my. engagement if you inſiſt on it, 
after this candid avowal of my ſentiments. I 
will even ingenuoufly own that I bave, that I 
de feel, a partiality in favor of another though 
he is entirely ignorant of my piedileQion in 
his favor, yet if your lordſhip condeſcends to ſo- 
licit my hand that preference will remain a ſe— 
cret to the end of my exiſtance, nor, ever mili- 
tate againſt the duty I ſhall owe my huſband— 


had I not the higheſt opinion of your loraſhip, 


did. I not conſider you as a ſuperior character, I 
would not thus addreſs you, and I truft you 
have too much liberality of ſentiment to con- 
demn me for an involuntary want of ſenſibi- 
lity to thoſe merits I can ſce and approve. 


Bat will Lord Summeis content bimſelk with 


cold approbation only ? Will be receive a hand 


without a heart, and neglect a thouſand ami- 
able women who would . 7 to be dittin- 


guiſhed by him? if he will, if he ſtill perſe- 
veres in his paſſion for one who owas hericlf 
unworthy the honor of ſuch a preference, I 
again repeat, you are maſter of my fate; that 
juſtice and honor require me to be your's it 
you deſire it, and that J am bound though yuu 
are free, and muſt determine fer me. 
I am, 
With refpe& and eſteem, 
My Lord, 
- Your. Lordſhip's obedient fervant, 
5 
LOUISA MAT EAN K. 
| 'Lis 
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Tis impoſfſible to deſcribe the anguiſh of Lord 
Summers's mind on reading this letter, paſſion 
for a moment got the better of reaſon ; ungrate- 
ful infolent girl 'he called 'her, yes, cried he, 
ſtamping, you ſball be mine, your father had not 
the power to cancel an engagement where no 
cauſe exiſted againſt it. He read the letter a ſe- 
cond time, he grew calmer, though more grie ved, 
he admired her ſentiments, he did juſtice to her 
candour, and the more he confidered her merits, 
the greater was his regret that he had not been 
ſo fortunate to touch her heart. But who is this 
happy man, that without knowing it, has ob- 
tained a blefling fo invaluable? he recalled all 
their viſitors to his remembrance, and could think 
of none to whom Miſs Maybank had paid the 
Jeaſt attention; Lord Delmot then occurred to 
his memory, ſurely, faid he, that coxcomb can- 
not have gained the affection of a mind ſo deli- 
cate as her's, ſhe rather appeared diſtreſſed at his 
intruſion, and ſpoke of him with contempt, yet 
there is yo judging of women by their appear- 
ance or bebavior, the ſex are made up of art and 
hypocriſy ; I ſwear, however, he ſhall not carry 
the prize from me how unfortunate that May- 
bank did not live another week f in this unhappy 
unſettled ſtate of mind he continued all day with- 
o t being compoſed ſufficiently to frame an an- 
ſwer to a letter that, cauſed him ſo much inquie- 
tude. At length, after many reſolutions formed, 
and as often abandoned, he refolved to go down 
to Richmond the next day, endeavor to ohtain a 
private conference with Miſs Maybank, and if 
he could not move her in his favor,. to give her 
up, if 1 ord Delmot was not the favored object, 


but he ſwore never to reſign his pretenſions to 
IS. K 


The 
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The following morning he. ſet off, and ſdon 
arrived at the place he almoſt dreaded to enter; 
being announced and introduced to Lady Beau- 
mont, he made no ſecret of his diſtreſs, he gave 
her Miſs Maybank's letter to read, painted the 
warmth of his paſſion in the moſt forcible terms, 
mentioned Lord Maybank's death as an event 
which ought only to have delayed the completion of 
his wiſhes, and nct have diſſolved an engage- 
ment entered into with the entire approbation of 

the father, and concurrence of the daughter : in 

ſhort, he exhauſted all his eloquence and conclud- 
edwith entreating Lady Beaumont's imereſtin his 
favor. Her ladyſhip heard him with much com- 
plaiſance and attention, and when he was filent, 
replied, I aſſure your lordſhip I am both perplexed 


and uneaſy at the difappointment of your hopes, 


but I feel alſo, I have no right to interfere or 
deny my niece, that liberty her father's laſt words 
confirmed to her: from the ſweetneſs, of her diſ- 
poſition, and the great eſteem Iknow ſhe enter- 
tains for your lordſhip, I am convinced it coit 
her ſome pains to write that letter, and nothing 
but the conviction of her own mind, that an 
union with you could not be productive of hap- 
| pineſs to either, could have induced her to wiſh 
for its being given up. I think, madam, an- 
ſwered Lord Summers, rather haughtily, I think 
the young lady will ſcarcely receive a more 
eligihle offer than mine, and I do not deſpair of 
making her happy if ſhe conſents to ratify her 
engagement—l will make large additions to the 
ſettlements already concluded, J wil stop 
my lord, ſaid Lady Beaumont, interrupting him, 
pil not leſſen our own, value, nor affront my 
- niece by a propoſal of that nature: your merits 
ſufficiently plead for you, and Miſs May bank is 
above 
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above being influenced by intereſted motives, or 
dauzled with riches and magnificence : J have 
already faid'I cannot interfere, but I will deſire 
her to come down, and leave yon to plead your 
own cauſe, and if you can perſuade my nrece 
to your wiſhes, believe me I ſhall rejoice in your 
happineſs. Lady Beaumont then withdrew, and 
ſoon afterwards Miſs Maybank made her ap- 
pearance, evidently confuſed and embarrafſed. 
His lordſhip roſe; and advancing to lead her to 
her chair, kiſſed her hand with much emotion, 
ſhe trembled exceſſively, and for a moment they 
were ſilent; at length, Lord Summers fum- 
moned reſolution, and addreffines' her with a 
tender air, pardon me, my dear Miss Maybank, 
for this intruſion, ſorrow and diſpair has induced 
me to pay this viſit, and from your lips to hear 
my doom pronounced; but e' er you decide, hear 
me I beſeech you with attention, judge with 
that tenderneſs natural to you, and if I have the 
misfortune to be odious in your fight, and a re- 
jected man, I muſt endeavor to ſubmit and bear 
your decree with fortitude. My lord, replied 
Miſs Maybank, with a little more courage, you 
have a right to he heard, yet you can ſay nothing 
my heart and judgment has not already pleaded 
in your favor; I have already faid, if you con- 
deſcend to claim my hand without a heart to 
give, I muſt be yours. Honor and juſtice obli- 
ges me to accede to your wiſhes. But pardon me, 
madam, you made no ſuch intimation, when, at 
your father's requeſt, you conſented to make me 
happy. My lord, when firſt you did me the 
honor of your addreſſes I was fincere, I told you 
U I eſteemed you, I told you truth; more was not 
in my power: you engaged my father's intereſt, 
he was peremptory, and I thought it my r 
| ubmit 


% 


36 _ ERRORS OF EDUCATION. 


ſubmit, to his commands—the- little edel! 
entertained for another I tried to ſubdue, 1 did 
- Juſtice to your merit, and knowing there was no 
appeal from my father's deciſions, I reaſoned 
myſelf into an obedience to his will, from a firm 
perſuaſion 1 was capable of fulfiling my duty to 
the man I ſhould marry. Why then, my ador- 
able Mifs Maybank, do you reje& me now ? 
what are my faults, how have I incurred your 
| hatred and diſpleaſure ? you are above being in- 
fluenced by the addition of your fortune, mine 
is not contemptible, and where will you find a 
heart more devoted to you than mine? ought 
not a promiſe once given, ſo nearly compleated, 

ought it not to be held ſacred, no caule ariſing 
on my fide to deſerve the forfeiture 1 what muit 
the world think of you, and of me? The world, 
my lord, replied Louiſa, is but a ſecondary con- 
| fideration with me, I wiſhto ſtand juſtified tomy 
own heart, and therefore explained my ſenti— 
ments with fincerity and candour to you : and [ 
will frankly own, that, until my father's death, 

I had not permitted myſelf to draw the line be- 
_ tween eſteem and affection; I was commanded 
to love you, I endeavoured to obey; but the 
moment I was my own miſtreſs, and free- will 
was reſtored to me, I was ſenſible of the differ- 
ence, | felt rejoiced our union had not been 
compleated, and defirous of regaining my li- 
berty: under this conviction J thought it became 
my character to make you acquainted with the 
ſtate of my heart; and having ſaid thus much, 
I again repeat ] hold myſelt bound, and if, as is 
but too natural, you preter your own happineſs 
to mine, and can accept mv hand, under an 
idea that ic is neceſſary to your happinels, I have 
no more lo lay, Imi be ) Ours, only do me this 
juſtice, 
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Juſtice, that J have not deceived you, nor ever 
promiſed you a heart out of my power to beſtow, 
though I can ſafely promiſe my conduct ſhall 
deſerve your-eſteem. 

Lord Summers had heard Miſs Maybank with 
the utmoſt impatience, when ſhe concluded he 
aroſe, bit his lips, traverſed the room in the ut- 
moſt anguiſh of mind; the violence of his tem- 
per was on the point of breaking out two or three 
times, and for a:ifew moments he dared not truſt 
himſelf to ſpeak; Louiſa ſat trembling in fearful 
ex pectation of the event: at length turning to 
her rather abruptly, tell me, madam, I heſeech 
vou, what is the name of the happy man who 
has made me miſerable z is it Lord Delmot? you 
pay yourſelf a very ill compliment, my lord, re- 
plied Louiſa, to ſuppoſe it, 1 at leaſt do au more 
juſtice, and feel mortified you think fo meanly 
of my diſcernment; the name you require mutt 
be excuſed from mentioning, for furely there 
would be a great degree of indelicacy in declar- 
ing a partiality for one whoſe addreſſes I never 
received, and probably never may. Curſed fate 
cried Lord Summers, ſtamping, I can neither 
blame nor commend; you have deſtroyed my 
peace, madam, you have wrung my heart, I am 
unable at preſent to determine what I ought to 
do: I will leave you, cruel Miſs Maybank, and 
reflect on all you have ſaid, do you alſo reflect, 
and remember my happineſs 1s dependent on you, 
if I can recal it from your hands, if I can ſubmit 
to your wiſhes you ſhall ſee me no more ; but de- 
pend on nothing, for I cannot anſwer for my- 
telf. At the concluſon of theſe words he caught 
up his hat, and bowing low, left the room, in 
an agitation not to be deſcribed, he threw him- 
ſelf into his carriage ang drove to town. 


Vol. Il. 5 | Miſs 
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Miſs Maybank was little leſs affected than him- 
felt, ſometimes ſne wiſhed ſhe had acquieſced in 
her ſituation with Lord Summers, and conſented, 
at a proper time, to become his wife: then again, 
when ſhe reflected that her father had reſtored 
her to the freedom of her own choice, and that 
engagements, not voluntarily entered into on 
her, part, were canceled by death and the laſt 
words of Lord Maybank, when ſhe reflected that 
Sir Charles Frankly had been an equal ſufferer 
with Lord Summers, {he thought ſhe did but 
juſtice to herſelf and both gentlemen, in leaving 
the option to Lord Summers. after declaring her 
ſentiments, and therefore muſt endeavor to re- 
concile herſelf to await his determinations, and 
as he ſhould lead, be contented to follow. 

Lady Beaumont, to whom ſhe had related what 
had paſted between Lord Summers and herſelf, 
apmoved the candour of her declarations, but 
purpoſcly avoided giving any opinion which 
might be ſuppoſed to influence her, either for or 
againſt his lordſhip. In the afternoon Miſs May- 
bank received a letter from her Steward, wherein 
he informed her, “ that upon inveſtigating the 
affairs, he found things in ſuch contuſion, and 
ſo very much deranged, that he moſt earneſtly 
entreated {ng would come to Scotland, and, by 
her preſence, aſſiſt in ſettling thoſe difficulties 
which he found beyond his ſkull to manage alone. 
He told her Mrs. Nelſon, the gardener's daugh- 
ter, behaved with great inſolence, that ſne pre- 
tended to have a ſettlement of eight hundred 
pounds a year, which ſhe claimed and would 
produce proofs of in proper time; likewiſe, that 
ſhe kept poſſeſſion of the caſtle, and ſaid, hat, 
and the furniture was made over to her in truſt 
for her child, if it came alive into the _ | 

3 | The 
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'The contents of this letter gave Miſs Maybank 
a good deal of vexation, ſhe was not yet of age, 
there was no will, nor any guardians appointed 
for her. Her aunt, as being her neareſt relation, 
was the only perſon to act for her, but ſhe was 
uninformed in the buſineſs of law—aſter ſome 
deliberation it was decided, that ſhe ſhould chuſe 
Lady Beaumont and Mr. Thornhill her troſtecs, 
and their ſolicitor was deſired to enter into the 
buſineſs and put things in a more proper courſe. 
This gentleman being conſulted, adviſed J. ouiſa, 
by all means, to go down and take poſſeſſion of 
the caſtle, and diſmiſs Mrs. Nelſon without fur- 
ther notige, until ſhe produced thoſe proots ſhepre- 
tended to have. However difagreeable it was for 
the ladies to think of leaving the houſe they had 
ſo recently taken poſſeſſion of, they were con- 
vinced of the neceſſity of following this advice, 
as the claim this woman made, was nearly a 
moiety of the eſtate ; Lord Maybank's fortune 
never having been very large at firſt, and by im- 
p management was now conſiderably re- 
duced. The following week was fixed upon for 
their journey, and Miſs Maybank wrote to Lady 
Godfrey and Mrs. Hargrave, who had both ſent 
her letters of condolement on the death of her 
father, of her intention to quit England for a 
time, and 'ſolicited their correſpondence. The 
third day after Lord Summers's viſit Louiſa re- 
cei ved the following letter from him: | 
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TO MISS MAYBANK. 


Madam, Hiding 14 


* 
, n 
4 * 


After three tedious days, and as many ſleepleſs 
nights, I have brought myſelf to prefer your 
happineſs to my own:: mortifying reflection. 
that you cannot find it with me! yes, dear, cruel 
Miſs Maybank, renounce all claim to your 
hand; to force you tobe mine would no doubt 
forteit even that cold eſteem you profeſs for me, 
2nd never ſatisfy that ardent love which I ſtill 
entertain for you. Judge of the ſacrifice I make 


when I folemnly declare to part with life would. 


coſt me much leſs regret, than to quit all hopes 
of you far ever. And ęean you, you whoſe ſweet- 
neſs of temper, whoſe goodnels of heart is legible 
in your countenance, can you condemn that 
man to deſpair and miſery, you once endeavored 
to think of with à preferable eſteem? ah ! Miſs 
Maybank, can yoy teconcile this to your feel- 
ings? but, 1;have done, I reſtore to you that 
liberty, that happineſs you have deprived me of; 
I will take from your pght an unhappy, though 
unoffending man, and endeavor, by ablence and 
refſection, to recover that tranquillity your cru- 
elty has robbed me of. Yet let me do juſtice to 
your candor and noble ſentiments, which has 


encreaſed my regret, and added to my eſteem for 
your character. Adieu, then, lovely and be- 
; | : loved 
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ſoved Miſs Maybank, may the happy, man. of 
your choice love you as fervently as the one. you 
jk rejected; and if ever I am enabled to over- 
come that paſſion which now makes me wretched, 
I will rejoice in your happineſs, and boldly claim 
that eſteem you cannot with juſtice refuſe to the 
unhappy | Sh 


SUMMERS. 


This letter gave riſe to a variety of emotions 
in the breaſt of Miſs May bank, mingled plea- 
fure and regret occaſioned a flood of tears: what 
a worthy man is Lord Summers, cried ſhe ; how 
unfortunate, perhaps for both, that Sir-Charles 
Frankly ever beheld me with partiality, and in- 
ſenſibly won my affections. There are a few 
traits in the character of Lord Summers I did 
not approve, a haughtineſs and impetuoſity of 
temper; but how do Ik no how many fauſts may 
counter- balance thoſe ſentiments of genero- 
'fity and humanity ;- thoſe acts of benevdlence 
which Lady Godfrey related of Sir -Charles 
Frankly, and which gave me ſuch ftrong im- 
preſſions in his favor? the human heart is de- 
ceit ful, *tis impoſſible to have many virtues, and 
vet one. predominant vice, which,. being for a 
time concealed, or not meeting. temptation to 
call it into action, may, at ſome future period, 
overthrow all thoſe hopes founded on apparent 
merit! perhaps, added ſhe, I may have thrown 
| happineſs from me, and depend on uncertain 
proſpects of felicity : but I cannot repent, for 1 
feel I could not have done juſtice to the merits of 
Lord Summers, and T earneſtly hope he will meet 
with an amiable woman who may be more ſenſi- 
ble of his worth. In a ſtate of mind, not per. 

| fectly 
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feRly ſatisfied with itſelf, ſhe communicated this 
letter to Lady Beaumont, who returned it with- 
out'a fingle comment, only obſerving the hoped 
her niece was now happy, but which indeed was 
very far from being the caſe. The following 
day Lady Beaumont received a letter from her 
ſon, replete with much information, theſe were 
the contents: an 


; Brufſelt, June 17. 


. ; Deareſt madam, | 


Mr. Thompſon and myſelf have been about 
ten days arrived here, and we had the pleaſure 
3 of meeting Lord Storiner, to whoſe kindneſs and 
attention we are indebted for many convenien- 
cies and civilities. He was extremely ſhocked 
at the fate of the wretched Minors; and with an 
emotioñ of grief and ſhame, candidly confeſſed 
he bore no inconſiderable ſhare in the deceptions 
practiſed on me at the gaming table, though the 
fchemes were all planned „ eee The very 
great lengths they at laſt proceeded to, with ſome. 
other caufes for reflection, awakened him, he 
faid, to a ſenſe of the baſe unworthy plans con- 
trived for my ruin, and which had formerly been 7 
carried on ſucceſsfully againſt himſelf. Struck 
= with ſhame and remorſe, he reſolved to give up 
| the little fortune he had left to pay his creditors, 
and, having expoſtulated with the Colonel, he 
ö | k 50 1 | intended 
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intended adviſing me to decline the company I 
aſſociated with, but by the artfuł management of 
Minors, who prejudiced me againſt his lordſhip, 
+ received his advice, and overtures with ſuch 
coldneſs as prevented our coming to a proper ex- 
planation, and I remained the tool of duplicity 
and wickedneſs, from which nothing but ruin 
and unmaſked” villainy could have reſcued me 
from being in time, perhaps, as deſpicable as 
the wretches who betrayed me. Lord Stormer 
ſaid, that the Signora's ſueceſs with me and Mi- 
nors he was not furprifed at, as the was the moſt 
artful of women, but where, or with whom ſhe 
could have fled ſo as not to be traced was very 
extraordinary. 4 et 
Aday or two after my arrival, I was intro- 
duced by his lordſhip to a Mr. Worthy, a gen- 
tleman born in England, but a relation of the 
family Who reſided at Bruſſels dying when Mr. 
Worthy was very young, left a conſiderable: for- 
tune to the family, on condition they fixed their 
reſidence in this city, which condition they com- 
plied with, and have lived here many years 
equally reſpected and eſteemed; they pay parti- 
cular attention to Eugliſumen of character, and 
by their generoſity often relieve the peouni- 
ary diſtreſſes of their countrymen. To this reſ- 
pectable family I was introduced, which confiſts 
of Mr. Worthy, his lady and two daughters, 
they have one ſon who is in the ſervice of the 
emperor. | never ſaw two more charming young 
women than thoſe daughters, even my lovely 
couſin ſcateely excels them in perſon or accom- 
pliſnments: 1 quickly obſerved my good friend 
was attached to the eldeſt, and I honeſtly confeſs 
J was equally charmed with the captivating graces 
of the youngeſt. Since that diy I have been a 
conſtant 


a 
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. conſtant viſitor and even Mr. Thompſon allows 
they are the moſt amiable family he ever met 
with. The day before yeſterday we were invited 
to dine with a large party; ſoon after dinner Mr. 
Worthy was informed, a perſon wiſhed to ſpeak 
with him who had a letter he muſt deliver to him- 
ſelf, he was abſent near two hours, the ladies 
were uneaſy, they found, on enquiry, he had 
accompanied. the. perſon who brought the letter. 
At length, to our great ſatisfaction, he returned; 
he made an apology for his abſence, ſaid, he haq 
been fent for to a country-woman of ours who 
was in the utmoſt. diſtreſs, extremely ill, in a 
{ſtrange place and had been robbed of all her 
property by her ſervant, that ſhe had quite the 
appearance of a gentlewomen, and he had pro- 
miſcd Mrs. Worthy ſhould wait on her next day, 
and if ſhe could be removed to their houſe, might 
be accommodated *till ſhe could fend to her 
friends in England. This was Mr. Worthy's 
account, and we all joined in commiſerating 
the unhappy lady, and applauded his humanity. 
The following day we waited on the ladies in 
the evening, and heard their gueſt was arrived, 
my favorite Marianne, with tears of gentle com- 
paſſion ſhining in her eyes, ſaid, O, Sir William, 
ou cannot think what a charming woman ſhe 
is, ſuch elegance in her manners, ſo ſenſible of 
the little ſervices we do for her | I hope ſhe will 
joon recover by our attention : -poor lady !' to be 
ſo cruelly treated and left among ſtrangers; how 
. fortunate the good landlord mentioned my father 
to her. Whiltt I was liſtening to theſe effuſions 
of humanity, Lord Stormer aſked Miſs Worthy 
if ſhe knew the lady's name ? it is Rivers, an- 
ſwered ſhe ; Rivers! we both repeated in the 
ſame mſtant—yes, replied ſhe, with 1 Ty 
- : | 05 ©. | 990 1 
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in her countenance, yes ſhe. told my mother 
her name was Rivers, and that the is related to 
ſome of the firſt families in England; but from 
your vifthle ſurpriſe, gentlemen, 1 ſhould ſup- 
Poſe the name is not unknown' to you? Lord 
Stormer, who had recovered himſelf ſooner than 
I could, replied, tis true, ,madam, both Sir 
William and m) ſelf knew a lady of that name in 
Rakim: and tis poſſible your gueſt may be the 
famcy but not knowing that. lady was in Bruſſels 
1 701 joned our exclamation. Doubtleſs, ſaid 
Worthy, if you. know her, ſhe, will be re- 
Joiced to hear of your being here, and by men- 
tioning your names we hall gueſs vhither ſhe 
is the lady you apprehend—quite off my guard, 
r haſtily replied, I beg, madam, you will not 
name us to her, it will afford her no pleaſure, I 
am ſage. I had no fooner faid this than T was- 
vexed with myſelf, for Mis. Worthy, with a 
look of ſurpriſe” and cutioſity, replied, this is 
rather extraordinary, I ſhould ſuppoſe. it would 
gratify both parties to meet an old acquaintance 
abroad. True, madam, anſwered Lord Stormer, - 
evidently confuſed, but we have particular rea-- 
fons to wiſh our names'may not be mentioned at 
preſent, at leaſt *tift\the lady is beiter, for after 
all, "is: offile ſhe” may be udknown, to. us. The 
jadies ſaid no more, . but 7 obſerved- there was a 
reſerve in their inanner for the remainder of 'the 
time we ſtayed, which was very unpleaſant. 
When we quitted the houſe Lord Stormer ſaid, 
what A ſtrange concurrence of” events, that Mj-- 

nors ſhould be thrown in your way to die” hefoj 
you, and. now Mes. Rivers fick and dale 

18 of Aged to implore ſuelter, from the: vefy fa 
mily you are maſt intimate with: but pray, bon 
are we ro ac, for [ee the ladies face are 
's 'F 3 excited, 
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excited, though ignorant of the cauſe which 
gives riſe to them? I replied to his lordſhip, 1 
was entirely at a loſs how to ad; her, inſolence, 
when 1 met her, at an aſſembly at Liſle, had 
diſconcerted me, and the ſtory ſhe gave out, of 
being ſtripped by her ſervant, very ill accorded 
with the account I received, there of her connec- 
tion or marriage with a Monſieur de Renier. I 
know not what to think, anſwered Lord Stormer, 
to deprive, her of the protection of this family, 
if ſhe is in want, would be cruelty, and if 
ſhould get better and appear down fairs, her 
furpriſe and confuſion at ſeeing vs would explain 
things, perhaps, to the diſadyantage of us all. 
Akter various conſultations it was at laſt deter- 
mined that Lord Stormer, who knew the apothe- 
caryſthat attended her, ſhould prevail on him to 
deliver a"note_to her as if left at her former 
lodging ; when ſhe was alone—in this note Lord 
Stormer informed her Sir William Beaumont 
and himſelf were cerſtantly at Mr. Worthy's, 
that they wiſhed to guard her againſt any ſur- 
priſe, and if ſhe had been really ill: treated would 
he glad to render her any fervice, but that if ſhe 
choſe to avoid appearing. to. have any former 
knowledge of them, ſhe had only to reply to the 
apothecary that the note was of no conſequence, 
and they ſhould be guided by her wiſhes, and 
treat her as a ſtranger during, her reſidence at 
Mr. Worthy” this note was delivered laſt night, 
and th1s morning. the gentleman called on Lord 
Stormier and told him “ the lady was obliged to 
kim for taking the trouble to ſend her the letter 
from the inn, that it was of no conſequence, nor 
required any anfwet, — Thus tis plain ſhe does 
not win lo he recogniſed, and J confeſs 1 feel. 
very much pleaſed at her reſolution, though if 1 
| 0 
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ds meet I think we ſhall appear aukward, and I 
ſhall dread the penetrating eyes of Miſs Worthy. 
Tis ceftainty a wonderful combination of events 
which has thrown thoſe people, one after the 
other in my way thus, and I feel a heavineſs on 
my ſpirits when I think on Mrs. Rivers that I 
hope does not preſage ill to me. Adieu my dear- 
eſt mother, preſent iny affectionate reſpeQs to my 
lovely coutin, who is, perhaps, eber now, Lady 
Summers, and compliments to all friends; I ſhall 
write again very ſoon, as I doubt not but you 
wilt be impatient for further intelligence. 


Il am ever 


Your affectionate and dutiful 


WILLIAM BEAUMONT. 


0 


P. S. The doctor ſaid, Mrs. Rivers was in ng - 
danger, and already much better. | 


Lady Beaumont found ſufficient: cauſe for re- 
flection in this letter; it was plain her ſon had 
not received the one ſhe wrote him on the death 
of his uncle, and. ſue ſuppoſed it muſt lie at 
Liſte ; but the ſelt more concern from obſerving, 
by the tenor of his letter, he had already formed 
another attachment, which, though the object 
of it might be truly deſerving, ſhe feared, from 
the mftabihty of his diſpoſition, might be 
ductive of more trouble to herſelf and him; it 
muſt require time, ſhe thought, to bring him in 

the 
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the habits of conſulting his judgment before he 
determined, and although he had been ſeverely 
Puniſhed for his haſty formed ſchemes and per- 
ſeverance in them, contrary to the advice of his 
real friends, ſue could not promiſe herſelf, ex- 
perience had yet worked a* reformation in his 
temper, and taught him to judge with accuracy 
and propriety her ſole dependance was on Mr. 
Thompſon, and on his integrity ſhe was per- 
Tuaded ſhe might ſecurely rely. The extraordi- 
nary circumſtance of Mrs. Rivers being in. Bruſ- 
ſels, and fo greatly diſtreſſed for pecuniary mat- 
ters, was a great ſurpriſe to her: Lady Beaumont 
had cauſed to be remitted to her four hundred 
pounds to pay her debts, and ſhe had been in- 
tormed Mrs. Rivers had called in the two thou- 
{and pounds appropriated for the uſe of her 
daughter: how then is it poſſible ſhe could be 
without money ? for as to the ſtory of being 
robbed by her ſervant, ſhe gave no credit to it; 
indeed ſhe had ſo ill an opinion of Mrs. Rivers 
ſhe thought her capable of any manceuvres to 
ſerve a preſent purpole. Having read this letter 
to Miſs May bank, both ladies were very deſirous 
of receiving another letter before they left En- 
gland, which, however, they were diſappoint- 
ed in. 
The morning before their departure, Lady 
Summers and Mrs. Minors paid them a viſit, it 
was a formal;one ;. there was a viſible reſerve on 
both ſides, though Miſs May bank ſtrove to pay 
very particular attention to the ladies, but in 
Lady Summers there appeared a repulfive cold- 
neſs, and in Mrs. Minors. a faſtidiovs air, ill 
concealed: under an appearance of careleſſneſs. 
he ladies mentioned their intention of going to 
*  Bath-with Lord Summers; and Miſs: Mapbank, 


With. 
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with great ſincerity, wiſhed them much pleaſure i in 
their excurſion the viſit was ſhort and ceremo- 
nious on both ſides. When they had quitted the 
houſe, Miſs Maybank ſaid, ſhe felt herſelf much 
hurt by the formality of Lady Summers, if ſhe 
is offended with me, why come at all, or if ſhe 
did condeſcend to come, ſhe might at leaſt have 
aſſumed.a more cheerful countenance. I cannot 
blame her, anſwered Lady Beaumont,-and her 
appearance of diſpleaſure is, in fact, the greateſt 
compliment ſhe could pay you, my love, for, 
had ſhe not thought you worthy and felt herſelf 
diſappointed in the favorite wiſh of her heart, 
her ſon's happineſs, which ſhe thought depen- 
dant on you, there would have been no cauſe 
for the behavior you complain of; but ſelf, my 
dear, will prevail, and we cannot caſily be re- 
eonciled to thoſe who blaſt our favorite ſchemes. 
J acknowledge the juſtice of what you ſay, ma- 
dam, replied Louiſa, and can only fincerely. 
ſament, any cauſe ſhould deprive me of the eſteem 
of fo valuable a woman: as to Mrs. Minors, I. 
own l feel no concern at her treatment of me, 
for ſhe is not one who/1mproves on acquaintance, 
and I like her leſs every time I. ſee her ſhe is, 
indeed, ſaid Lady Beaumont, a volatile unin- 
formed woman, vain of her perſon, poſſeſſed of 
a fe y ſuperfieial accompliſnments, and imagines. 
herſelfg entitled to general admiration; but ſhe is 
to be pitied, rather, than cenſured, if iſhe does 
not run into very great errors; ſhe had not, like 
you, my dear, the advantage of a mother's ten- 
der care to direct her youth, or mature her judg- 
ment, and but very few of thoſe intruſted with 
the education of females, ate qualified for the 
taſk. ; conſequently: her firſt deviation wasmore a 
en tranſ dran aga init decorum and delicacy, 
eth tan 551. Tt: than 


5. 


110 "ERRORS on. ED SUEATION: 

1 holly rige 
th it woakle aver bier zn many others t but 
(ſhe has experienced the Al cenſequences ei her 
raſuntſs, and, therefore, a very different mode 
of behavior might be expected from her now, 
and I wiſh Lady Summers may have influence 

enough over her 10; produce à more reſpectable 
oonduct. The evening of this day tliry were 
bduſily employed in packing, and the & wages 5 
ing 25 we thank: r to * 1 
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Sir William Beaumont having ſent off the let 

2 to his mother which has been already men- 

toned, prepared the next morning to accompany 

Lord Storm er in a viſit to Mr. Worthy and his 

family. They abſerved a general air of diſtant 

politeneſs, ſuch as they had not been accuſtomed 

to meet with, and which greatly diſconcerted 

them After ſome general chat, Lord Stormer 

enquired after the fick lady, ſhe is much better, 

anſwered Mts: Worthy, and | hope will be down 

[ {airs in another day. No more was ſaid, and 

| t de gentlemen ſuffered to depart without an in- 
| vitat ion 10 dinner, which had never happened 

| | hefore. Can yon gueſs, aid Lord Stormer, what 
cauſe of offence we have given our good friends, 

that they treated us ſo coldly this morning ? 4am . 

entirely at a loſs, replied Sir William, to divine 

the 
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the meaning of it, there appeared an air of grief 
and reſentment. in the eyes of Miſs Worthy, and 
a repulſive coldneſs in her manner quite unuſual, 
Had not Mrs. Rivers, by her reply to my note, 
ſaid Lord Stormer evidently ſhewn a defirc not to 
be known, | ſhould ſuſpe& lhe had prejudiced. 
the family againſt us, but 1 don't ſec in what 
manner ſhe could pretend to know any thing of 
either of them, and avoid notioing us if we hap- 
pen to meet. I cannot account for the alteration, 
anſwered Sir William, but I know it has given 
me a great deal of pain, for I feel much attached 
to the lovely Marianne, and if I am not miſtaken, . 
Miſs Worthy has long ſince made a conqueſt of 
your lordſhip. I own it, replied his lordſhip, 
and nothing has prevented a declaration of my 
admiration but the ſlender income I poſleſs :;to: 
marry a woman without a fortune, under my 
circumſtances would be madneſs, and. I cannot- 
pretend to a lady like. Miſs Worthy, without a- 
diſcovery of my loſs of fortune, and conſequently 
of all my errors. I have, therefore, hitherto been 
_ Ment, though I: had not reſolut ion enough to 
deny mylelf.the pleaſure of viſiting. there 3; but 
the reſerve in their behavior to day has given me 
ſo much pain, that if, on our viſit to-morrow,. 
the ſame is repeated, | ſhall certainly demand. an 
explanation, for | cannpt bear the idea of being 
thought meanly of,, or deſerving-the coldneſs of. 
thoſe Lelfeems. te tated 
The gentlemen, to divert their chagring went: 
in the evening to an aſſembſy, held at the houſe. 
of one of the prinçipal gentlemen in the city. 
The re was a great, deal of company, and amongſt 
others, two Italian noblemen, one, the Marquis 
Menſcotti 3. the other the Count Bonaventi- 
Theic gentlemen were extremely elegant in their 
1 appearance, 
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appearance, and polite in their manners; they - 
fpoke Engliſh exceeding well, and ſoon were par- 
ticularly diftinguiſed by Lord Stormer ang Sir 
Wimam Beaumont. The caſy, freedom which 
all foreigners obſerve in company, very ſoon 
conciliated the eſteem they app-ared defirous of 
obtaining, and before they {cparated, mutual 
invitations took place between them and Sir 
William Beaumont. Lord Stor cr, though. he 
had paid every civility politenefs demand d, yet 
having been long abroad, was too much accul- 
tomed to the inſinuating manners of the Italie 
to be fo very warm in his attachment as. Sir 
William; and when the affembly broke up, and 
they returned home, his fordſhip cattioned Sir 
William againſt being too much jrepofſeſſed in 
favor of thoſe nobſemen, adding, they are cer- 
tainlyvery pleaſing in appearance, andone cannot 
help being captivated with their, politeneſs, but 
though they may poſſibly polleſs cyery virtve hep 
aſſume, yet, tis eſſentially neceſſary to be well 
acquainied with their characters before you enter 
into an intimacy with them. Mr. Thompſon, 
who had declined accompanying them to the al- 
_ fembly, warmly applauded the caution of Lord: 
Stormer, and entreated Sir William to, extend: 
the connection no Further than politeneſs required. 
| He thanked his friends coolly for! their advice, 
and changing the [ubje& to indifferent matters,. 
they fbon ſeparated to their refpeQive apartments 
for the night. FF 
Neither Lord tormer nor Sir William had much 
reſt;* their minds had been deeply wounded by 
the cool reception. at Mr. Worthy's, and un- 
conſciops of any cauſe which had given occafion - 
for it, they wers loft in conjeQures to account 
for treatment ſo unlike to their formet Ane 
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The next day, as ſoon as cuſtom permitted, both 
gentlemen renewed their viſits, and when intro- 
duced, found Mrs. Rivers ſeated with the family, 
ſhe looked pale and weak, and no other attenti- 
ons paſſed on their entrance than was. uſual be- 
tween ſtrangers introduced to each other. Sir 
William, however, was evidently- diſcompofed, 
and the more ſo, as he obſerved the family ſeru- 
tiniſed his looks very narrowiy. The fame re- 
fer ve prevailed as on their former viſit, Lord Stor- 
mer felt much inclined to demand an explana- 
tion, and was he ſitating how to preface his dif- 
courſe, when Mr. Worthy addrefling him; does 
your lordſhip deſign to Viſit Italy this ſummer ? 
ſald he,” T think you talked of doing fo ſome time 
ago. really am not determined, fir, replied his 
lordſhip, it depends on circumftances. The ar- 
rival of your reſpectable friend, T ſuppoſe, has 
rendered your intention doubtful, reſumed Mr. 
"Worthy, with a ſneer and an emphaſis on the 
word #-/peftgble, 1am at à loſs to underſtand the 
meaning implied by your words, fir, anſwered 
Lord Starmer with ſome ſpirit, but it appears. to 
me as if I had unhappily, and Jam fure, unin- 
tentionally, given fome cauſe of diſpleaſure, or 
Mr. Worthy would never treat a gentleman fo 
coldly, who was flattered ſome time ago with 
poſſefling of his eſteem; I muſt, therefore, en- 
treat to be made acquainted with my fault, that 
1 may haſten to repairiit. “ 7, fir, 'anſwefed 
Mr. Worthy, have no right to accuſe you; as a 
ſtranger and a gentleman, you are entitled to 
every civility in my power to ſhew you; but as 
a father I muſt be excuſed receiving viſits which 
can refle& no honor on my family, but which, 
on the contrary, may irreparably injure them: 
excuſe, me, therefore, gentlemen, if I beg leave 
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to. decline the honor of vour viſits.“ «© From 
whenee your . prejudices againſt us have taken 
riſe, ſaid Sir William, it muſt he our buſineſs to 
_tind out, and till then we ſhalt not intrude on 
your hoſpitality, however difficult to ſorbear our 
viſits to a family we ſo much reſpect and eſteem.“ 
The two gentlemen taking up their hats, made 
a low bow to the ladies and withdrew, not with- 
out throwing a look of indignation at Mrs. Ri- 
vers, to whoſe arts they both inſtantly conceived. 
they owed. this affront. On leaving the houſe 
they went in ſcarch of Mr. Thompſon, and re- 
lated the inſult they had received, which very 
greatly diſcompoſed them. I have not the 
ſmalleſt doubt, faid Mr. Thompſon, but it origi- 
nates from Mrs. Rivers, but 1 will inſtantly make 
Mr. Worthy a viſit, and demand an explanation 
of ſuch extraordinary. treatment.“ He was as 
as his word, and on his arrival at that gen- 
tlman's houſe, deſired to ſpeak with him on par- 
ticular bulmeſs;; he was conducted into the li- 
brary, and Mr. Worthy. immediately dntered. 
You will pardon this liberty, | fir, ſaid Mr. 
Thompſon, | $85 of my particular friends have 
received ſuch unprecedented treatment from you 
this morning as requires ſome aveſtigation. 
4 Are you, then, deputed the champion of Lord 
. Stormer and Sir William Dae, aſked Mr. 
; Worthy, in an ironical tone, no, fir; I came 
here unſolicited, from motives of friendſhip, and 
1 flatter myſelf, the liberal mind of Mr., Worthy 
will not conceive prejudices, and refuſe, an. op- 
portunity of having them explained away.” I 
would "Late ſir, to injure any man by unjuſt 


ſuſpicions, , and, therefore, to cut the matter 
ſhort,, have only a few queſtions. to aſk, which I 
have no doubt Mr. Thompſon. will. anſwer with 
273 truth 
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_ .truth and candour. Did not Sir William Beau- _ 
mont, continued Mr. Worthy, ſeduce and ruin 
a young lady of family? did he not baſely deſert _ 
| her? And is not the unhappy, ill-treated young 
woman dead, in conſequence of his villainous 
treatment! was not both him and Lord Stormer 
linked with a ſet of gamblers ? a diſgrace to any 
nation; are they not bankrupts, both in honor 
and fortune; and have they not introduced them- 
ſelves into my family with a mean and baſe deſign 
on my girls, whoſe ample fortunes they con- 
ceived might retrieve their own ? my youngeſt 
daughter, indeed, was beyond the power of thgir 
ſedocive arts, ſhe is engaged to an officer, a man 
of family and fortune, now in the emperor's ſer- 
vice; but my eldeſt daughter had begun to en- 
tertain a prejudice in 2 of Lord Stormer, 
which rendered this diſcovery of their profligacy 
very neceſſary to preſerve her peace. Now, fir, 
on the honor of a gentleman I require an anſwer 
to thoſe queſtions.” _ „ 
Mr. Thompſon was entirely diſcencerted, the 
truth of theſe accuſations he could not deny, 
though the concluſions were too ſevere. I fee, 
fir, ſaid Mr. Worthy, obſerving his perplexity, 
you have-too much candour to deny the charges 
againſt your friends, and I ſtand juſtified for a 
conduct I found it very difficult to aſſume to- 
wards any gentlemen.” That there are ſome- 
grounds, fir, for your accuſation, anſwered Mr. 
Thompſon, I will not deny, but the repreſenta- 
tion has been greatly overcharged, and although 
the detail muſt be rather prolix, yet juſtice re- 
quires you ſhould hear the ſtory from an unpre- 
Judiced mind, which 1s really my caſe, ang re- 
preſented to me by a man 4 probity and ſtrict 
honor, who was, in ſome-meaſure, a witneſs to 
| and 
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and concerned in remedying the evils you have 


mentioned.” Doubtleſs, fir,. ſaid Mr. Worthy, 
coldly, I am ready to hear whatever you are 


- pleaſed to ſay, if am thing can be ſaid to excuſe 
ſuch enormities.” They t en ſeated themſelves, 
| and Mr. Thompſon related, in as brief a manner 


as poſſible, the whole hiſtory of Sir William 
Beaumoit, the ſeductive arts of Colonel Minors, 
and the mean artful defigns of Mrs. Rivers ; 
with the behavior of Lady Beaumont: Mils 


| Rivers's illneſs, Sir William”: s deſire of marrying 
her, her refuſal'and'death, with the grief of the 


Baronet and his motives for coming abroad, and 


in ſhort, every particular which had been related 
to him by Mr. [Thornhill and-Sir William him- 
" felf. He then ſpoke very advantageouſly of Lord 


Stormer, as having ſeen his errors before any 


diſgrace ſullied his character, of his reſigning his 
fortune for the payment of his debts, and his 
prudent reſolution of living within the limits of 


his preſent ſmall eſtabliſhment. And now, fir, 


* faid Mr. Thompſon, on concluding , his narra- 


_— 


tive, I am at no lofs to gueſs your informant: to 


be Mrs. Rivers, in revenge for tlie loſs of an 
25 ſhe was mean enough to receive from 
S 


Lad 


aumont, whilſt her unfortunate. daugh- 


"ter lived, a daughter whom ſhe abandoned to 


grief and remorſe, and left her to die amon oft 


ſtrangers, whilft ſhe, regardleſs of maternal 2 
fection, or even of reputation, gave herſelf up 
to every levity and folly her income could furniſh. 


How ſhe came here fick and diſtreſſed I know 
not, but 1 verily believe, could the truth be 
known, ſhe owes her ſituation to her own errors, 


if not vices, and is very unworthy the protection 


Lou! have lo humanel) 7 afforded het.“ 


When 


Thompſon, hut 1 muſt ſend word, or my. two 
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When Mr. Thompſon had finiſhed his long 
detail of facts, Mr. Worthy. ſat for ſome 4 
filent, and apparently deep in thought, at laſt, 
as if a ſudden recollection had {truck him, * and 
will you, fir, ſaid he, juſtify what you have told 
me to Mrs. Rivers's face?“ 4 yes, replied Mr. 
"Thompſon, I wiſh you would conduct me to 
her.” © Dine with us, then, returned Mr. 
Worthy, and after dinner, manage. as you 
pleaſe.” “ With all my heart, replied Mr. 


friends will be extremely uneaſy. A ſervant was 
accordingly diſpatched to acquaint Sir William 
Mr. Thompſon dined at Mr. Worthy's, which 
intelligence gave him much pleaſure, and in- 
ſpired hopes that matters were in a. train of 
accommodation. | 
When the dinner was on table, Mr. Worthy : 
introduced Mr. Thompſon to the ſurpriſe of the 
ladies ; Mrs. Rivers, to whom he was a ſtranger, 
and who had not heard his name mentioned as a 
companion to Sir William, had a confuſed idea 
of having ſeen him ſome where, which was at 
Liſle, but could not recollect where, ſhe there- 
fore treated him with politeneſs, and being to- 
lerably recovered, exerted her ſpirits to entertain 
her hoſts, being greatly elated with her ſucceſsful. 
manceuvres againſt the man ſhe hated. As to Lord 
Stormer, he was indifferent to her, but ſhe found 
it neceſſary to get both excluded to prevent der 
tection. Alter the dinner was over and the ſervants 
withdrawn, Mr. Thompſon abruptly turning to 
her, “ J congtatulate you, madam, on your ſuc- 
ceſs.” What ſucceſs fir, ſaid ſhe, ſtarting and much 
diſc poſed, , On the ſucceſs of the tales you 
have fabricated n * William e , 
_ replied” 
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replied he, but do not exult too much at your 
victory, for know, madam, I am perfectly maſ- 
ter of every tranſaction which has paſſed between 
you and the Beaumont family, and have related 
the whole to this gentleman without palliation 
or diſguiſe. . If you have ſaid truth, returned 
ſhe, you muſt have faid, Sir William Beaumont 
was a Villain.” She trembled with confuſion 
and paſſion. «© Compoſe yourſelf, Mrs. Rivers, 
and don't force me to utter difgracetul truths of 
your conduct: I do not juſtify Sir William, he 
acted very wrong, and has been ſeverely puniſhed 
for his credulity and ſubmitting to be the tool of 
an arttul man who has nw attoned for all his 
errors; but, madam}, and he ſpoke ſternly, the 
evils of which yen complain, originated from 
yourſelf, and to deal plainly, the death of your 
much injured daughter is more to be attributed 
to your baſe duplicity, than to Sir Wilfiam 
Beaumont.” —* How dare you, fir, inſult me 
with this language, and who are you that pre- 
ſumes to treat me thus?“ ſhe was in a. moſt vio- 
lent agitation, ©<* I am, madam, reſumed he, 
a a friend to truth, and to Sir William Beaumont, 
I defend not his errors, but they proceeded from 
the violence of youth, and though not to be 
defended; at leaſt from the ſeveral eircumſtances 
attending them, may lay claim to ſome. excuſe.” 
4 Sir, faid Mrs. Rivers, turning indignantly 
to Mr. Worthy, T hoped, in your houſe, to be 
exempted from inſult, this inſolent man who 
preſumes, though a ſtranger, to affront me by 
baſe ſuggeſtions, is beneath my notice, and to 
you. I appeal for protection.“ “ And whilſt you 
are in this houſe, madam, replicd Mr. Wotthy, 
you ſnalſ obtain it, but permit me to obſerve, you 
ate an entire ſtranger, and, therefore, can 
ſcarcely 
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ſcarcely expect an implicit confidence in relati- 
ons, fo reſpectably contradicted as by this, gen- 
tleman.” I fee, ſaid ſhe, with great haughti- 
neſs, how willing you are to be deceived, and 
therefore I deſpiſe his artifices too much to juſtify 
 myſclf where there is an evident partiality.” 


So ſaving, ſhe took hold of the arm of the young=, | 


eſt Mifs Worthy, and walked out of the, room 
in a. very _ manner. © Pray, exclaimed' 
Mrs. Worthy, e 

this ſcene, is it poſſible that woman has deceived: 
us?” Mr. Worthy then related as conciſely as 
poſſible ſome of the particulars he had heard 
from Mr. Thompſon, which gentleman could 
not help remarking how the features of the elder 

young lady brightened, and how much fhe was 

gratified in hearing Lord Stormer exonerated 

from the charges againſt him. Bleſs me, cried 
Mrs. Worthy, what a worthleſs woman this Mrs. 
Rivers is, we muft endeavor to get rid of her.” 

% Doubtleſs we muſt, replied Mr. Worthy, but 

if ſhe is diſtrefſed we muſt not totally defert her, 
common humanity forbids that.” Then having 

commiſhoned Mr. Thompſon to make his excu- 

ies to the two gentlemen, he promiſed to wait on 


them the next day, and make his apologies in 


perſon. . | 
Mr. Thompſon returned highly elated with his 
triumph over Mrs. Rivers; his friends were ex- 


pecting him with great impatience, but when he 


had related the ſeveral particulars, he obſerved 
an uncommon ſadneſs pervade the countenance 
of Sir William; ' do not doubt, ſaid he, ad- 
dreſſing him, but the recollection of thoſe eit- 
cumſtances which I was obliged to repeat, has 
given you ſome pain—“ yes, anſwered Sir 
William, it has given a ſevere blow to my future 
peace; 


t me have an explanation of 


. 
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peace ; the govely Marianne is then engaged, 

and all my hopes are blaſted ! This is a ſecret, 
cried Mr. Thompſon, I was wholly unacquainted 
with; I could hardly ſuppoſe, whilſt your heart 
ſmarted for the recent loſs of Miſs Rivers, you 
could ſo readily reſign it to another paſſion.“ 
But, believe me, Sir William, added he, a heart 
ſo cafily inflamed has little ſtability, and your 
diſappointment will be a very temporary one.” — 
If Sir William, was, wounded by ſome part of Mr. 
Thompſon's relation, Lord Stormer felt pain ſtill 
more acute. Is it poſhble, thought he, that Miſs 
Worthy has beheld me with ſome degree of par- 
tiality ? have I, in return for the hoſpitality of 
the father, given even the ſmalleſt degree of anx- 
iety to the charming daughter? what hopes had 
Ja right to indulge, a bankrupt in my fortune, 
an excile, though a voluntary one, from my 
country, could I ſuppoſe Mr. Werthy wouid 
permit my addreſſes? why then indulge a paſſion 
which muſt end in diſappointment, or, by any 
future attentions, encreaſe that partiality J am 
told Miſs Worthy honored me with? no, added 
he, ſighing, I will not wound her peice; 1 de- 
ſerve, to be the only ſufferer, and therefore will 
quit Brufſels without delay,—Mr. Thompſon 
was ſurpriſed to find intelligence which he ex- 
pected would have excited pleaſure, had thrown 
a gloom over the countenances of both gentle- 
men- ** .You are ſtrange inconſiſtent beings, 
ſaid he, ſmiling, this morning all your anxiety 
was to ſtand juſtified in the opinion of Mr. Wor- 
thy, now that I have ſucceeded in removing his 
prejudices, and I hope, reſtored you to the eſteem 
of that amiable family; inſtead of being grate- 
ful for my endeavors, one of you is full of la- 
ments, and the other ſeems loſt in melancholy 
| reflectionz. 
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3 refleQtions.”  ** True, my dear Mr. Thompſon, 


anſwered Lord Stormer, however, I. feel grati- 
fied in the ſucceſs of your friendly interference, 
I confeſs, you have awakened me to a ſenſe of a 
freſh error I was on the point of falling into; bu: 
I hope it is not too late to retract, and therefore 
Jam determined to leave this city in the courſe 
> a few days. 

Before Mr. Thompſon could make a reph y they 
were informed the two Italian noblemen were 
delow; Sir William, who had ſat wholly inat- 
tentive, on hearing this, ſtarted up briſkly, and 
running down, ſoon returned, introducing the 
gentlemen to his friends. The diſtant, though 
reſpectful polite neſs they received from his lord- 
ſnip and Mr. Thompſon, was amply compenſa- 
ted for, by the extreme attention of Sir William, 
who, with his accuſtomed impetuoſity, laviſhed 
on them a thouſand: polite ſpeeches, and appeared 
uncommonly ſolicitous to obtain their eſteem. 
Thoſe warm advances to intimacy were received 
with cqual eagerneſs on their fide, and before 
they ſeparated, the Marquis Mareſcotti invited 
the gentlemen to paſs the evening with the 
Lud Stormer and Mr , Thompſon civilly & 
clined, but Sir William readily accepted the in- 
vitation, and promiſed to be an early gueſt. 

After thoſe noblemen had taken leave, Mr. 
Thompſon very ſeriouſly remonſtrated with Sir 
William on his being ſo ready to enter into an 
intimacy with gentlemen he knew ſo little of: 
* One would expect, added he, that you had 
already paid dear enough for your attachments 
to render you more cautious in forming acquain- 
tance without firſt obtaining a better knowledge 
of the companions you ſele&.” nd one would 

Vor- Il. 0 ſuppoſe, 
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ſuppoſe, alſoz. retorted Sit William, in a tone of 
diſpleaſure, that I was of competent age to ſelect 
mycompanions, without having a governo to 
controub my inelinations, or a cenſor to remind 
me for ever of my foibles. Far be it from 
mes, ſir, added Mr: Thompſon, to aſſume the 
charaQten of either: friendſhip to you and grati- 
tude to Lady Beaumont renders it an indiſpenſay 
ble duty on my ſide to ſpeakmy ſentiments freely: 
but. if I am become troubleſome to you, tis time 
wo ſhould ſeparate, for I neither can, nor will, 
ſappreſs my opinion in points where IL. think your 
or reputation is concerned... You are 
petulant, Sir William, cried Lord Stormer, you 
forget Mr. Thompſon is our beſt friend.“ For- 
give me, 1hompton; ſaid Sir William, taking 
his hand, I was too haſty, but to tell you the 
truth, I really feel it neceſſary to have a , little 
diffipation and change of company to drive the 
lovely Marianne out of my thoughts, for I am 
more: deeply; concerned at my diſappointment 
than you imagine, and let that plead as an ex- 
cuſe for bebavior I am: aſhamed of. ſteem 
yourſelf but half as much as I eſteem you, an- 
ſwered Mr. IT on, andi ſhall be perfedtly 
ſatisfied} for then you will be cautious, of forfeit- 
ing the one or the other. Lord Stor mer en- 
deavored to give a turn to the converſation, by 
repeating. his deſign of quiting Bruſſels and 
going: into Italy ; After ſeeing Mr. Worthy 
to-morrow, ſaid he, and; proving to him I am 
not entirely undeſerving the favors I have ex- 
72 perienced from his: hoſpitable board, I. ſhall go, 
though with regret, at a diſtance from an object 
I feel but too intereſting to my peace- A ſimilar 
diſapporntment drove me from England, though 


I cannot ſay my affections were ſo deeply engaged 
| as 
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as'I now find they are here 3 : but a bankrupt in 
my fortune, without a loot 54 land I can at pre- 
ſent call my own,. If deſp iſe myſelf i if I; 
ſought to chi gage Miſs We 15 Pets; tis fit 
nt folly ſhould be my, 17 nt, and that 
difip Tex in Which 1 v ain ur ſued the ſhadow 
of ha neſs, ſhould | the 4 of depriving 
mo for ever of i its reality.” 4 1 mult leave you, - 
ſaid Sir William, taking his bat, before , you. 
render me wake for any company, I was quite 
rigtit, you ſee, in thinking a change in my 
companions neceſfary, for this evening at leaſt.” 
So ſaying, he tobk leave of them and fallied forth 
to his appointment with the Italians, whilſt Lord 
Stormer and Mr. [Thompſon ſpent a very rational 
evening together. The high ſpirits of his com- 
panions ſoon communicated a portion of them 
to Sir William, he encouraged th e circling glaſs, 
ahd when warm with wine very readily aſſented 
to their propoſal of finiſhing” the night at the 
houſe of a 4805 courtezan's, where they ſtaid 
till a very late hour in the morning. 
hen Mr. Thompſon aroſe he was very much, 
concerned to hear his friend had but juſt retired 
to bed, and in a ſtate of intoxication. . This 
raſh, impetuous young man, ſaid he, to avoid 
the leaſt diſagrecable reflection, lun es into 
error, and unable to bear the Teaſt d appoint- 
ment in his wiſhes, flies to diſſipation as his only 
reſource. I hôped a very different mode of be- 
havior when [I left England with him, or never 
ſhould have conſented to daten. him. But, 
his good reſolutions were only temporar —7 
the Get temptation he 11 1155 We 
follies.“ In a very uneaſy Nate | of mind he re- 
mai ned *till informed Mr. "Woitlty' was came to 


wait on them; having ſent word to Lord Stottner 
G 2 and 


o 


7 


124 ERRORS OF EDUCATION. 


and Sir William of his arrival, the former in- 
ſtantly obeyed the ſummons, and Mr. Worthy 
was introduced. Advancing to Lord Stormer, - 
Ihave many apologies to offer, my lord, for my 
rude behavior to you in my houſe.” Not a 
word on the ſubjeQ, my dear Mr. Worthy, I am 
extremely honored by this viſit, and to be re- 
ſtored to your good opinion is very eſſential to 
my happinefs. I certainly ought to have ac-. 
quainted you with the ſituation of my affairs, 
but where there was no curioſity expreſſed, 1 
conceived I had no right to obtrude confidence: 
.and perhaps, added he, ſmiling, a little pride 
prevented me from acknowledging errors I feared. 
might leſſen me im your eſteem.” © Iam much 
flattered by the motives of that fear, returned 
Mr. bm but ſhall I not have the pleaſure of 
ſecing Sir William?” 4 He will wait on you 
preſently, replied Mr. Thompſon, but pray, fir, 
may I aſk how you managed with Mrs, Rivers?“ 
After you left us, ſaid Mr. Worthy, my wife 
. followed her to her apartment, where ſhe had 
| retired with my youngeſt daughter, to whom ſhe 
was eagerly talking when Mrs. Worthy entered 
the room ; having defired my daughter to with- 
draw, ſhe ſat down, and in a tender, though 
earneſt manner requeſted her attention: ſhe then 
repeated the whole ſtory as Mr. "Thompſon had 
related it. Mrs. Rivers broke out ſeveral times 
in inveQives againſt her daughter, Sir William 
and Lady Beaumont, but Mrs. Worthy inſiſted 
on being heard out—when ſhe had-finiſhed, ſhe 
addreſſed her thus. Now, madam, you fee 
we are perfectly acquainted with your ſtory, and 
although we cannòt exculpate Sit William Beau- 
mont entirely, yet ſurely he is leſs blamable than 
the parent who could wantonly throw her child 
">> * | | into 
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into improper ſituations, and corrupt a heart 
naturally good; only to gratify unwarrantable 
pride and ambition, and when a deſerved diſap- 
pointment in thoſe views took place to delert an 
unhappy repentant child, and give yourſelf up 
to folly and diſſipation at your time of hfe—0, 
madam, what a depraved heart is yours! but 1 
will not upbraid, without holding out the means 
to recover, at leaſt fity, by your future amend- 
ment—be ſincere and candid, you may make me 
your friend, I never yet deſerted any one in diſ- 
treſs, and if T can be the means of reſtoting you 
to a ſenſe of your errors, and a wiſh to atone 
for them by repentance ; you will find Mr. Wor- 
thy and myſelf ready to ſetve you.” When my 
wife had finiſhed all ſhe had to ſay, Mrs. Rivers, 
for ſome time, preſerved a ſullen filence, but at 
length, looking up, ſhe burſt into tears, “ I am 
humbled indeed |. cried ſhe, but I am undone * 
and muſt ſubmit, to my fate | Well, then, ma- 
dam, you know all, but you who never experi- 
enced a bitter reverſe of fortune, can form no 
ideas what muſt have been my ſufferings—per- 
haps the means I took to get my. daughter well 
married, was unjuſtifiable, but ſuch ſchemes. are 
not very uncommon nor unnatural, Sir William 
Beau nont has been my bittereſt enemy, I muſt- 
ever think ſo; but for him I ſhould never have 
been driven by the imprudent conduct of my 
child, to have quitted England.” „“ Stop, ma- 
dam, faid Mrs. Worthy; nor dare to throw one 
reflection on a daughter who deſerved a better 
mother, and whoſe. exemplary behavior under 
her misfortunes, more than atoned for hererrors, 
and excited the admiration of all who knew her! 
Jam not diſpoſed to hear reflections which avail 
nothing, tell me your real fituation, and how I 
can 


* 
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'can ſerve you, without diſcredit to myſelf.” This 
ſeverity had its defired effeQ ; ſhe entered into a 
detail of her loſſes, and impoſitions praQtiſed on 
her, and that havin at the time ſhe heard of 
her daughter's death an intimacy with a French 

gentleman who called himſelf We ben de Re- 
nièer, he had promiſed to marry her, and carry 
her into Burgundy where his eſtates lay, if ſhe 
would get all her money; ſhe therefore, at the 
fame time ſhe received the four hundred pounds 
from Lady Beaumont, drew out the two thou- 
fand pounds her daughter had received the inte- 
reſt of, and when all her money arrived, he 
ꝓropoſed going to Bruſſels, to be married there 
and reſide ſome time in the city. She complied, 
they { ſet off and ſpent a fortnight at Liſle, where 
the ſaw Sir Willlam, and which occahoned her 
to preſs Mon ſieur to ſet off the next day; that at 
the laſt ſage before they came to Bruſſels; when 
ſhe aroſe in the morning, ſhe waited breakfaſt 
ſome time without ſeeing Monſieur, at laſt, ring- 
ing the bell ſhe was informed, to her inexprefible 
aſfoniſhrrent, that the gentleman went off on 

poſt Horſes ſeveral heurs before; ſcarce able to 
1 ſhe flew up ſtairs and found the ſmall 
cabinet, in which was dex 1 ted her notes, mo- 
ney, and ſome, few je we cls, carried off! ſue ſaid 
ſhe loſt her ſenſes for ſome time, but when fe- 

"covered, found all ths? money ſhe had did not 
amount to twelve pounds with this ſcanty ſum 
"ſhe haltened to Broiſels ; in ſearch of Monſicur de 
Renier, but getting 'no intelligence, and her 
money being nearly exhauſted, vexation and 
fatigue! threw her ill, an ſhe was redyced to the 
lt extremt y 'of want, when the |: ndlord told 
her there was an Engliſh family i in the city who 


would, he was ſure, adminiſter t to her relief; on 
Len ed 
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which the application was made to me; and not 
chuſing io own ſhe had travelled with a man not 
her huſband, . ſhe; gave aut that it was her ſervant 
who had robbed her.“ And thus ended Mrs. 
Rivers's , tale, which, though pretty artfully 
gloſſed over, does her no credit from her owa 
account. 1 2 
After Mrs. Worthy had heard her ſtory, ſhe 
defired her to compoſe herſelf and ſhe would con- 
ſult me what could be done for her. I left her 
this morning going to her with two propoſals, 
one is to allow her a decent annuity, ſufficient 
tor all her wants, though not to ſupply extrava- 
gancies, to board in a neighbouring village where 
we would procure her accommodations which 
might render her reſpectable if ſhe behaved pro- 
perly.; the other propoſal was to pay her penſion 
here in a convent—which ſhe will determine on, 
is K to be known, but I hope, wherever ſhe 
relides, ſhe will ſet about a reformation in her 
conduct, as | have Iutle doubt but it was a pro- 
fligate connection with ſome ſharper which has 
thus diſtreſſed her, and ſhall fet forth an enquiry 
after him, thouzh I fear to little effect. | 
Jaſt as Mr. Worthy concluded his narrative, 
Sir William came in, and in ſome confuſion tre- 
ceived that gentleman's apologies. Said Mr. 
Worthy, I will not requeſt the favor of a renewal 
of your vilits until Mrs. Rivers has left the houſe, 
which, I hope, will be ina day or two, in the 
mean time, gentlemen, do me the juſtice to be- 
lieve |] feel an infinite deal of pleaſure in a re- 
union of that friendſhip which conferred on me 
equal honor and ſatisfaction. Lord Stormer and 
the others were not deficient in returning” his 
politeneſs, although Sir William reſolved to viſit 
there very ſeldom, and Lord Stormer's reſolution 
| was 
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was taken to pay only one farewell viſit. When 
Mr. Worthy was gone Mr. Thompſon repeated 
his information reſpecting Mrs. Rivers, and then 
added, I dare ſay, Lady Beaumont would not 
readily refizn to this good family, who are ſtran- 
gers, the means of ſettling Mrs. Rivers in a 
decent ſituation, where ſhe may live, in future, 
a regular life. Nor will I, ſaid Sir William, 
haughtily, Iwill make over to her one hundred 
paunds a year, out of my ſmall income, and that 
tum yearly, I ſhould ſuppoſe, will maintain her 
in this country very well.” „ *Tis an ample 
proviſion, replied Mr. "Thompſon, and I applaud 
the generoſity of your ſpirit; will you commiſhon 
me to acquaint the family of your deſign ?” 
«« Yes, anſwered Sir William, and the ſooner 
the better, I will give orders for its being execu- 
ted this very day.” | 5 
Mr. Thompſon haſtened to Mr. Worthy's, 
and begged to ſpeak to Mrs. Rivers in preſence of 
Mrs. Worthy ; ſhe. was at firſt onwilling to ſee 
him, ſuppoſing he came to affront her, but on 
his ſending word, that the meſſage he came with, 
muſt be an agreeable one, ſhe at 1:ſt came down. 
Mr. Thompſon, without any ceremony, told her 
he was commiſſioned by Sir William Beaumont to 
2cquaint her, he had that day ſettled on her one 
hundred pounds a year tolive where-ſhe pleaſed, 
and that, to prevent preſent pecuniary, difficul- 
ties, he would preſent her with fifty pounds to 
ſettle herſelf until the annuity, which ſhould be 
paid half -yearly, became due. And then, ad- 
- drefling Mrs. Worthy, „ this offer of my friend's, 
madam, will preclude any neceſſity for Mrs. Ri- 
vers* receiving the favors you intended her | 
ſuppoſe.” „ Yes, ſaid ſhe, I accept Sir Wil- 
liam's offer, for I conceive it a juſtice he owes 
me 
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me in recompence of the evifs I have ſuffered 
Through him.“ „ We will not ſpeak of the 
paſt, madam, returned Mr. Thompfon, coldly, 
Ber if you conſult this lady as to your place of 
refidence, every thing elſe ſhall be accommoda- 
ted to your ſatisfadion.“ He then toqk leave 
and returned home, not a little ſurpriſed to find 
Lord Stormet alone. Where is Sir William? 
he aſked, gone to dine with the Ialian noblemen, 
replied his lord{hip, he is highly delighted with 
their ſpirit and gaiety, you and, my grave friend 


are entirely out of favor.“ * 

Mt. Thompſon was extremely concerned at 
this news, and in conſequeriee 6f it made it his 
buſinefs to enquire into their characters. He 
was informed they were men of high birth and 
fortune, but wild and diſfipated to exceſs, not 
gainblers, but ſenſualiſts in the utmoſt extent 
of the word. This account alarmed him greatly, 
he conſulted with Lord Stormer what could be 
done to wean him from the connection; his 
lordſhip undertook to talk with him, though 
hopeleſs of being attended to; for he had, in 
He mbthins, afked'Sir Wilkarh to "accolnpany 
him” in a tour to, Italy, which he'declined;' ſay- 
ing, he would not run the tifk of Joling his heart 
agaln, that if he did not give into company, he 
| ſhould run mad at his diſappointment of Marianne 
Worthy, but there was not another girl in Bruf- 
ſels he cared fixpence far, and therefore it. was 
the heſt place he could ſtay in, where he was in 
no danger; adding, “ yout's is a Quixote ex- 
pedition to run away from the*eirl that you are 
told likes you, but I am nat. fo romant\e, "and 
were not her” ſiſter's affe ctions engaged I would 
run to der, inſtead of going flom bert L &rd 
Stormer told him their fituations differed, you 
. G 3 have 
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ALE WORE ® pls fortune to look forward ta, 
Haid he, as 2 ſgteſemept for-your wife, by prudent 
management, in a tw Fears, your eftate ma 

be cleared —dyt I haxe no ſych reſources 

malt b: many years before I can recover any 
"art. of. 1 ine, and never will 1 be beholden to a 
Ws Fn 1 0. the mortgages which 
EXFraYAgange ang olly-has laid upon my cfiates.” 
Lord 8 ormer repeated this converſation. to Mr. 


ord Sf 
tho pon, and concluded by ſaying, it would 
Winne 
h ape . en 0 305 plea Ne Had Sir. William 
acceded to his requeſt, as he ſhauld greatly re- 
gret the loſs of Mr. Thompſon's converſation.” 
bey ſaw no more of Sir William for th 
day ; he..cams. home at a yery late hour, and 
yas not fitting kill long after they bad break- 
faſted, when he was diſturbed by EAT 
who came to on the bufineſs for Mrs. ivers's 
annuity.z which. being done, and Mr, Worthy 
appointed truſtee for her; when the lawyer 
withdrew, he began to expatiate on the pleaſures 
of the forgoing eyening, and rallied his grave 
friends for their Gopign ).“ % Prithee, Stor- 
mer, ſaid he, 1 5 our rties, take my word 
for. it, nothing like a little mirth and frolick to 
cure a wound in the heart. If I had not met 
with thoſe | nom Italians, my own,, vexation, 
and your ſentimental ſpeeches, would have 
made me miſerable :. but I am already on the 
recovery, and in another fortnight ſhall be able 
to ſee my fayorite in the arms of another man 


. e eee f 1 
wifhaut either hanging or drowning myſelf.“ 
th You 1 Fonderfölly altered, Sir Wil- 

5 fad Mr: Thompſon, I will not ſay im- 


Fed; but dont you think Lady Beaumont 


Ove | eanmon 
bop 5d, when vou came abroad, you would tra- 
Vel to, obſerve men and manners, and not fix 

d I 5 
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r xeſidende at one place, nor confine your 
ciety to one ſet, of people ?” I ſuppoſe, fir, 
retorted Sir William, Lady Beaumont knew I 
was out of leading ſtrings, and had a right to 
chuſe, for myſelf, and if ſhe had my peace of 
mind in view, after the diſmal ſcenes and curſed 
vexations I had gone through in England, ſhe 
would rejoice I ſhould; live any where to enjoy 
good company and recover my tranquillity.” 
« And, yet, anſwered Mr. Thompſon, ſuch as 
you call. good rorwpeny have becn the means of 
deſtroying your tranquillity, for a time at leaſt.” 
Well, fr, eried Sir William, with great in- 
.dignation in bis manner, when I requeſt the 
favor of your: advices reſpe ing my friends, 1 
ſhall, be. thankful for it, but I did not underſtand 
that When Mr. Thompſon condeſcended to be- 
come my companion in this tour, he intended 
to aſſume the governor over my actions.“ * Sir 
William, replied Mr. Thompſon, very caolly, 
you, degrade yourſelf more than me by ſych re- 
ſectiond, but if vou ceaſe to eſteem me, tis 
time we ſhould ſeparate. I have long been in- 
ured. to mitfartunes and diſappointments, hut I 
ne yer yet, laſt fight of the reſpect due to myſelf, 
and 1 ſhoyjd diſdain to owe a favor to any one 
who did not conſider me as a friend, and be- 
heye, that his intereſt was as dear to me as 
my own. Pour notions are extremely pe- 
2. (returned; Sir William,) but it was al- 
ways my Wiſh to confider you as a friend, not 
as, Ai ſpy, cager to obſerve and cenſure my moſt 
indifferent. actions. << 1. ſhould very ill prove 
myſelf your friend, retorted Mr. Thompſon with 
ſome - warmth, to be indifferent to your 
neſs or reputation; both of which think en- 
9 by your new friend —but, I have 
done, 
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done, fir, I ſhall take the earlieſt” opportunity 
to return to England and reſign Lady Beau- 
-mont's generous proviſion, which 1 can no lon- 
ger retain with honor to myſelf.” ““ I can 
have no right to prevent you, you ate certainly 
your own maſter, and can go where” and toben 
vou pleaſe, without being accountable to me.” 
Saying thoſe words Sir William} walked eff ve- 
ry ſtately, and left his friends overwhelmed with 
vexation. “ How much have I been miſtaken 
in my opinion of this haughty young man, ſaid 
Mr. Thompſon, when J was prevailed upon to 
accompany: him, I was 'previouſly informed of 
all his irrepularities, Which had been productive 
of ſo much . ſname and embarraſſment 
in his circumſtances; that his friends were led 
to believe an entire reformation in his conduct 
and ſentiments bad taken place, and his beha- 
viour for ſome time appeared to juſtify their opi- 
nion: but you ſee that ſame impetuous, unſet- 
led diſpoſition prevails, and the leaſt check in 
a favorite purſuit, plunges bim into error, and 
throws bim into the power of gay qiſſolute com. 
panions.“ „ It is, indeed; much to be regret- 
ted, replied Lord Stormer, tbat the Jounger 
Miſs Worthy is engaged ſor poſſibly an unjon 
with an amiable woman might have fixed his 
principles.“ I rather fear, anſwered Mr. 
Thompſon, the inſtability of tenhper which has 
ever marked his, character, will prevail through 
life and have given ec trie thante of _ 

neſs to any woman? However; added he, I 
will not quit bim: unleſs he abſolutely throws 
me off, till I hear from Lady Beaumont, I ſhall 
write this day, and without aſſigning any rea- 


wy” beg leave to techins her noble allowance 
| . in 
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in my favor, as particular circumſtances require 
my return to England. 
After a little pauſe, Lord Stormer ſaid, ** you 
know the ſmallneſs of my income, dear Thomp- 
ſon, and Tought'to bluſh, perhaps, for making 
you a propoſal fo unworthy of your merit to ac- 
cept; but if you will condeſcend to ſhate that 
income, and become my friend, my brother 
and adviſer, I will endeavor; by my reſpect 
and attentions, to atone for the deficiencies*6f 
fortune.“ „The offer you make me, my bord, 
does me the higheſt honor, nor would I heſitate 
a moment to accept it, did I not conceive my- 
ſelf accountable to Lady Beaumont, and not at 
liberty to quit the ſociety of her ſon without firſt 
writing to her.“ * Promiſe me, then; cried 
Lord Stormer, that if yo do detach yourſelffrom 
Sir William; you wil join me wherever I am.“ 
do, replied Mr. Thompſon;' but it would 
give me ſtill greater pleaſure if I can prevail on 
him to be of your party.“ 

When Sir William left his friends ſo abruptly, 
he repaired to the hotel of the Italians; not a 
little ruffled—** ah! my dear friend, cried the 
Marquis Mareſcotti embracing him, what has 
happened to diſcompoſe you? you look out of 
humour.” Sir William told him a gentleman, 
who had attended him abroad as a companion, 
had thought proper to play the Monitor, and 
lecture him for keeping late hours. The de- 
vil! exclaimed the Marquis, and do you ſubmit 
to ſuch impertinence ?” * Certainly not, replied 
the other, I have given him a handſome ſet 
down, and that has ruffled my temper.” I 
would have kicked the fellow to the devil, cried 
the Marquis, if he had preſumed to give me any 
admonitions. Why, you are of age, are * 

of not 
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nat ff. ges, ane William, I am my 
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tremely diſpleaſed, could not help being affected 
by this melancholy repreſentation of her ſituati- 
on; after a little pauſe, he ſaid, I can conceive, 
madam, thatto a mind like yours, ſolitude muſt 
be very irkſome; and that, ſenſible, as I hope 
you are of the errors of your conduQ, reflection 
can afford you no pleaſure. If, therefore, you 
can determi wit Tegularity, and 
propriety, I will venture to recommend you as a 
boarder in a worthy houſe in this city, where 
you. may enjoy pleaſing ſociety and moderate 
pleaſures ; Mrs. Worthy will, I know, be hap- 
Py to countenance you if you deſerve it—lIf this 
propoſal does -not- fuit you, there is an oputent 
village, not far from hence, where your income 
will enable you to live genteel—** no, ſaid ſhe, in- 
terrupting him, I will hear nothing cf your vil- . 
lage—I ſec, by this deed, which ſhe had peruſ- 
ed, I am not obliged to refide at any particular 
place, Iwill therefore, go to Aix le Chapelle, 
I know I can live decent there on this poor pit- 
tance, and I have ſtill a few effects in England 
to dilpoſe of, which may ſettle and ſupport n 
there until the annuit) becomes due.“ I um 
Torry to find, madam, aid My. Worthy, rip 
diſguſted; you {till wiſh for gaiety and expenf 
eſtabliſhments, but fince yout choice is made, 1 
will accommodate you with the fifty pounds, and 
excuſe me, if I add, the ſooner yon leave this 
houſe the better.“ “ That 1 ſhall do, fir, im- 
mediately, anſwered” ſhe, rifing alſo, and your 
unpolite r6queſt cancels' e ght 
100 16 bab Fl ae e they" defired 
4 con veyance fo che fan ſhe Fame from, and 
7 e 1 
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hurried away, leaving Mis. Worthy aftoniſhe 
.at her effrontaty. She is entirely anwotthy of 
3 any 
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any favor, ſaid Mr. Worthy, but certainly had 
ſome little claim on Sir William Beaumont's ge- 
nerolity, he has diſcharged the debt, and I am 
extremely well pleaſed we have done with her, 
for I ſee ſhe is incorrigible, K EO TOLD 
The next morning after Mrs. Rivers quitted 
the houſe, Lord Stormer, accompanied by Mr. 
Thompſon, waited on Mr. Worthy's family 
to make a farewell viſit ; they were all exceed- 
ingly, ſurpriſed when they heard his defign, Miſs 
Worthy particularly appeared much agitated ; I 
am heartily ſorry to loſe you, cried Mr. Wor- 
thy, I fear you have hardly forgiven my rude- 
neſs which what worthleſs woman led me into, 
for I flattered myſelf you intended reſiding here 
till next ſpring.” „ did indeed intend it, re- 
plied Lord aner and the circumſtances 
which oblige me to alter my intention are par- 
ticularly mortifying to me, for I "ſhall find no 
company elſewhere that will conſole me for the 
loſs of thoſe happy hours I have ſpent with your 
amiable family.” I ſcarce know how to reply 
to what you have ſaid, returned Mr. Worthy, 
but if there is any thing in my power to give 
thoſe circumſtances you mention a different 
complexion and engage your Ce Ong 
us, tax my friend{hip, to its utmoſt, and be af- 


ſured, the obligation will be on my fide, if 
can ſerve a worthy man.“ | feel, your kind- 


neſs, fir, moſt ſenſibly, replied. Lor Stormer, 
but I am fo unfortunately fituated as to be in- 
capable of profiting by the friendſhip you honor 
me with, and to be plain with you, every hopr 
I ffay in Bruſſels adds to my diſtreſs.” 5 Then 
can only regret, without the power of reliev- 
ing you, cried Mr. Worthy, but if my ſervices 
now cau be of no uſe,” at leaſt promiſe =o 
4% that 
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that if on any future oegaſion, any embarraſſ- 
ment of circumſtances, , you ſhould ſtand in need 
of a friend, promiſe me you will honor me with 


the application, and I wòill fly FP. ſerve you.“ 


his kindneſs was too much for Lord Stormer's 
ſenſibility, he roſe vihbly affected, and taking 
Mr. Worthy's hand; * I thank yau, fir, wirh 
my whole ſou}; then turning to the ladies, haid- 
ly able to articulate his words; I leave you, 
45 and amiable friends, ſaid he, with the li 
eſt regret, 1 ſhall find nothing, wherever I go, 
that will compenſate for the pleaſure I muſt now 
rehgn. May every bleſſing attend you, added 
he, and taking up his hat, hurried out of the 
room — the ladies were drowned in tears, Mr. 
Thompſon, unable to ſpeak, with .a low bow, 
was preparing to follow his friend, Mr. Worthy 
caugbthis hand, top Mr. Thompſon, Iconjure 
you, tell me, has any particular mi: fortune be- 
fallen Lord $tormer!? 1 feel extremely intereſted 
for him, it will be no breach of friendihip to 
inform me of any circumſtayces where the hand 
of friendſhip may adminiſter conſolation. 1 
know, from your former account of him, his 
preſent- income js a very ſe inty one, if any pe- 
c vniary dithcu ties diſtrefs his m in d, I ous 
God I have it in my power to xelieve them, an 
e muſt think very meanly of me if he ſuppoſes 
1 ſhould confider it any other than as an obliga- 
tion conferred, on mylelf, to put it in my power 
to ſerve him, ſpeak then I beſcech you.“ Mr. 
Thompſon heſitated ; thus preſſed, he knew not 
what to anſwer: whillt he was deliberating Miſs 
Worthy, roſe and left the room, her mother and 
bites followed her from motives of delicacy, ſup- 


poling they had no right to ſhare a communica- 


tion which appeared an important ſecret. . n 
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the ladies were withdrawn, Mr. Worthy reſum- 
ed his entreaty, ,** do not think me impertinent- 
ly officious, Mr. Thompſon, do juſtice to my 
heart, and be afſured, if the remedy for Lord 
Stormer's diſtreſs is within my, power, I will ſerye 
him without ever acquainting him how I became 
' maſter of his ſecrets.” ** Your ſolicitat ions, my 
good Mr. Worthy, ſaid Mr. "Thompſon, are not 
to be reſiſted, thus much 1 will confeſs to you, 
and convince, you your friendly anxiety can be 
of no uſe at preſent. Lord Stormer then is fer- 
vently attached to a very amiable woman, for 
ſome time he was blind to the danger of con- 
ſtantly converſing with a charming object with- 
out being enamoured ; but his eyes are now 
open to the ſtate of his heart; his ſlender in- 
come precludes all poſſibility of addrefling her, 
and he finds it neceſſary to move about, do tra- 
vel, and not by remaining too long in one place, 
have leiſure to think on an object that never 
can be any thing to him.” „ Do nat let your 
confidence be a partial one, ſaid Mr. Worthy, 
who is this amiable woman, do I know ber?“ 
„Pardon me, fir, replied Mr. Thompſon, that 
is a ſecret of two delicate a nature for me to re- 
veal, I have only convinced you no new , pecu- 
niary difficulties affect Lord Stormer, and that 
to cure a wounded heart requires other helps 
than the hand of friendſhip; time, and a diver- 
fity of objects. Well, „, ſaid Mr. Worthy, 
I honor your motives for ſecreſy, and have on'y 
one more favor to requeſt, that you will do me 
the honor of calling here in the evening, with- 
out ſaying.a word to Lord Stormer on the ſub- 
jec of what has paſſed, this morning between us 
I may at leaſt give him a few letters, which, 
if he perſiſts in going to-morrow, may be of ſer- 
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vice to him.” Mr. Thompſon promiſed to at- 
tend him, and then departed, occupied, with 
various conjectures teſpecting Mr. Worthy ; 
«cif he did penetrate into the ſecret, thought 
he, tis plain bi friendſhip will not extend ſo far 
as to give his daughter, nor indeed could it be 
expected.“ On his return he found Lord 
Stormer a prey to deep melancholy, which, when 
his friend entered the room, he ſtrove to ſhake 
olf, and rifing haſtily, well, Thompſon, ſaid | 
| ke, with a half Tmile, did I not come away in 
good. time? it was but a half victory over myſelf 
neither, for the kindneſs of the family almoſt 
overpowered my reſolution.” We will not 
dwell on the ſubject as you are determined to 
perſevere, anſwered the other, but have you 
heard any thing of Sir William ? no, replied his 
lordſhip, and as he knows 'tis my intention to 
leave Bruſſels to-morrow, J muſt think his ab» ; 
ſence to day particularly unkind. + apes 
The day was paſſed in making preparations 
for his departure, and Lord Stormer ſettled his 
route with Mr. Thomp! on that he might enjoy 
his correſpondence. In the evening, "he 10 
he had two or three viſits of ceremony to make, 
and ſhould return to ſupper, as Mr. Thompſon 
declined going with him, who immediately, 
that his lordſhip was going out, prepared to at- 
tend Mr. Worthy : ar che door, as they were on 
the Point of ſeperating;, a ſervant of that gentle- 
man's came up and delivered a card to Lord 


Stormer, containing only theſe words. Mr. 
Worthy requeſts the immediate preſence of Lord 
Stormer and Mr. | Thompſon on buſineſs of the 
higheſt importance.” Lord Normer looked at 
"his friend with aſtoniſhment 3 ce What can this 
mean! ? {aid he; buſineſs of importance l we mu? 
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go, however painful to my feelings again to en- 
ter the houſe.” Mr. Thompſon ma no reply 
but followed him, and on their entrance, they 
were ſheyn into the ſaloon where Mr. Worthy, 
his lady n ſat. Mr. Worthy, roſe, 
and taking Lord Stormer's hand, I have now. 
caugbt the fügutive, cried he, ſmiling, and let 
me. tell, you, you will find it difficult to eſcape | 
me, for I deſign making you a priſoner for life: 
what ſay yoy,, madam, turning to. his, lady, 
haye I. your, conſent. to put fetters on him?“ 
„ With all my heart, anſwered Mrs. Worthy, 
gaily, he deſerves them for his intentions of 
running away from us.“ ** You. ſee, fir, faid 
Mr. Worthy to his lordſhip, your very beſt 
friend is againſt you, let us hear what this young 
lady ſays on the ſubject, leading the aſtoniſhed 
any almoſt inanimate Lord Stormer up to Miſs - 
Worthy, now Eliza, you are to give your vote, 
have you conſidered the matter, are you willing 
to retain this captive for life ?*? Miſs Worthy, in- 
expreſſihly confuſed, with trembling heſitation, 
replied, <* your pleaſure, fir, ſhall be mine.” 
© Take him, then, ſaid he, joining their hands, 
take him your, priſoner, puniſh him for his in- 
tended deſertion, by making him a ſubmiſſive 
huſband, and let me embrace a ſon in the man 
I have eſteemed as a friend,” He then claſped 
his arms round Lord Stormer, who unable to 
ſpeak, returned it with fervor, and then threw 
himſelf at the feet of Miſs Worthy, who had . 
burſt into tears, and was leaning her head 
againſt her mother's ſhoulder. ** Tell me for 
Heaven-ſake, cried he, kithng her hand, am 
not in a dream, oh! Mr. Worthy, what have 
you done?“ ? Done, replied he, why, I have J 
joined two hands together that ſuffered their, 
| | hearts 
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hearts to unite, noi g for my 22 
I have obliged, ng will, a pr 10 roman- 
tiè man, who in ended ſup pofing 
the little . e on 55 mone Se 
permitted to 1 7 between him and Ba pineſs, 
when they bad the power of beſtowing i Nane 
come, riſe and Ret the'congatblat ons'of ur 
frietids with the ſenfibility of a lan, cont 
he is not 'unwerthy the completion of iis 1 tech 
% That is an nete fit, ſaid Lord Stor-" 
met," cannot find words to exprels my feelings, 
but 1 know myſelf” undeſerving the happiticſs 3 
you have bid me lock up to; yet I can trul 
that I: nevet᷑ regretted my follies and lofs o 
tune ſo truly as at this moment“. not a hc 
more of Riz ot regrets, interrupted Mr. Wor- 
thy, to be ſenſible of our errors, and to amend 
them, deſerves they ſhould be forgotten; and 
had you poſſeſſed your Whole fortune in all pro- 
 bability we ſnould never have met, and the hard 
leſſon of ſelf· denial had never proved yout vir- 
tue. Be thankful then, my good friend, that 
the puniſhment'of your faults has been the means 
of conducting you into the paths of happineſs. 
You have it amply in yout power to repay every 
act of friendſhip on my fide by making my child 
happy, and accepting from mie that independent 
fortune, which, without you, could never have 
made Her ſo.” Lord Stormer, overcome by ſuch 
unbounded generoſity, could not repreſs his ſen- 
ſtbilit y ; “ excuſe me, fir, for a moment, was 
all he ſaid, and flew out of the room; Miſs 
Worthy, equally affected, withdrew, with her 
mother and ſiſter, leaving Mr. Worthy and Mr. 
Thompſon alone. Well my good friend, 
ſaid the former, do yeu ' repent the half confi- 
dence „ me? have I not ſer ved the 
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young, folks a good trick for being, ſo, tenacious 
of. a ſecret every child might have fead' in their 
eyes? To be ſerious, ſaid he, I haye for ſome 
time oblerved a. mutual inclination - between 
them which I, never defired to repreſs; though 
underſtood at firſt Lord- Stormer's fortune was 
much deranged, but thoſe things are ſo common 
in young, men till experience has taught them 
wiſdom, that I concluded, if he was a, man of 
honor;. of integrity, and real principle, the 
ſenſe of his wiſcondugk would be a ſurety, for his 
future good behaviour. Things were in this 
train when Mrs. Rivers came to my houſe; her 
name occaſioned great emotions in Sir William 
Beaumont and his lordſhip, they requeſted: their 
names, might not: be mentioned. My daughter, 
who felt herſelf intereſted, could not ſuppreſs her 
curioſity, and ſpoke to her mother about both in 
preſence of Mrs. Rivers; her confuſion was vi- 
ſible, and Eliza immediately aſked: if ſhe knew 
the gentlemen ? with a flood of tears ſhe repeat- 
ed her daughter's ſtory, but with ſuch aggrava- 
tions againſt Sir William as ſhocked both ladies : 
ſhe repreſented» both as notorious Funde, 
who, having been linked with a ſet of villains, 
had been detected in falſe play and - obliged to 
quit theit country, that ſhe was convinced they 
were here for ſome bad purpoſe, perhaps to mar- 
ry ſome lady of fortune and then ſet off with her 
money, her tale was ſo plauſible and accompanied 
with ſuch marks of bitter ſorrow, that poor Eliza 
was inexprefſibly ſnocked, I was made acquaint- 
ed with it, and much enraged, determined to 
affront them Mrs. Rivers wiſhed not to be pre- 
ſent but it happened accidentally ſhe was ſo, and 
J had not command enough over myſelf to avoid 
ſhewing my diſpleaſure, for I ſaw what Eliza 

ſuffered 
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ſuffered, and was, the more enraged—you know 
the reſt, and 1 conſeſs I was greatly rejoiced to 
reſtore Lord Stormer to my eſteem. I he ſecret 
I drew from you del my good opinion of 
t when you left me I made Mrs. Worthy, 
ith a ſort of female roundabout, obtain the know- 
ledge of her daughter's affection for Lord Stor- 
mer, I then contrived to ſurpriſe them both, for 
not a word was ſaid to Eliza on the ſubject in- 
tended; and now, my good friend, you ſee 
there are times when ſecrets and concealments 
may do more injury than good.“ In this 
caſe, fir, I own it would have been ſo, ſaid Mr. 
Thompſon, but you will alſo allow I was juſtified | 
by the common maxims of the world, for who 
but Mr. Worthy would give a charming ac- 
compliſhed daughter with a princely fortune to 
an indigent man of quality?“ „ What not to 
make himſelf father-in-law to a Peer? cried Mr. 
Worthy, ſmiling, but come let us find your friend 
and compoſe his {pirits—apropos | what is become 
of Sir William?“ „ I have not ſeen him ſince 
mornifig, replied Mr. Thompſon, he ſpends 
moſt of his time now with the Italian noblemen.” 
«© So much the worſe, ſaid Mr. Worthy, for 
they are very licentious young men.” fear, 
returned Mr. Thompſon, a diſappoin ment of 
the heart has thrown him into a fituation replete 
with many evils; I will not ſcruple to tell you, 
he was paſhonately fond of Miſs Marianne, but 
being informed ſhe was engaged, he has fled to 
gay company as a recourſe from melancholy, and 
ſeems already ſo much attached to his companions 
that I tremble tor the conſequence.” I am ex- 
tremely forry to hear it, replied Mr. Worthy, 
Marianne is, indeed, engaged to a very worthy 
braveofficer, whoſe return we daily expect, REN 
. * Inne 4 c 


1 


ERRORS OF EDUCATION» 145 


the not, I ſhould not chuſe to give her to one who 
proves he has no fixed principles, or the fate of 
the unfortunate Miſs Rivers would have made 
ſuch an impreſſion as to have regulated his future 
conduct by the rules of honor and diſcretion.” 
J once hoped it had done fo, ſaid Mr. Thomp- 
. ſon, but he has ſuch inſtability and impetuoſity 
in his diſpoſition, at the ſame time, generous 
and unſuſpecting, that he is too open to the ar- 
tifices of mankind, who flatter his foibles, and 
too reſerved to his friends who have his real in- 
tereſt at heart..“ Such is too, often the caſe 
with headſtrong youth, anſwered Mr. Worthy, 
whoſe paſſions have not been checked and guided 
right at an early period of life. But endeavor, 
if poſſible, to draw him from theſe young men. 
Mrs. Rivers, added he, is ſet off this day for 
Aix, without any appearance of compunction 
or remorſe; I added a trifle to Sir William's pre- 
ſent, ſo that her purſe is pretty well repleniſhed, 
and 1 fear, whilſt that is the caſe, ſhe will be 
thoughtleſs as much as ever,” 

Lord Stormer entered the room as his friends 
were going to ſeek him, he was now more com- 
poſed: and was about addrefling Mr. Worthy, 
when he interrupted him, “ come, come, no 
long ſpeeches, I know all you have to ſay, you 
think me a,conjuror, no doubt, for finding out 
ſuch a freſcund ſecret, but no matter if I can 
conjure you into happineſs, that's all you have 
to do with it 5 at preſent yau may take leave on 
parole of honor, that you return in the morning, 
when you ſhall, be at liberty to ſay all the fine 
things you pleaſe to my daughter.” What then, 
cried. Lord Stormer, will you not petmit me to 
ee; Miſs Worthy again to night?“ No, indeed 
J will not, the poor girl's ſpirits have been ſuffi- 
Vor. II. II ciently 
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ciently hurried, for be had her ſeerets too, ſaid 
Mr. Worthy, ſmiling, and requires time to be 
compoſed, therefore, my good friend, obſerve 
your parole and return to-morrow ; go, added 
he, giving him a gentle puſh, you ſhall not ſpeak 
another word.” | | Sep 
Lord Stormer and Mr. 'Thompſon quitted the 
- houfe without any reply, only a low bow, and a 
look from the former, expreſſive of every feeling 
of his heart. What a happy event ſaid he 
to his friend, I can hardly believe my ſenſes, be- 
loved by Miſs Worthy, and acknowledged as his 
ſon by her father, I am bleſſed to the utmoſt ex- 
tent of my wiſhes; and yet, there muſt ever be 
a drawback on human felicity. 1 cannot recol- 
lea, without infinite pain, thoſe large ſums loft 
at the gaming table, and ſquandered on a worth- 
leſs woman, which, had I poſſeſſed, would have 
rendered me more worthy my preſent delightful 
proſpects. T Let that remembrance, replied 
Mr. Thompſon, no otherways affect you than 
as a Pharaos to preſerve you' from future error. 
Mr. Worthy and his amiable daughter are above 
being influenced by ſuch paltry confiderations. 
I rejoice in the happineſs that awaits you, though 
I fear Sir William has not fortitude enough to 
bear his own diſappointment, and the completion 
of your wiſhes.” “ Would to Heaven, ſaid Lord 
Stormer, that I could reſtore him to himſelf, and 
detach him from thoſe purſuits which muſt end 
in diſgrace and ruin if not timely prevented.” 
They were now arrived home, but Sir William 
was not there, nor did they fee him until the 
next morning when they purpoſely waited break- 
faſt for him. He came into the room at a very 
late hour, and appeared ſurpriſed at ſeeing Lord 
Stormer; * ah ! ſaid he, Lord Stormer! why, I 
| | | ſoppoſed 
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ſuppoſed you had been ſeveral miles off by this 
time.” I hope, replied his lordſhip, you did not 
expect any ſuch thing, for I muſt certainly com- 
plain of your negle& of common politeneſs if 
you really believed I ſhould leave Bruſſels this 
morning.” Well then, anſwered he eareleſsly 
I] was miſmformed, for I underſtood ſo from Mr. 
Thompſon; adding, unconſcious of the reproach 
implied in 1.ord Stormer's words, but I thought 
you would not fommon ſufficient reſolution to 
forego the fight of Miſs Worthy ; however, I 
fear we ſhall both wear the willow, for an Italian 
nobleman, a friend of the Marquis Mareſcotti, 
is, 1 fear, deeply enamoured of her, and thinks 
of applying to her father.” Then his application 
will be too late, ſaid Mr. Thompſon, coldly, for 
the young lady, to my knowledge, is engaged.” 
<< Engaged, replied Sir William, in a tone of 
ſurpriſe, to whom, pray, is ſhe engaged?” To your 
friend, Lord Stormer, anſwered Mr. Thompſon. 
To Lord Stormer'! is it poſſible, cried he. Yes, 
my dear Sir William, Jam, indeed, happy be- 
yond ny deſerts or expectations, I have Mr. 
Worthy*s ſanction to addreſs his lovely daughter; 
and am emboldened to hope I may ſuceeed, ſaid 
Lord Stormer. And pray, returned the other in 
a ſneering tone, what is become of thoſe fine 
heroic ſentiments you uttered other day, when 
honor and ſentiment would not permit you to 
offer a bankrupt to Miſs Worthy, nor pride ſuffet 
you to owe the re- eſtabliſnment of your fortune 
to a wife ?” My ſentiments remain unchanged, 
Sir William, replied Lord Stormer, although 
ciroumſtances have altered. my firſt intentions. 
never did preſume to addreſs the lady; your 
friend, Mr. Thompſon, will inform you of the 
unexpected generoſity of Mr., Worthy, which I 

H 2 muſt 
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muſt have been more or leſs than man to have 
refuſed, though conſcious un worthineſs will re- 
preſs and cauſe ſome abatement in that perfect 
felicity I muſt otherwiſe feel.” | 
| He then roſe and left the room, whilſt Mr. 
. Thompſon repeated to the aſtoniſhed Baronet the 
-ſcenes of the preceding day: when he had 
faniſhed his narration, the other ſat ſome time 
ſilent, at laſt, I wiſhhim joy of his good fortune, 
ſaid he, coldly, though diſintereſted as Mr. 
Worthy may appear to be, there is a poſhbility, 
the propoſals of the Italian Count may ſtagger 
his reſolutions and the young lady's conſtancy.“ 
«« Mr. Worthy is a man of honor, replied Mr. 
Thompſon, with ſome aſperity, he neither takes 
up a reſolution lightly, nor foregoes it when he 
has made it. A man of ſenſe and ſtability, fir, 
is above ſacrificing his opinion to the allurements 
of the world, or give up worthy tried friends for 
new connections.“ This was ſpoken with an 
emphaſis that could not paſs unnoticed, and Sir 
William haughtily replied, “ Mr. Thompſon, no 
doubt, will find his account in attaching himſelf 
to ſuch wonderful characters.“ Lou treat me 
ill, ſir, ſaid Mr. Thompſon, you are no ſtranger 
to my friendſhip for you, and earneſt deſire to 
fulfil the duties I think incumbent in my ſitua- 
tion. I am much older than yourſelf, I have ex- 
perienced ſuch, misfortunes as are the ſchool of 
wiſdom. You are almoſt new to the world, and 
with a generofity of diſpoſition which leaves you 
too open to the deceits of mankind. | 
When I promiſed Lady Beaumont to accom- 
pany her beloved ſon, it was in the hope of being 
thought deſerving your friendſhip, of * 
| PR 1 th. mitted 
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mitted freely to warn you of the rocks and quick- 

ſands young men of faſhion are apt to ſtumble on 
when they firſt go abroad; and carefully to watch 
over your health. The latter, I thank Heaven, 
is now re-eſtabliſhed, how long you may preſerve 

it from the effects of ſuch irregularities is not to 
be ſaid: But I will not live to be conſidered as 
an intruder, or %, as you unkindly called me, 
I wiſh to aſſure you I am your true friend, and 
if you ceaſe to think of me in that light, tis 
time we ſhould part.“ It is, indeed, replied Sir 
William, riſing, for I certainly will be maſter of 
my own actions, and at liberty to chuſe my own 
acquaintance Friendſhip, when extended to 
give advice unaſked, is, in my opinion officiduſ- 
neſs.” He then quitted the room, leaving Mr. 
Thompſon extremely concerned and mortified. 
He remained ſome time buried in thought, when 
Lord Stormer came into the room dreſſed for his 
viſit to Miſs Worthy, he could not avoid repeat- 
ing to his lordſhip what had paſſed between Sir 
William and him, and declared his intention of 
writing immediately to Lady Beaumont. 

Lord Stormer felt fincere concern for Sir Wil- 
liam, © we muſt not give him up, ſaid he, I 
will ſtill endeavor to. gain his confidence, and, 
if poſſible, wean him from his companions.” 
Mr. Thompſon excuſed himſelf from attending 
his lordſhip to Mr. Worthy's, that he might 
write toMr. Thornhill and Lady Beaumont. Lord 
Stormer flew to the houſe under much agitation, 
to be permitted to addreſs Miſs Worthy, was 
happineſs ſo exquiſite, he could ſcarcely believe 
his ſenſes, and when received by Mr. Worthy 
and introduced to his daughter, his emotions for 
ſome time deprived him of the power to acknow- 

ledge 
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ledge his ſenfe of her condeſcenfion in his favor. 
Miſs Worthy, ſuperior to the little vanity of en- 
joying his confuſion, as ſoon as ſhe could reco- 
ver herſelf. received him with that modeſt appro- 
bation a young woman of delicacy may be 
allowed to beſtow on the man her father recom- 
mends; and he had reaſon to believe that 
recommendation was not an unwelcome one. 
Mr. and Mrs. Worthy ſoon joined them, the 
former ſaid, in leſs than a month he expected 
his ſon and Colonel Sternheim, and then, added 
he, I hope to get rid of all my cares at once, by 
throwing my girls and my money into the hands 
of a couple of worthy fellows. But come, . 
mer, walk along with me, a ſhort 7ete-a tete 1 
ſufficient to explain the ſentiments of the heart, 
and I want to have a little ſerious talk with you 
myſelf. Lord Stormer followed him rather re- 
luctantly, but, however, thought it his duty to 
obey, and with a low bow, and looks more ex- 
preflive than words, to his charming miſtreſs, 
he quitted the room ; and attended Mr. Worthy 
into his ſtudy. As to your affairs, my lord, ſaid 
he, on entering, you will make out, at your 
leiſure, an exact account of them, and every 
thing ſhall be made eafy, for I have money 
enough, but you muſt pay, what, perhaps, you 
will think, a high price for this little accommo- 
dation; no leſs than a promiſe of ſpending, at 
leaſt, fx months every other year with Mrs. 
Worthy and myfelf during our lives, and that 
you will not carry my daughter to England 'till 
next ſpring.” Do you call this paying a high 
price for your bounty, my dear Mr. Worthy 


be aſſured every thing that contributes to your 
1 878 happineſs 


— 
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Happineſs muſt enſure mine, and that the days I. 
thall paſs with you Lfhall think the happieſt of my 
life ; to poſſeſs your beloved daughter and to live, 
with her in the boſom of her reſpectable family 
3s the higheſt felicity, I have any idea of.” „Well 
then, ſaid” the other that affair is ſettled, and 
now I want to know a little more of your friend 
Thompſon, he appears a very deſerving man, 
but 1 fear he is not an independent one.” No, 
replied Lord, Stormer, but with your leave, he 
ſhall be ſo; when I am enabled to ſettle ſome- 
thing on him.” But you ſhall have no ſuch 
leave, other people, fir, PAY. wiſh to ſerve a 
worthy, man as well as yourſelf, ſo pray let me, 
hear all about him.“ His lordſhip then repeated 
all the particulars which he had heard from Sir 
William, and his fentiments and behavior which 
had fell within his own knowledge. I think, 
ſaid Mr. Worthy, if hexwould Ike to refide in 
Bruſſels, I could ſerve him in 3 way which to a 
man, of his ſpirit would be ek able to an obli- 
gation. of any Fur ſettlement, which ne- 
verthelels he ſhall have ut my other propoſal does 
not meet his approbation.” He then deſired to. 
ſee Mr. Thames in, the evening, and telling 
Lord Stormer he ſhould expect him to dinner, 
bid him Ne take a walk to procure an ap- 
petite, which too much love would ſpoil without 
a ſmall abſence. Lotd Stormer felt too happy 
to go into public walks, or join in frivolous con- 
verſation; he returned, therefore, in ſearch of 
Mr. Thompſon, to whom he communicated his 
delightful proſpects, and Mr. Worthy's requeſt, 
that he would join their party in the evening. 
Sir William, mean time, repaired to his Italian 
friends, extremely mortified at Lord Stormer's 
ſucceſs, 


| 
ö 
| 
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ſucceſs, and much diſpleaſed with the other's im- 
pertinence as he called it. Having repeated to 
them his morning intelligence, the Italian no- 
bleman, who thought of paying his addreſſes to 
Miſs Worthy, was much enraged at his diſap- 
pointment, for, in truth, though the lady was 
very amiable, and exceedingly admired, yet her 
charms were only a ſecondary conſideration with 
him, the immenſe wealth her father poſſeſſed, 
and a proſpeQ of at leaſt fifty or fixty thouſand 


. pounds, was his chief inducement. Curſe 


that inſipid fellow, cried he, to rob me of my 
prize, and that romantic fellow, her father, to 
beſtow her on a beggarly lord | is there no way 
to prevent the match ?” I believe not, replied 
Sir William, Thompſon told me there was an 
actual engagement, and I ſuſpe& be had no 


| ſmall ſhare in bringing it about.“ «© Then my 


revenge ſhall fall on him, I owe the fellow a 
grudge for his impertinence to you, therefore let 
him look ſharp to himſelf.” Theſe gentlemen all 
then adjourned to the houſe of a celebrated lady, 
where wine and women, for a time, turned the 
current of their ideas another way. 3 

When Mr. Thompſon arrived in the evening 
at Mr. Worthy's, that gentleman took him into 
his ſtudy. „ You will pardon the liberty I am 
about to take Mr. Thompſon, but I wiſh to be 


informed if you have any particular connections 


in England, or whether it would be agreeable 


to you to reſide in Bruſſels, if circumſtances 
could make it commodious and profitable to you?“ 


„ Your attention to me, fir, does me great 
honor, replied Mr. Thompſon, I have one noble 


good friend in England; but I have no family 


connections, 
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connections, and am at liberty to reſide where I 
caſe ; for I believe, my engagement with Sir 
illiam Beaumont is at an end.“ Then, fir, 
I will venture to make you a propoſal—the Eng- 
liſh miniſter is m want of a ſecretary, it was 
mentioned to me yeſterday by himſelf, that his 
ſecretary had died that morning, I inſtantly 
thought of you, he has no objection to any gen- 
tleman of character who is converſant in the 
languages; 1 aſked him if he had any particular 
engagement, he told me no, I then requeſted. 
Him to wait a day or two, which he kindly 
promiſed. | 

Yeſterday we were all too buſy, beſides, I 
wiſhed to know of Lord Stormer your preſent 
proſpects; finding you are at liberty, I am ſure 
of obtaining this employment for you if you ap- 
prove of it. The falary is worth about five 
hundred pounds a year, Engliſh money, and 
there are ſome other little advantages; you will 
live free of all expence in the miniſter's houſe, 
and you will find him a ſenſible, worthy, good 
man. Now, fir, what ſay you to my propoſal ?”” 
% That I accept it, my dear ſir, with the warm- 
eſt Fa and believe me, that it will be no 
ſmall addition to my happineſs that I ſhall be in- 
debted to you for it.“ Well then, to-morrow at 
ten o'clock I will accompany you to the gover- 
nor's, and now we'll join our friends and the 
lovers.” | . 

The next morning Mr. Thompſon was intro- 
duced by Mr. Worthy to the miniſter, who was 
extremely fatisfied with him, and ordered the 
appointment to be immediately made ou and 
requeſted his reſidence with him within a day or 
two. When Mr. Thompſon returned and had 
N H 5 received 
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received the congratulations of Lord Stormer, 

he determined to wait the riſing of Sir William, 
who ſeldom now came from his apartment till 
noon, and having parted with him the day be- 
tore in high diſpleaſure, he imagined would be 
diſpoſed to treat him very cavaliecly. On his 
entrance into the room, he bowed coolly to 
Mr. Thompſon, which the other returned, and 
finding he was not diſpoſed to ſpeak firſt, thus 
addreſſed him. I am very much concerned, 
Sir William, to find I have given you any cauſe 
for diſpleaſure, though I cannot accuſe myſelf of 
deſerving it. ] have endeavored to do my duty, 
to ſpeak to you on your preſent purſuits as became 
a friend and a gentleman ; I never conſidered 
poverty as a reproach, nor that being confined 
in my circumſtances ſhould preclude me from 
declaring my ſentiments. In me you have found 
a real friend, zealous for your honor and happi- 
neſs.” << J never endeayored to leſſen your 
merits, fir, replied the Baronet, but zeal miſ- 
"placed is oftentimes officious and troubleſome, as 
I have ſaid before.” «© Wel, fr, returned Mr. 
Thompſon, this will be the laſt time I ſhall incur 
that i reproach 3 ſuffer me then, my dear Sir 
William, to beg to entreat, you will. conſider 
what you owe to your own honor, and to the hap- 
pinefs of your amiable mother. When firſt you 
came here you was reſpected and eſteemed by 
every worthy character; a ſmall diſappointment; 
more in imagination than reality, induced you 
to ſeek, what you called, cheerful company; 
behald the conſequence, you are engaged in riots 
and debauchery, your income will not be ſuffici- 
ent to ſupply your extravagancies, you have alrea- 
dy forfeited the eſteem or good men, you will 
ö | ſhortly 


\ 
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ſhottly be deſpiſed by all, and deſerted by the“ 
companions of your riots. Conſider what | you 
muſt loſe, and how very little: you have to gain, 
the trifling approbation of men who are in no 
eſtimation, and the riſk of endangering your 
health as well as your principles.” Well fir, ſaid 
Sir William, is this laſt ſermon of youtr's yet 
finiſned? Yes, fir, replied Mr. Thompſon, tiſing 
| I have done, I wiſh you all happineſs, this day [ 
leave you; I am appointed ſecretary to the Eng- 
liſh miniſter, and [ hope, in a ſhort time, ſhall 
repay Lady Beaumont my pecuniary obligations, 
which, as I was not permitted to deſerve, I cer- 
tainly ſhall not retain. And if, on any future 
occaſion, my ſituation or friendſhip can be of 
real ſervice to you, you may always command it, 
though unaſted, I never ſhall approach you more.“ 
Saying this, with a low bow, he quitted the 
room, leaving Sir William in the higheſt aſto- 
niſhment poſſible, to hear of ſuch an appoint- 
ment, and to find he was independent of him. 
He walked about the room in the greateſt agita- 
tion—<©this- is Stormer's doings, through the 
intereſt of Mr. Worthy, and out of ſpite to me; 
how inſolent he carried it ! ſecretary ! the devil, 
I would give a hundred pounds to have him dii- 
appointed—but now I talk of a hundred pounds 
I muſt write to my mother for money, my own 
allowance is gone ; perhaps that fellow will be re- 
vengeful enough to write and ſet her againſt me, 
but if | find he does, by H n Mr. Secretary 
ſhall have your tongue fie” Mr. Thompſon was 
as much hurt as Sir William, but it was from 
perceiving he had entirely loſt all influence with 

him, yet he determined ſecretly to watch his mo- 
tions and ſerve him if he ever ſhould want a 
triend. 


- * : 
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friend. He Wess now happily ſettled, Lord Stor- 
: mer ſpent all his time between him and Miſs 


_ Worthy, and was impatiently longing for the 
- arrival of Captain Worthy and his friend, to 
make his happineſs complete; we muſt now 
leave them and Sir William, purſuing different 
amuſements, and enjoying very different gratifi- 
cations in Bruſſels, whilſt we return to Lady 
Beaumont and Miſs Maybank.—— 
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THE GOOD EFFECTS OF FIRMNESS, Accen- 
PANIED WITH ,GENTLENESS» 


ADV Beaumont and her niece arrived ſafe 
throw their journey to Lochbar Caſtle'; the 21 
good old ſteward, who had been hourly expecting 
them, was on the look out, and no ſooner ſaw 1 
the carriage at the gate than he flew- to meet it: 
he melted into tears at fight of Miſs Maybank, 
nor was ſhe unmoved, many tender emotions 
-aroſe on entering thoſe gates where ſhe once re- 
ſided with her beloved mother. Welcome m 
dear young lady, a thouſand times welcome - fat 
the affectionate old man, thank Heaven you are 
come to ſettle all our differences, tho“ very un- 


expected I believe, but by me. He then you F 


Tos. 
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his reſpects to Lady Beaumont, and conducted 
the ladies into the houſe, without any previous 
notice given to Mrs. Nelſon, whoſe apartment 
being in the garden front, ſhe knew nothing of 
their arrival. Entering the dining parlour, Miſs 
Maybank rung the bell with an air of authority, 
a man J{cavant, who was a ſtranger to her, en- 
tered with an air of. ſurpriſe at ſeeing ladies; 
let Mrs. Nelſon know, Miſs Maybank, your- 
late lord's daughter, is here, and bid the houſe- 
keeper come to me. The man, all aftoniſh- 
ment, repeated:the word, houſe-keeper ! adding, 
cc we have no houſe-keeper but Mrs. Nelſon, 
madam ;”* Well then, inform her I am here, 
and bid the houſe-maids attend me. The man 
bowed and. withdrew. Ah, madam, cried the 
ſteward, you will find all new faces here except 
the cook. Mrs. Nelſon has not, ſurely, pre- 
ſumed to diſcharge any of my ſervants,” ſaid Miſs- 
Maybank, no, madam, replied he, they were 
all changed in my lord's lffe-time, when he 
brought home Mrs. Nelſon to be our miſtreſs. 
They heard now a great confuſion in the houſe, 
opening and ſhutting doors, and no one made 
their appearance. Miſs May bank then requeſted 
the ſte ward to go tot he ſervants and announce her 
arrival, and alſo to order ſome reireſnment. He 
preſently returned with the cook and two houſe- 
maids, the former acknowledged her miſtreſs 
with great joy, and the others received her 
orders to prepare the two beſt apartments 
with ſubmiſſion, though with evident marks of 
wonder. Whilſt the ladies were taking ſome re- 
freſnment the man ſervant returned with 44 Mrs. 
Nelſon's compliments, that ſhe deſired to be 
excuſed \:cing Miſs Maybank, but ſhe had no 
objection to th ladies fleeping in the houſe for 
that night, but Miſs Maybank muſt know the 
caltle belonged to ber; and that her attorney 2 

ettle 


p 
* 
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ſettle matters with her, but ſhe muſt requeſt her 
removal the next day, as ſhe was not well, and 
could ſee no company.” | 

This inſolent — * threw the ladies into 
ſome confuſion, and made the old ſteward ſtamp 
with paſſion, „give me orders, my dear young 
madam, and I will go up and force her door 
open and turn her out of the houſe, be the con- 
ſequence what it may,” ſaid he; no, returned 
Miſs Maybank, I will have no violence uſed to- 
wards her, my father thought fit to make her 
the miſtreſs. of his ſervants, and ſhe ſhatl receive 
no ill treatment from me.” ** You are right 
my love, faid Lady Beaumont, reſpect your 
father's memory, and avoid coming to extre- 
mities, if poſſible.” After a few moments con- 
fideration, ſhe afked where the (gardener now 
lived, ata pretty little houſe, about a mile from: 
the caſtle, anſwered the ſteward, *© well then, 
replied Miſs Maybank, you ſhall accompany me 
there, if, you, madam, will have the goodneſs 
to remain here alone till my return,” * with 
all my heart, replied Lady Beaumont, tis ne- 
eeſſary we ſhould. keep paſſeſſion now we are 
here.” Miſs Maybank then proceeded, accom- 
panied by the ftewagd, and very quickly arrived: 
at the houſes they knocked at the door which 
was immediately opened by the man himſelf, 
who ſtarted, turned pale as death, and was ready 
to ſink at ſeeing his young miſtreis. © How do 


you do, Robert, ſaid ſhe, walking in, without 


appearing to notice his diſtreſs, or waiting fot an 
invitation, you MER a comfortable habita- 
tion, I am glad my father conſidered his old 


ſer vants in his life-time.” Ves, yes—my lady, 
ſtammered he, my lord was very good to me.“ 

Well, Robert, ſaid ſhe, fitting down, 1 am oome 
to have a little converſation with you, you did 
„1. no; 
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not expect to ſee me, I ſuppoſe ? « no, madam, 
replied the man in great confuſion, we heard 
your ladyſhip was going to be married.” Do 
not be uneaſy, Robert, returned Miſs Maybank, 
I am not diſpoſed to be angry at any occurrences 
that have happened, my father had a right to do 
what he pleaſed, and you will find in me a friend 
ready'to promote the intereſt of your family if 
they deſerve it; and I am ſure, my old friend, 
you have too much reſpeQ for your late maſter, 
and too much ſenſe of gratitude to the memory 
of your late ever honored miſtreſs, to return their 
kindneſs by ingratitude, or wrong their only 
child.” ; 

This mildnefs was what the man was entirely 
unprepared for, he could not ſtand it, but turned 
aſide his head and burſt into tears. Don't 
weep, Robert, reſumed the young lady, I can 
make great allowances, your daughter has, for 
ſome time, been miſtreſs of the caſtle, tis na- 
tural ſhe ſhould wiſh to remain ſo, the means ſhe 
has made uſe of were wrong, that's all I blame 
her for. She knows—you know—my father 
made no ſettlement on ber, or proviſion for any 
Future event. He died without a will, the declared 
on his death bed, before geſpectable witneſſes, 
that he made no ſettlement on Mrs. Nelſon, but he 
alſo ſaid it was his intention todoit, and named 
the ſum defigned for her and bert. His intention 
ſhall be religiouſly fulfilled by' me ; nay, rather 
excceded, if ſhe behaves properly. Do youthen, 
Robert, talk to your daughter, tell her what I 
ſay, perfuade her to reſign that iniquituous bond 
ſhe talks of poſſeſſing, warn her of the evil con- 
ſequences attending her refuſal, and let her be 
grateful for my tenderneſs to her fitvation, which 
"makes me prefer mild methods, rather than have 

recourſe to a court of juſtice, where her * 
8 | wou 
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would be made public, and where ſhe muſt ex- 
pect to meet the puniſhment due to forgery and 
impoſition.“ Here Miſs Maybank ftopped to 
obſerve the emotions of Robert, he turned pale 
and red alternately, twiſted his neck a hundred 
ways, but at laſt, overcome with terror at the 
mention of a court of juſtice, he dropped at her, 
feet, and in a ſupplicating attitude. ** Pardon 
me, madam ; promiſe to pardon me and my un- 
happy child and 1 will tell you all!“ . do promiſe 
you, anſwered ſhe, not only pardon, but pro- 
tection; I will be a friend to you and yours.” 
er Well then, madam, *twas Lawyer Macoally 
that perſuaded her to have that bond and deed, 
he drew it up and promiſed to ſwear he did it by 
my lord's order, and in his life-time; I never 
was very well ſatisfied, but he ſaid he knew it 
was my lord's intention, and beſides, that it was 
but reaſonable he ſhould provide for his own 
child, and fo I conſented to ſet my hand as a 
witneſs, and the lawyer got another man, I don't 
know who, to do the ſame.” „ And who has 
theſe papers?“ aſked Miſs Maybank, „my 
daughter has a copy, but the lawyer keeps the 
deeds.” Well, Robert, go to your daughter, 
let her know the information you have given me, 
and that I atually have a deed with me to fecure 
to her the ſums my ſteward firſt mentioned to 
her, which I will give her poſſeſſion of, and do 
more for her than ſhe can have a right to expea, 
if ſhe conducts herſelf properly; if not, ſhe muſt 
take the conſequence. Saying this ſhe left the 
old man, and ordered the ſteward to go off di- 
realy to Macnally's, repeat the information they 


had gained, and to take two or three perſons _ - 


with him to frighten him into giving up the 
bond, if poſſible.—She now returned to Lady 
pgs gets Beaumont, 


162. ERRORS OF EDUCATION. 


Beaumont, who warmly applauded: her behavior,. 
and informed her, that . during herabſence the 
cook came in and told her Mrs. Nelſon had ſent 
off a man and horſe to Lawyer Macnally,. who 
was her great crony, and ſhe believedsthere was 
more between them than there ought to be.“ 
Ah! faid Miſs Maybank, then I fear we have 
but half ſucceeded if her meſſenger reaches him 
efore the ſteward. | | | 

The cook now brought in a good dinner, for 
none of the other ſervants, who were hired by. 
Mrs. Nelſon, would attend. In the mean time 
Robert.viſited his daughter, who no ſooner heard 
what had happened than ſhe flew. into a violent 
paſſion, abuſcd her father, called. him. fool and. 
dotard, but declared his teſtimony fignified no- 
thing, ſhc had other witneſſes to prove the deed,, 
and that, if he did not unſay every thing he had 


told Miſs Maybank ſhe would indite him for. per- 


Jury and Lawyer Macnally ſhould make him 
y the country, and ſtarve in a foreign land. 
This outrageous: and unnatural behavior at 
once turned the -ſcale, Robert, aſter his. fright 
was over, which drew. from him the confeſſion 
before mentioned, began a little to repent, and 
had his daughter ſoothed and perſuadgd him, 
poſſibly he might have been brought to retract, 
—5— violence determined him at once. Baſe 
pyeraictel hufſey | ſaid he, expect no more favor 
rom me, I will go to my young lady and join 
her againſt you.” He haſtened out of the room, 
and being admitted into the parlour, repeated 
what had paſſed. Robert, ſaid Miſs Maybank,. 
for your ſake Lam willing to ſpare your danghter, 
I will ſee her, conduct us to her, room without: 
a ny notice, and I truſt all things will turn out 
well.“ He acquieſced in her deſire, and Ex 
e | followed. 
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followed him ſoftly to her room whilſt the ſervants 
were at dinner when he came to the door it was 
locked, he knocked, ** open the door, Dolly, 
ſaid he, I am a little cooler and want to talk with. 
ou.“ She unlocked, and inſtantly the ladies 
entered the room before ſhe had power to cloſe 
the door; on ſeeing them ſhe ſcreamed and ran 
to the other end of the room. Don't hurry 
yourſelf Mrs. Nelſon, ſaid Miſs Maybank, 
mildly, in me you ſee a friend if 'tis not your 
own fault.“ She then repeated every thing 
ſhe had ſaid to her father, mentioned his con- 
feſſion, and added, we have now poſſeſſion of 
the caſtle; I have ordered perſons to attend and 
guard . your door, no- Lawyer Macnally ſhall 
enter this houſe. Conſider well, therefore, what 
you are about, and whether it 1s moſt for your 
intereſt to make a friend of me, or to ſupport a 
baſe claim ina court of juſtice, where, you muſt 
know, your villainy will be diſcovered, and a 
moſt dreadful puniſhment await your crimes.” 
«© Woman! added Lady Beaumont, ſternly, 
profit by the gooineſs and m αοα ,, of my 
niece, or tremble for your fate... my 
brother, on his death bed, declare he had mide 
you no ſettlement, he recommended you to the 
mercy of my niece ; ſhe will amply provide for 
you if you deſerve it by repentance, otherwiſe 
dreadful will be your fate.” = 
The unhappy, woman. was now. overcome, her 
contending emotions almoſt deprived her of life, 
and ſhe ſunk fainting into a chair. Miſs Mays 
bank haſtened to her aſſiſtance, the father burſt 
into tears; Dolly, pray dear Dolly, confeſs all.; 
O, my child will die, exclaimed he, Lady 
2 exerted herſelf to comfort him, whilſt 
Liſs Maybank was employed in recovering her; 
e b « Why 


* 
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** Why will you needlefsly terrify yourſelf, ſaid 
ſhe to her, have I not already aſſured you I will 
de your friend? Do not force me to act contrary 
to my inclination; for my father's ſake I wilk 
provide for you beyond his wiſhes, and for hig 
| fake will love and protect the object which ſhal 
owe its being to him—look up and remember alt 
here are diſpoſed to be your friends.” Ohl ma- 
dam, cried ſhe, trying to fall on her knees, 
which the young lady prevented, your goodneſs, 
your gentleneſs has conquered ; I could have 
"borne paſſion and reproaches, I ſhould have been 
hardened, but I cannot ſtand againſt your kind- 
neſs, I will confeſs all, I will deliver up the copy 
of that wicked bond, and throw myſelf on your 
mercy.” Now, ſaid Miſs Maybank, you are 
the good young woman I hoped to find you. 
You have been miſſed by wicked advice, but 
your heart ts not corrupt, you will atone for your 
paſt errors by your future behavior, and live to 
rejoice in your recovery from thoſe paths of guilt, 
which, if purſued muſt end in wretchednefs and 
deſpair— Mrs. Nelſon: now aroſe, unlocked a 
a ſmall cabinet, and with a flood of tears put the 
bond into the hands of Miſs Maybank, who re- 
. ceiving it from her, ſaid, * to-morrow you ſhall 
receive another from me, and find I will ſtrictly 
keep my word; mean time come down, reſume 
your command in the houſe, and you ſhall fee I 
will authoriſe the refpe&A you may claim from 
the ſervants.” *« Comfort your daughter, ſaid 
Lady Beaumont to her father, and depend upon 
our word to be friends to you both.“ With theſe 
words they left the room ſeeing both were in tears. 
16 cannot enough applaud your reſolution and 
gentleneſs, my dear Louiſa, ſaid Lady Beaumont, 
you have conquered, by your irreſiſtable efo- 
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quence, a pretty hardened heart, and, I believe, 
no other. method than the one you have taken 
would have ſucceeded.” A ſenſe of guilt often 
hardens a wicked mind, and reproaches which 
they naturally expect, they are callous to—if 
there is one ſpark of goodneſs, or feeling in their 
compoſition, tis taken by ſurpriſe when they 
meet a gentleneſs entirely unexpected; this ſpark 
was all I had to truſt to, for I am confident the 
ſame ſpirit which made her treat her father ill, 
would have operated againſt me, had I conde- 
ſcended to reproach or abuſe her. The event 
has juſtified your prudence, replied Lady Beau- 
mont, and we ſhall find now, I think, but little 
difficulty with the lawyer.” Indeed they met 
with none, the ſteward and two friends he took 
with him to Macnally's houſe, found him at 
home, and the ſteward very abruptly told him, 
he came to demand a bond he pretended to have 
made by the late Lord Maybank's order. That 
Miſs Maybank and Lady Beaumont were now 
at the houſe, and in poſſeſſion of the whole 
tranſaction, by the confeſſion of Mrs. Nelſon 
and her father; ** the officers of juſtice wait for 
my orders to arrive and ſeiſe you, added he, the 
young lady is willing to ſpare your fame and 

ife 3 if, therefore, you give up the bond quietly, 
you will hear no more of the affair, otherwiſe 
one of theſe ſhall go off whilſt we guard you, 
and bring the officers.” He pauſed a little, and 
and at laſt ſaid, well then I will go up and fetch 
the bond, but I drew it by Mrs. Nelſon's orders 
he then turned to leave the room, they followed 
him, he oppoſed it at firſt, but finding they were 
reſolute, he ſubmitted 3 in his room he unlocked 
a hureau, and in an inſtant tore the bond in 
pieces, the name and ſeal he abſolutely cramed 

| into 
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into his mouth, and with ſome difficulty ſwal- 

„ There, ſaid he, carry thoſe pieces to 

your miſtreſs, and now do your worſt, for the 

is neither figned nor ſealed.“ They ga- 

thered up the fragments, and highly pleaſed, 
returned to Miſs Maybank. 

Thus, in a few hours, by her activity and 
good judgment, an affair, which ſeemed to 
threaten her with much trouble, was entirely 
decided more to her wiſhes than expectations. 
She learned afterwards from Mrs. Nelſon, that 
ſhe had promiſed to fign a bond, as the very next 
day, to marry the lawyer foon as ſhe was brought 
to bed, and to appoint him guardian to her child 
if it lived. Thus the iniquitous deſign was de- 
feated, and Macnally diſappointed of his prey. 
In two or thiree days Miſs Maybank's arrival 
being known the caftle was crouded with com- 
pany, many of whom had never viſited there 
in the life-time of her father, but who eſteemed 
the charaQer of his daughter, and ſhe found 
Herſelf highly gratified in the reſpect paid to 
Lady Bean niokt and Herſelf. T had been at 
the caſtle about a week when two etters, which 
were forwarded almoſt immediately after them, 
came to hand, one was for Lady Beaumont, from 
her fon, giving her an account of the denowe- 
ment of Mrs. Rivers's finiſter defigns, of his 
difappointment as to Miſs Marianne Worthy, 
and his having formed ſome very valuable con- 
nections; mentioned Mr. Thomſon and Lord 
Stotmer but very lightly, and concluded with 
ſaying, he intended to remain ſomie time at 
Bruſſels.” This letter, though it contained no- 
thing diſpleafing, was yet not very ſatisfactory te 
Lady Beaumont, there was an air of levſty iy the 


Ryle; the little notice he took of Mr. br 
urt 
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hurt her beſides, ſhe had no great opinion of 
his judgment in the choice of his acquaintance z 
in ſhort, though ſhe could not tell where to find 
fault, ſhe was by no means ſatisfied. The other 
letter was from Sir Charles Frankly, and ad- 
dreſſed to Miſs Maybank, ſhe inſtantly recogniſed 
the hand, although ſhe had ſeen but one letter 
in the ſame characters, yet that letter had made 
an indelible impreſſion on her mind, and it was 
not without great agitation ſne peruſed the fol- 
lowing contents: 5 | 


TO THE HONORABLE MISS MAYBANK. 


* 


Deign, madam, to pardon a ſecond intruſion, 
which, had not the change of circumſtances 
given a new, and perhaps, a too flattering co- 
lour to my fate, I never would have preſumed to 
have troubled you with. The letter I had the 
honor of receiving from you, charming Miſs 
Maybankl threw me into a fit of deſpair, at 
the ſame time I adored the rectitude of thoſe 
ſentiments by which 1 was condemned to ſuffer. 
My reſpect was too 8 me to in- 
fringe your commands; I mourned in ſecret, 
but I avoided her preſence, whoſe idea, never, 
for one moment, was abſent from my mind. 
Judge then what were my emotions, when 1 
heard that Lord Summers had been rejected, 
when that marriage, which I hourly: dreaded to 
* a hear 
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bear was completed, was broken off. I pitied 
Lord Summers, alas! my own wretched fitua- 
tion taught me to be generous and compaſſionate. 
Tet ſo ſelfiſh is the human heart, his diſappoint- 
ment gave riſe to hopes, perhaps to be as ſe- 
verely puniſhed ! I feel myſelf unequal to the 
taſk of expreſſing my ſentiments, and the more 
I refle& on the charming Miſs Maybank, the 
more 1 am ſenſible of my preſumption in requeſt- 
ing her permiſſion to be accepted as a candidate 
for her favor. The flattering declaration of your 
eſteem has been a cordial under the moſt afflictive 
depreſſion of ſpirits, let me not ſuffer in that 
ever valued teſtimony your compaſſion beſtowed, 
if I ſolicit permiſſion to renew my viſits on your 
return to England, or if that defirable event 
ſhould be protracted to any length of time, that 
I. may be allowed the liberty' of ſometimes con- 
veying to you, by my pen, thoſe ſentiments of 
admiration, reſpe& and affection, with which I 
am, madam, your truly devoted and obedient 
ſervant, 


| CHARLES FRANKLY. 


Although Miſs Maybank had naturally ex- 
pedted ſhe ſhould hear from Sir Charles Frankly, 
yet this letter occafioned her ſome painful emo- 
tions, at the time ſhe ſo freely owned her eſteem 
for his character, ſhe! did not ſuppoſe any cir- 
PEE gas. cumſtances could ariſe which would authorre him 
| to make a plea of it in his favor; ſhe felt, there- 
fore, rather confuſed: at the recollection of ex- 
preſſions which he Had evidently conſtrued in his 
favor; ſhe remembered, in — letter, be 
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had not prefumed to requeſt an anſwer, ſhe now 
gladly laid hold of that circumſtance to avoid 
replying to his letter, and left him at liberty to 
interpret her ſilence as he pleaſed. The ladies 
mutually communicated their intelligence, with 
which neither was perfectly ſatisfied, though not 
able to account for being otherwiſe. | 
Ina very few days Miſs Maybank ſettled every 
thing with Mrs. Nelſon to her fatisfation=there 
was a ſmall eſtate, about twenty miles diſtant 
from the caſtle, on which was a farm houſe, and 
thither it was reſolved ſhe ſhould retire for a few 
months, *till the was brought to bed, and then 
place the child, if it lived, with ſome good and 
careful nurſe, for two or three years till fit to be 
ſent to a ſchool, whilſt ſhe was to return to the 
caſtle and ſuperintend it; for the old ſteward al- 
lowed ſhe was careful and a good manager: the 
ſervants were diſcharged, all but the old cook 5 
and a new houſe-maid was to be hired in her 
abſence who could know nothing of her affairs. 
She ſubmnted to every regulation with great hu- 
mility, except returning to the caſtle; ſhe ſaid, 
in the place ſhe was going to, ſhe might paſs for 
a widow, and as Miſs Maybank made her fuch 
a handſome allowance, ſhe could hire a perſon to 
look after the child and reſide there with it, and 
not return where her ſituat ion would draw on her 
both cenſure and envy. Miſs Maybank allowed 
the juſtneſs of her objections; preparations were 
made for her departure, and within a fortnight 
after the ladies arrived, ſhe and her father, leſt 
the caſtle, and went to reſide at the farm, where 
they were entire ſtrangers, and received with 
much kindneſs and attention. The lawyer find- 
Vol. II. > | ing 
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ing all his ſchemes defeated, left that part of the 
country and went to Edinburgh, where, in a 
populous city, he might get employ, without his 
character being detected. The ladies had now 
reſided near a month at che caſtle, and having 
diſpoſed of every thing to, their -wiſhes, began to 
think of returning to England, which was fixed 
upon for the ee tek. Fore? 6 ir) 


b - 
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PLEASURE, HOW SOON FOLLOWED BY PAIN. 


 BOUT three days before their intended 
journey, Miſs Maybank .was agreeably 
ſurpriſed by a letter from Lady Godfrey, which 
was — from Bath, Where ſhe faid her 
whole family had been for a fortnight paſt, 
e the fſbadow of Sir Charles Frankly, ſaid ſhe, 
is with us, but the heart has travelled to the north 


and reſts with a certain fair one, who, I hope, 


will know the value of the treaſure ſhe retains, 


and ſoon return with it to England. I have alſo 


another piece of news, added ſhe, and that is, 
12 all 


— 
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allthe Summers” family are here, and his lord- 
ſhip, little ſuſpecting his quondam acquaintance, 
Sir Charles, was ever his rival, has taken a won- 
dei ful fancy to him; and what's more, my fiſter 
Charlotte is very high in his good-graces: when 
firſt we exchanged viſits, the converſation always 
turned on a.cruel, charming, obdurate, delight- 
ful female, who. had deprived him of happineſs 
fer ever; my ſiſter, good girl! beſtowed pity, 
and pity, you know, is a kin to a ſtill more 
tender paſſion, he began to ſingle her out to hear 
his complaints, theſe inſenſibly ſubſided, he is 
grown more cheerful, nay, even laſt night ven- 
tured to dance, I begin to have hopes his heart 


and ſpirits may return together. Mrs. Minors 


is in high faſhion and flirtation, my mother has 
ventured to join Lady Summers once in a little 


remonſtrance, but it was ſo ill received that ſhe 


determines to be filent in future. Our amiable + 
friends, Mr. and Mrs. Hargrave, will join us 
next week, if there is any prevalence in exam- 
ple, if every Tirkus, dreſſed by the graces, and 
every amiable quality of the mind, adorned by 
-ſweetnefs of temper and the moſt pleaſing viva- 
city, can raiſe emulation, and inſpire a laudable 
Sele of imitation, we may hope Mrs. Minors 
will, in Mrs. Hargrave, fee how lovely: is virtue 
when accompanied by the irteſiſtable charms of 
good humour, and guarded by decorum and 
modeſty! and now, though laſt, not leaſt, in 
my eſtimation, is my dear Miſs Gerr d, who, 
I muſt inform you, has certainly made a con- 
queſt of Lady Beaumont's worthy friend, Mr. 
Thornhill! what a deſirable connexion | Mrs. 
Hargrave enttuſted me with the ſecret, and as a 
proof of my fidelity, I communicate it to you, 
there let it reſt for the pteſent.” Lady Godfrey 
= concluded 


— 
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goncluded her letter with a few obſervations on 
the amuſements at Bath, which contained no- 
thing new of extraordinary. 

his letter: afforded Miſs Maybank high gra- 
— — few: things could contribute more to 

than the idea of being ſupplanted 

in N breaſt of Lord Summers by another lady 3. 
ſhe had a great eſteem for him, and moſt ſin- 
cerely wiſhed Miſs Charlotte Raikſon might gain 
an abſotute power over his heart. I he pleafure 
ſhe received from this letter was to be very ſhort-- 
lived; the following day brought one from Mr. 
Thompſon which threw Lally: Beaumont into 
the moſt painful apprehenſions le informed 
her 1adyſhip, that it was with great reluctance he 
felt himſelf compelled to ſeparate from Sir Wil- 
liam, whoſe confidence he no longer enjoyed, 
and whoſe company he was ſeldom honored with: 
that conſcions he could no longer fulfil her lady- 
ſhip's wiſhes, he begged leave to decline re- 
ceiving any further advantages from the gene- 
rous proviſion ſhe had made for him ; at the ſame 
time aſſured her, that whilſt he remained in- 
Bruſſels, he ſhould think it his duty to be ſer- 
viceable to Sir William in every thing he might 
be permitted to intereſt himſelf. 

he contents of this letter alarmed Lady Beau- 
mont exceedingly, ſhe dreaded the impetuous 
_ diſpoſition of her ſon, and was apprehenfive he 
had either behaved improperly to Mr. Thomp- 
ſon, or formed ſuch connections, as that gentle- 
man could not approve, and conſequently muſt 
be very unſafe for him. Ah! ſaid ſhe, how ſoon 


are all his good reſolutions vaniſhed ! will no- 
thing give him ſteadineſs, and cure him of thoſe 
libertine purſuits? ruined in his fortune, ſe- 
verely wounded in his mind, Ifaw his compunc- 
tion and melancholy with pleaſure, as the begin- 

ning 
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ning of virtue, and with ſuch a companion as 
- Mr. Thompſon, I concluded he would be con- 
firmed in all his good purpoſes, and by advice, 
experience and imitation, acquire that ſenſe of 
his miſconduR, and ſtability of his future reſo- 
lutions which muſt enſure bis happineſs and mine: 
but now all my hopes are blown into air, left to 
himſelf and the companions he has choſen, what 
evils may I not expect | Miſs Maybank ſtrove to 
"conſole her aunt, and made light of thoſe appre- 
henſions, which, nevertheleſs, ſhe ſecretlythought 
were but too well grounded. On'the day ap- 
pointed they left Lochbar-Caſtle, after ſettling 
every thing with the good old ſteward, who ſhed 
many tears on beholding his dear young miſtreſs 


quit him, as he ſaid, for ever. 
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CONSEQUENCES MORE TO BE EXPECTED 
THAN WONDERED AT. 


® 


TE left Sir William in the full career of 
what we call pleaſure, and continually 
in a ſtate little ſhort of intoxication, with the 
companions of his riots 3 to think, or conſider 
his fituation could afford him no pleaſure ; he 
therefore endeavored to baniſh, refleQion and 
plunged, without remorſe, into every folly his 
diſſolute companions prepared for him. Un- 
happy young man! his former purſuits had 
irreparably injured his fortune, and reduced him 
to a comparative ſtate of want, his mother's 
_ generolity - 


— 
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generoſity precluded him from feeling the full 
extent of his weakneſs; but here, her inter- 
ference could be of no ſervice, too far diſtant, 
to apply either lenitives or rough meaſures, his 
paſhons were ſuffered to be uncontroled, and 
his health grew viſibly and daily impaired by his 
nocturnal revels, which his conſtitution had been 
till very lately entirely unaecuſtomed to. Lord 
Stormer, who met him ſometimes, beheld, with 
real concern, his altered countenance ; he one 
day ſaluted him, and entered into a little con- 
verſation, whieh the other evidently wiſhed to 
decline, but his lordſhip, from a friendly zeal, 
was not eaſily ſhaken off. I am very much 
mortified, Sir William, that you repulſe all my 
advances, ſaid. he, be aſſured, not any one of 
our new friends can be more intereſted in your 
welfare than myſelf; Mr. Worthy's family would 
rejoice to ſee you, and poor Mr. Thompſon ab- 
ſolutely pines for an invitation; why then, will 
you ſlight all our overtures, and neglect thoſe 
friends whoſe ſolicitude for your heart and hap- 
pineſs, ſurely claim ſome little attention from 
you: «© Fam doubtleſs much obliged to the 
riends you mention, replied Sir William, but I 
wiſh to be perfectly at my eaſe, and not ſubject 
to any impertinent animadverſions on. my con- 
duct.) „ You do us great injuſtice, returned 
the other, to ſuppoſe we would take ſo great a 
hberty uninvited. Try us, my old friend, let 
me have the pleafure of reſtoting you to my old 
acqusintanee“ Vou ate very kind, my lord, 
ſaid the Baronet, coldly, I will pay my reſpects 
ſome day to Mr. Worthy, but at prefent I am 
engaged; as to the ſecretary, he knows where to 
find me, and I would by no means intrude on a 
man of buſineſs.” And wich theſe words, and a 
| » diſtant 
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diſtant bow, he walked off Poor man] thought 
Lord Stormer, how very ſoon has vice become 
predominant, and how deatly will you pay for 
thoſe fallacious pleaſures you now enjoy Mr. 
Thompſon; to whom he communicated ' this 
converſation, felt ſo much real uncafineſs, that 
although he had determined never to call on him 
again uninvited, yet could not withſtand: fre 
idea which obtruded itſelf on his mind; the man 
he loved. and pitied, the fon of a moſt excellent 
woman, whoſe happineſs was dependant on his- 
welfare, appeared to him on the brink of deſtruc- 
tion; ſhould pride and offended friendſhip then | 
revolt againſt what he owed to Lady Beaumont | 
and humanity ? this queſtion decided for him, 
and the next morning at an early hour, he called 
at Sir William's lodgings; he was informed he 
had not be home alf night, and was turning ſor- 
rowfully from the door, when he met the Baro- 
net and the Italian Count, in a ſtate but little 
ſhort of intoxication. “ Ah, Sir William, ſaid 
Thompſon, advancing and taking his hand, 1 
have jult been to wait on you, and am very for- 
tunate in meeting you ſo apropos.“ Have 
you then any particular buſineſs with me, fir, 
demanded the other,” in a haughty tone, No, 
my only buſmeſs was to inſoim myfelf of your 
health, and complain of your negleQing your 
friends—< T really cannot recolle& 'any ſuch 
neglect, anſwered the other, but doubtleſs I am 
much-honored by a viſit from the governor's ſe- 
cretary.” This was ſaid ima tone fo farcaſtic, 
as moved Mr. Thompſon, though one of the 
mildeſt of men, eſpecially as he faw a very ma- 
licious ſmile on the Count's features. © T came 
to ſee you, Sir Wimam, ſaid he, with fone 2 
ſpirit, with the moſt friendly intentions, but 
I 3 ſince 


W 
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fince I ſee my company and attention is ſo un- 
favorably received, I muſt content myſelf with 
my good wiſhes only, that you may never want 
the friendſhip. you now deſpiſe, and find, in 
your new attachments, ſufficient compenſation 
for ſlighting thoſe who are fincerely intereſted 
for your real- happineſs.” Turning to leave 
them, the Count caught hold of hisfleeve; - ftay, 
fir, ſaid he, haughtily, I beg to know what you 
mean by thoſe. implications to preſent attach- 
ments and new friends, you have now, and on 
former occaſions, made ule of? The preſent ac- 
quaintance of Sir William Beaumont are. men 
of birth and honor, are not to be put in any 
degree of compariſon, with a Scotch doctor, a 
needy dependant, or a new made ſecretary.” 
«« Your refleQions, fir, replied Mr. I hompſon, 
are as illiberal as your character is deſpicable.” 
«© How ! ſcoundrel, cried the other, dare you re- 
fle& on the character of your ſuperiors ? take 
that, added he, giving him a violent blow, and 
learn to know your diſtance.” \ 
This inſult being offered in the ſtreet, thre 
or four perſons immediately interpoſed, Sir Wil- 
liam pulled the enraged Count into the houſe, 
and ſhut. the door. Mr. Thompſon, who was 
at firſt a liitle ſtunned, recovering, thanked the 
people round him, and walked home; but an 
affront of that atrocious nature, and given in 
pablic, could not be put up with, he, therefore, 
immediately wrote the Count a challenge, and 
appointed to meet him without the gates of the 
city carly in the morning. He communicated 
his deſign. to a ſervant, and ordered him to at- 
tend at a little diſtance to procure help, if neceſ- 
ſary. He viſited at Mr. Worthy's in the even- 
ing, and was happy to find the affair, had not 
17 f . reached. 
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reached them. Captain. Worthy and Colonel 
Sternheim were juſt arrived, and the family in a 
tranſport of joy. He went home, wrote a letter 
to Sir William, one to Lord Stormer, and ano- 
ther to Mr. Thornhill; having ſettled his little 
affairs and left a note for the- miniſter, as ſoom as 
day appeared he went to the place appointed 
with his ſervant, who ſtood a-loof; the Count 
was already there, they agreed to fire their piſ- 
tols, and if they were ineffectual, to meaſure 
ſwords. | Mr. Thompſon waved his right of fir- 
ing firſt, and toſſed up, the firſt ſhot: fell to him, 
they repaired to their ground, and Mr. Thomp- 
ſon preſented, in the ſame inſtant the Count 
broke ground, advanced a few paces-and ſhot him 
in the fide near the hip. Mr. Thompſon fell. 
and the other inſtantly made off. The ſervant, 
who heard the piſtols and ſaw the Count at a diſ- 
tance haſtened off, run to the place, and found 
his maſter, to all appearance, dead, two men, 
who had alſoſ heard the piſtols, came running 
up, and aſſiſted in conveying him to the miniſ- 
ter's houſe, where a ſurgeon attended. The 
motion had brought him to his ſenſes, though 
unable to ſpeak; the ſurgeon extracted the ball, 
and gave hopes the wound was not dangerous 
in its preſent, appearance. The miniſter, ex- 
tremely irritated by the ſervant's account, ſent 
off to ſecure the Count, but he was already 
gone, leaving Mr. Thompſon's challenge in the 
hands of the Marquis, as a juſtification of him- 
felf. The duel was ſoon blazed thro' the city, 
and Lord Stormer and Mr. Worthy haſtened to- 
fee their friend > they found him very ill, the 
furgeon had: dreſſed the wound a ſecond: time, 
and began to have ſerious appreheuſions of the 
conſequence 3. he communicated his fears to the 
gentlemen,. 


* * * * 
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gentlemen, another ſurgeon was deſired to at- 


tend, and he confirmed the judgment of the for- 


mer. Mr. Tbompſon had now recovered his 
ſpeech, though but very faintly, and the ſurge- 
ons recommended quiet and compoſurd; he re- 
mained with him all night, and in the morning, 
on examining the wound, found all his fears 


realized: his patient, who obſerved His counte» 


nance, faid, I believe, ſir, you think me in 
danger, pray be candid, F have no unmanly 


fears, nor any dread of death, do not, there - 


fore, keep me in ſuſpence. The furgeon he · 
ſitated, but being again urged to ſpeak, acknow- 
ledged that he was fearful of the event. His 
patient heard him with compofure, and after 4 
little pauſe, ſaid, he wiſhed a meſſenger could 


be ſent for Sir William Beaumont, which was 
_. accordingly ordered. His friends now came in 


and heard with inexpreſſible concern, that all 


- hopes were given up. Lord Stormer was parti- 


cularly affected; Mr. Fhompfon ſaw his emoti- 
on, and preſſing his hand, which was extended 
towards him; „ do not feel concern for me, I 
reſign life without a pang, I have ſuffered many 
difappomtments, among others: a hopeleſs love 
for an amiable object, whoſe name has never 
paſſed: my lips 3 I leave no wife, no mother or 
liſters to feel my loſs, a poor obſure individual, 
nonored indeed by the friendſhip of ſome worthy. 
perſons, but no loſs to ſociety or the world. He 
fpoke evidently in pain, and his lordſhip entreated 
um to be compoſed. In a ſhort time aſter the 


door optned and Sit William Beaumont appeared, 


pale, haggered and much agitated, he advanced 
to the bed without taking any notice of thoſe in 
the toom, and throwing himfelf on one knee; OG 
Thompſon dear murdered friend] what mega 

| | one? 
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done? what a wreteh am I.“ Poor "Thompſon 
was much moved; ſpare me, ſpare yourſelf 
this diſtreſs, cried he feebly, I ſent for · you to 
ſpeak comfort to your mind, I know you wil 
grieve, your heart is not corrupt, but your 
paſſions have ſubdued your better reaſon ;?? tell 
me not of comfort (exclaimed the other,) wild —- 
ly, I have murdered my beſt friend, and reaſon 
is reſtored too late 55 no, refumed Mr. Thomp- 
ſon, you are not to blame, this event might 
have happened if I had not met you, life had no 
charms for me; in Lord Stormer behold a true 
friend, a friend to your honor and happineſs; 
truſt me Sir William, when you come to this 
awful period, every vice, every folly will afford 
you bitter remorſe, I have now no partial views 
to anſwer, I conjure you to forſake your vicious 
companions; to let the natural generoſity f 
your heart incline youto thoſe whoſe aſſectionand 
experience will be cxerted for mother, O, 

Sir Wilham, ſuch a mother! ſo good, fo affec- 

tionate let me entreat you to conſider ber hap- 

pineſs and be aſſured on a death bed, the reflec- 

tion of having done your duty, and teſtored 
peace and comſort to the author of your Being s 
ane fuch reflection will give you more real delight 

than all thoſe ruinous pleaſures you now purſue 

to the forfeiture of every thing valuable on earth, 

ſelf· approbation and the eſteem of your friends.“ 

Ex hauſted by his .carneſt exertians to ſpeak, he 

lay almoſt motionleſs. Sir Wilkam claſped his 
hands, good Heaven, he expires ! O Thomp- 
fon f ſpeak to me, or I ſhaft go diftracted—the 

poor man again tried to comfort him, “i be 
.compoſed, you have nothing to anſwer” for, 1 

forgive” moſt ſincerely the author of my death, 

tis in your power to make even death pleaſant, 


one 
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one promiſe only . name your requeſt, ſaid the 
other, with eagerneſs, and J here ſwear, moſt 
ſolemnly I ſwear to fulfil it.. Remember, cried 
the dying man in an awful voice, remember 
your oath. Return immediately to your mother, 
quit your libertine purſuits, nor ever more make 

friendſhips with the vicious. Do this, and 1 
hall die in peace.“ . Vou ſhall be obe yed, 
ſaid the Baronet, And choaked with his emo- 
tions, from this hour I abjure my follies; foilies! 
how weak the expreſſion, for | vices which have 
deſtroyed the innocent; and murdered the moſt 
worthy of mankind !!“ Lord Stormer, whoſe 
manly ſenfibility had been deeply affected, and 
Mr. Worthy, who wept hke a child, now drew 
near, and each taking a hand of Sir William, 
and one of poor Thompſon's, joined them toge- 
ther in an:emphatic ſilence more ex preſſive than 
words. Adieu, my friends, cried he, love each 
other, may God bleſs you with happineſs here, 
and everlaſting felicity hereafter, where, I hope 
and truſt, we ſhall meet again. He waved his 
hand for them to go, and all three hurried, 
ſpeechleſs, out of the room to the adjoining dreſſing 
room, where they had not remained more than 
a quarter of an hour, before the ſurgeon came 
in and announced all was over | Sir William 
fell on the ſofa ſenſeleſs, nor were the others 
much leſs concerned; the miniſter, who juſt 
then came in, joined in the general grief: Sir 
William being reſtored, Mr. Worthy took him 
to his own houſe, he made no objection to en- 
tering the carriage, nor- on alighting appeared 
conſcious where he was conducted to, Mr. 
Worthy, took him to his library, ordered a bed 
to be made for him, and a phyſician to attend 


+: on his arrival he pronounced him in a 
high 
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high fever, he was put to bed, and for ſeveral 
days was in the greateſt danger, but the ſeventh 
day the diſorder yielded to medicine, and he was 
ronounced out of danger. In the mean time 
Mr. Worthy had ſeen the laſt duties paid to poor 
Thompſon, and had written to Mr. Thornhill of 
this melancholy event, and alſo that Sir Wil- 
liam would, in all probability, ſoon return to 
England, without mentioning the ſhare he had 
in this unfortunate affair. 8 
The joy which had pervaded in Mr. Worthy's 
houſe on the arrival of Captain Worthy and Go- 
lonel Sternheim, had received a- conſiderable 
check by the death of Mr. Thompſon, who was 
much eſteemed by the ladies: however, after he 
had been interred, and Sir William was on the 
recovery, tranquillity was again reſtored, though 
mirth was baniſhed, and the gentlemen began 
to look forward with ſome impatience to the 
completion of their wiſhes. Sir William, on his 
return to reaſon, was ſenſibly affected by the 
kindneſs of Mr. Worthy, but unable to bear 
company, he entreated to be removed to his own 
lodgings. Mr. Worthy having, on enquiry, 
found the Marquis Mareſcotti had fellowed the 
Count, and being urged by the Baronet to con- 
ſent to. his removal, he complied, conditionally 
that he ſhould admit him and Lord Stormer to 
their former intimacy, and as ſoon-as he could 
go abroad, ſhould conſider Mr. Worthy's houſe 

as his home. He complied with theſe obligin 
demands with the utmoſt gratitude and warmef 
expreſſions, for his uncommon. favors, and was 
that day the twelfth of his illneſs, conveyed to 
his former reſidence. . His good friends viſited 

him daily and were concerned to obſerve his re- 
covery was very flow, and that a nervous, MX 
_— | £0 274 er 
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der preyed on his conſtitution, they endeavoured 
to draw him out, but to no purpoſe, he refiſted 
all their entreaties and only wiſhed for a little 
ſtrength to return to England. One day when 
Lord Stormer was alone with him, he aſked him 
when he was to be married? I hope ſoon, repli- 
ed his lordſhip, but we wiſh to have all our 
friends well, that nothing may cloud our feljcity. 
« If you mean me, ſaid Sir William, believe me, 
there is no event now would give me equal hap- 
pineſs as to know you were united to the charming 
Miſs Worthy, let me at leaſt fee you happy, that 
my follies may not deftroy all my friends. As 
to her fiſter, 1 could, I believe, have loved her 
with a fincere affection, but perhaps ſhe never 
might have eſteemed me, and doubtleſs is much 
happier as it is. I feel no uneafineſs at the 
thoughts of her marriage, and I conjure . 
my dear friend, to haſten your mutual happineſs 
indeed J am capable of rejoicing at it. Lord 
Starmer was delighted to-hear him talk ſo com- 
E and expreffing the pleaſure he really 
elt, “ Yes, ſaid Sir William, you ſee me an 
altered man, what a wretch muſt I be if the 


dreadful confequences of my vices had not a pro- 


per effect on my mind: the poor Miſs Rivers, 
added he, fighzng, I broke her heart, I wound- 
ed my mother's peace f diſſipated my fortune, 
and now I have murdered a worthy man who 
loved me, and who has fallen a victim to my 
ingratitude and inſolence— have I not enough, 
cried he, looking earneſtly, have I not ſufficient 


cauſe to he miferable for the reſt of my days?” 


% You have cauſe for regret, no doubt, replied 
His lordſhip, but you ſhould endeavor to atone 
for thoſe errors, by an active exertion of virtue, 
of friendſhip, humanity and generofity, not by 
2 Gs an 
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an indolent repentance which benefits no one; 
let your former cheerfulneſs return, and be as eager 
to do good as you have been to do evil-you 
know how great have been my follies, nothing 
ſaort of ruin could have brought me to a ſenſe of 
them, and when I left England my virtue was 
but halt confirmed—my reception in the Wor- 
thy family gave me a new-ſoul, I there ſaw. the 
practice of every virtue was attended with de- 


light and happineſs, and from them I learned 


what true pleaſure was, pleaſure which commu- 
nicated itſelf to all who was connected with them. 
and which enjoyed on reflection ſelf- approbation. 
Come then, my good friend, awake from your 
melancholy, regret paſt events as a. man defi- 
rous to atone far them, and in the boſom of 
friendſhip find that peace which evil company 
and counſels has hitherto-deprived. you. off — Sir 
William was affected even to tears by the kindnels 


of Lord Stormer, and promiſed. if he could get 


ſtrength he would ſoon be a conſtant- viſitor to 
Mr. Worthy's till he was enabled to ſet out for 


England. | ; 
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CHAP. XXXIL 


A FAMILY HAPPY WREN UNITED WITHIN 
THEMSELVES, 


ORD Stormer and Colonel Sternheim 
were now very importunate with Mr. 
Worthy to fix their happineſs, and that gentle- 
man having ſettled every thing reſpecting for- 
tune beyond the expectation of his intended 
ſans, a day in the middiꝭ of the next week was 
appointed for the ceremony, Sir William was 
invited, but he continued poorly, nor would 
he, he ſaid, throw a cloud over their happy oy 
* a 1 
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by his low ſpirits; he therefore begged to 
ve excuſed, and when the time arrived 
ſent his | beſt wiſhes and promiſed a ſpeedy vikit. 
Lord Stormer and the Colonel received their 
charming brides from the hands of their father. 
To your care, ſaid he, I commit my treaſures, 
their happineſs. and mine, muſt depend on you, 
J hope to go to my grave in peace and in confi- 
dence that with you I leave my children happy : 


and you, my dear girls, never forget the exam- | 


ple of your mother, and may your huſbands ex- 
ult, as I do at this inſtant, that in a wife I have 
found a friend, a lively ſenſible companion, to 
Whoſe goodneſs I am indebted, and to whoſe 
virtues I owe every good quality I poſſeſs. Hap- 
Py pair l who could look Back without ſelf. re- 
proach, and in the autumn of life view their 
children, endowed with every eſtimable quality 
which. promiſed a certainty of future happineſs! 
Lord Stormer, who, at that moment felt a ſting z 
could not ſuppreſs his feelings, I am conſcious, 
fir, ſaid he, that I have much to unlearn, and 
more to learn, before I can deſerve the bleſſing 
you have beſtowed, but neither precept nor ex- 
ample ſhall be loſt on me, to incite me to the ob- 
ſervance of thoſe virtues which I am now con- 
vinced can alone procure real happineſs. Mr. 


Worthy embraced him and the worthy Stern- 


heim, and never, perhaps, was à picture of 
more true filicity then was exhibited that day at 
his table. | | : ; 
Lord Stormer had now been married above a 
week, Captain Worthy, who had been intro- 
duced to Sir Williantz often accompanied his 
friend and brother in his viſits to him, and was 
equally ſorry to obſerve an encreaſing languor, 
and no return of either health or ſpirits; he was 
ſenſible of it himſelf, and on this day, . 
they 
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they paid their uſual viſit, told themy he thought 
he had ſtrength cnawgh” now to bear A rec 
to England, but if 1 ſtay another week I kr 
—— how it may be, the air and exereiſe may do 

5d; and I think to fer off within two 
ö but to do that I muſt avail myſelf of Mr. 
Wotthy 's proffered friendſhip, and beg him to 
tetile all my pecuniary demands here, which, 
I am aſhamed to ſay, are pretty large; 1 will 
draw on my mother for the amount, and whe- 
ther I live, or die, Eno ſhe will punctually 
difeharge them. Captain Worthy affured him 
his father would rejoiet to make bim eaſy in that 
reſpect, and a - thought occurred to him then, 
which he was impatient to conſult his friends 
on; they took leave, promiſing to return in the 
evening. On their return to Mr. Worthy's, his 
jon, after acquaiming him with the Baroner's 
requeſt, added, I think Str William in a very 
unfit ſtate to go alone, aecompanied o ly with 
ſervants; I have a very g eat deſire to viſit Eng- 
land, and having fix month's leave ef abfence, 
ſhould be happy x go with” bim, it you and my 
mother have no obje&ion, fir. None at all, my 
ſon, I wiſh you to ſee England, you cannot 
have a better opportunity, my two ſons will re- 
main with me till your return, and you will eaſe 
my mind of a good deal of anxiety I ſhouſd 
otherwiſe feel on account of Sir William, whoſe 
bad ſtate of health renders it highly improper he 
ſhould travel without a companion. 

Captain Worthy received the approbation of 
all his friends, and eager to-communicate news, 
he hoped would give pleaſure, he returned to 
Sir William, and after aſſuring him of his father's 
readineſs to comply with his requeſt,” added, “I 
have now a favor to- > requeſt of you, Sir William, 

name 
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name it, fir, returned he, and be aſſured it will 
give me pleaſure if Ian oblige you.“ Will 
you then take me in your ſpite to England?“ 
<< Is it poſſible, cried Sir William, yeu have 
any ſuch intention??? 1 have, teſumed the 
other, and ſhall be very happy if you will allow me 
to accompany you, as H have a maſt fervent de- 
fire to ſoe England. 44 Good God! ſaid Sir Wil- 
liam, with emotion, what a family is yours ? 
can ſee: through yout benevolent purpoſe, 
this wiſh of yours, I dare ſay, would have laln 
dormant, but for the weak ſtate'you' ſte I am in, 
which induced you to offer me the pleaſure of 
your company; but I -reverence your motive, 
and with the higheſt ſatisfaction, accept your 
offer; your time ſhall be mine, 'to-morrow, or. a 
fortnight hence ſhall make no difference.” 
& You do me both honor and pleaſure, return- 
ed Captain Worthy, but T think, the ſooner we 
ſet off the better, two-days notice will anſwer 
my purpoſe as well as two months, therefore, if 
ou pleaſe, the third from this we will take our 
cave of Bruſſels. Sir William "readily ac- 
quieſced, and was really much pleaſed with the 
offer of the young captain's company, the day 
preceding their intended journey, Mr. Worthy 
earneſtly preſſed Sir William to ſpend with them, 
he could not well decline it, as common polite- 
neſs required he ſnould take leave of the ladies. 
Lord Stormer came in a carriage to conduct 
him, but when he entered the houſe, the idea 
of Mr. Thompſon ſtruck ſo forcibly on his 
mind that it was with difficulty he preferved 
himſelf from fainting, he felt an additional-pang 
on beholding Mr. Sternheim, but endeavori 
to recover himſelf, he congratulated the ladies 
with toletable compoſure. "They were _— 
1 
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1y hour, and tears on both ſides ſeemed 


ſibly ſhocked at ſeeing him, great indeed was 
the alteration in his perſon, pale, emaciated, 
his eyes hollow and without the leaſt expreſſion, 
he looked the picture of ſorrow and deſpair; in 
vain they exerted every effort to amuſe him, a 
languid ſmile evidently — ſhewed too plain- 
ly, a mind ill'at eaſe. He took leave at an car- 
| to imply 
a fear they never ſhould meet again— 
The next morning the gentlemen all attended 


Captain Worthy to Sir William's apartment, and 


after a dull breakfaſt, and the painful ceremony 
of taking leave, the two gentlemen, attended 
only by two ſervants, leſt Bruſſels to proceed 
by eaſy journies on their way to Eng- 
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THE PLEASURES Or HOPE AND EXPECT A- 


TION. 


Lady Beaumont arrived'in London with her 


mc after-6 very . pleaſant journey, they ſtaid 


only one night in Town and went next morning 


to Richmond ; Miſs Maybank wrote to her Bath 
friends, and her ladyſhip to the Stanleys and 
Warners, whom ſhe hoped: ſoon to fee near her; 


ſhe began to be very impatient for another let- 


ter from ker ſon and Mr. Thompſon, having 


F wrote 
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wrote the firſt a word of good advice, which hav 
ing received in the full career of pleaſure he had 
taken no notice of; and Mr. Thompſon: ſhe 
moſt earneſtly requeſted not to, leave Sir Wil- 
liam till his return to England; but this letter 
arrived after he was ſettled with the governor, 
and he had wrote to Mr. Thornhill the whole 
tranſactions which had paſſed at Bruſſels, previ- 
ous to quitting Sir William. Miſs Maybank 
began now to indulge the moſt delightful ideas, 
ſhe was eſteemed by the only man ſhe had ever 
beheld with a preference, there was no obſtacle 
to their union, and ſhe had reafon to hope that 
event would not give pain to Lord Summers, for 
ſhe ſecretly determined at the time her engage- 
ment with him was broken off, never to unite 
herſelf with any man until his lordſhip ſhould 
get the better of that ſtrong prepoſſeſſion in her 
favor which cauſed him ſo much uneafineſs; a 
delicacy and gratitude ſhe thought it ſtrictly in- 
cumbent on her to obſerve. 1 | 
They had now been about a week at Rich- 
mond, when one day about noon, ſhe ſaw two 
carriages, with ſervants, driving very faſt up to 
the gate, and ſoon after was informed Lady 
Godfrey, Mrs. Hargrave, and ſome other com- 
pany were in the drawing-room ; ſhe felt very 
much agitated, and the flutterings of her heart 
whiſpered to her that in all probability Sir Charles 
Frankly was one of that company ; ſhe haſ- 
tened down, however, and was received by her 
good friends with the warmeſt marks of affecti- 
on; Sir James and Lady Godfrey, Mr. and Mrs. 
Hargrave, Mr. Thornhill, and though laſt in- 
' troduced, not the leaſt welcome, Sir Charles 
Frankly— ““ You ſee your attractions, my dear 
ladies, ſaid Mrs. Hargtve, we no ſooner * 
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of your arrival than we.quitted.onr;ſocial-party, 
and gave up the gaieties of Bath to enjoy the 
happineſs of welcoming your return to England 
inſperſon. Indeed returned Lady Beaumont 
we are infinitely obliged to you for ſuch a ſacri- 
fice, — “ not in the ſeaſt, cried Lady Godfrey, 
for I promiſe you, I conſult my on {atisfaQtion 
fo | much, that. had: L. not been purſuaded the 
Pleafute I now e muſt afford me a thouſand 
times more delight than all the boaſted amuſe - 
ments of bath, I ſhould certainly have remained 
there. Lou have a peculiar way, my dear 
Lady Godfrey, faid Miſs Maybank, of ſaying 
the moſt obliging things in the world.” «©. Well, 
a truce to compliments, ſaid Sir James, I hope 
tis pretty, plain, we are all extremely glad to 
> ſee each other; Sir Charles Frankly, indeed, we 
preſſed into our party, and muſt ſolicit a wel- 
come for him on the ſcore of leur fliendſhiponly 
he looked ſo arch as he pronounced thoſe words, 
that both Miſs Maybank and Sir Charles were 
evidently confuſed; which obſerving, he turned 
the notice of the company to another ſubject, 
and gave them time to rally their ſpirits. Lady 
Godfrey told them ſhe had left her mother, ſiſter, 
and Miſs Gerrard in high intimacy with the 
Summers family; apropos, ſaid ſhe, I know 
not whether you will, forgive my-fiſter, Miſs 
Maybank, but ſhe has moſt certainly rivalled you 
in the heart of Lord Summers, the artful gipſey 
gained her conqueſt by compaſſion, and lending 
an -attentive ear to the complaints of a diſcarded 
lover, and now believe me his admiration chas 
found another object to demand it ——-Miſs 
Chaslotte Raikſon is ſo ſweetly complaifant, ſo 
much ſenſibility, ſo much good ſenſe, and ſo 
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man can long preſerve his heart, who is honored 
with her friendſhip'!” This has all been ſaid to 
my mother, his ſpirits are wenderfully reſtored, 
and allowing forthe ſmall drawbackof afew years, 
he really eclipſes moſt of the young beaus at 
Bath.” -'** You give me very great pleaſure by 
this information, ſaid Miſs Maybank, I have 
the. moſt perfect eſteem for Lord Summers, and 
_ earneſtly hope a union may take place between 
two perſons ſo formed to make each other hap- 
. «© You are very generous, returned Mr. 
Hargrave, few young ladies though they reje& a 
lover, chuſe to loſe their power, or be ſupplant- 
ed by another lady. Come, ſaid Lady God- 
frey, ſhew us your garden, I wiſh for a walk be- 
fore dinner, for we intend all of us to take our 
mutton with you.“ I hope ſo, replied Lady 
Beaumont, and we can accommodate you for the 
night alſo, our cottage is larger than you ſup- 
poſe, therefore you are fixed; here for the pre- 
ſent. Mr. Thornhill and Mrs: Hargrave re- 
mai ned with Lady Beaumont, whilſt the others 
walked into the garden. I wiſhed to ſpeak to 
youn lad yſnip,/ ſaid the former, on two intereſt- 
ing ſubjects s ind dhe firſt place I am commiſſi- 
oned by Sir Charles Frankly: to requeſt your 
permiſſion to pay his addreſſes to Miſs Maybank, 
have made a thorough inveſtigation into his 
character; and find it in every reſpect unexcep- 
tionable, nay, highly eſtimable; his eſtate is 
large and entirely free from any incumbrances ; 
his diſpoſnton appears to me truly amiable, and 
a&:the young lady is entirely free from any pre- 
dilection infaver of another, I know not where 
ſhe has a greater chance far happineſs than with 
Sit Charles Fraukſy, if he meets your lad yſhip's 
approbationd * Nou good opinion of. bim 
Vor. H. K Mr. 
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Mr. Thornhill, muſt ftamp a value on his cha- 
racter, and fines the very little I have ſeen of 
him, if I may be allowed to judge, I think him 
a very deſerving man; he has my entire appro- 
bat ion therefore to addreſs my nicce : ſhe is a 
very good young woman, and I am ſure will 
- make a worthy. man happy.“ ſnall then 
rejoice his heart with your permiſſion: and now, 
my dear madam, I have a letter to communicate, 
which I' fear will give ſome pain, but to with - 
hold ſuch intelligence as muſt materially affect 
you, + think I have no right.” rater: deli- 
rered Mr. Thompſon's laſt letter, written after 
his ſeparation from Sir William; Lady Beau- 
mont haſtily run over. the letter, and before the 
had finiſhed reading it, burſt into tears, O, Mr. 
Thornhill, cried ſhe, what will be the event of 
thrs feparation ? I tremble at the conſequences, 
left to himſelf and to the artifices of ſuch profli- 
gates as are here deſcribed, what have I to ex- 
but his entire ruin?“ I feel very much, 
anſwered he, for your ſituation, madam, and 
wifh it was poſſible to relieve your anxiety, but 
all our hopes muſt depend on Mr. Tholnpſon 
and Lord Stormer, they will not abſolutely give 
him up, you may aſſure yourſelf.” Ah cried 
ſhe, ſmall is the comfort that hope can afford me, I 
know his-haughty impetuous diſpoſmt ion too well, 
to believe, if the vexatious (circumſtances: he 
met with before he went abroad, the .death of 
that poor girl, and the e example now before 
him in the reformation of Lord Stormer, once 
an old aſſociate 5 if all theſe things have had no 
effect on his conduct, and he is again given up to 
diſſipated companions, and neglects thoſe friende 
who only could be of real ſerviee either to his 
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hill, where is my hope? or rather judge what 
cauſe I have to deſpair ! Mrs. Hargrave and 
Mr. Thornhill exerted themſelves to inſpire: La- 
dy Beaumont with better hapes, though in truth 
they had none themſelves, and after ſome con- 
ſultation it was agreed upon, as the only proba- 
ble method of drawing him home, for Lady 
Beaumont to write, requeſting his return on ac- 
count of her ill ſtate of health, and Mr. Thorn- 
hill to write and corroborate this ciroumſtance; 
ſurely, ſaid ſne, if any deceit can be pardonable, 
this may be deemed ſo, to ſnatch a beloved ſon 
from ruin. e | 1x9 v 001 
The ladies were now returned from the gar- 
den, and altho* Lady Beaumont endeavored to 
aſſume a cheerfulneſs very foreign to her heart, 
Miſs Maybank ſaw the traces of uneaſineſs too 
legibly written on her features, ſhe was alarmed 
for the cauſe, though ſhe did not preſume to 
aſk.—Upon'the whole they ſpent a very pleaſant 
day, her ladyſhip inſiſted on their remaining 
that night, as they propoſed returning to Bath 
in two or three days, and very much preſſed La- 
dy Beaumont and Miſs Maybank to be of the 
party, but they reſiſted all entreakies, as they 
wiſhed for à little quiet after their long jour- 
nies. | | 1 
The next morning, previous to their going to 
Town, Sir Charles Frankly requeſted an audi- 
ence of Lady Beaumont, and after ſome con- 
ſuktation, ſhe ſent to defire Miſs Maybank's pre- 
Fence '; ſht,- who gueſſed the ' buſineſs; 0complidd 
with hefitation and confaſion, and when ſhe en- 
tered the room felt more embarraſſed than ever 
ſne had been in her life, Sit Charles, on her 
entrance, led her to her chaie with little leſs 
emotien than her own; „ My dear nicces ſaſd 
T1 K 2 Lady 
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Lady Beaumont, Sir Charles Frankly has done 
me the honor to requeſt my permiſſion to pay 
his addreſſes to you, I cannot poſſibly have any 
objection, but it is you muſt decide on the ſub- 
ject, I will not even recommend, but have that 
perfect reliance on your good ſenſe, and the 
rectitude of your principles, that I am ſure Sir 
Charles ought to be ſatisfied, whatever may be 
N determination ;?? her ladyſnip then roſe and 
eft the room. I fear madam, I fhall forfeit 
the good opinion of Lady Beaumont when I 
confeſs I cannot feel ſoiperfeAly reſigned as ſhe 
may expect. From the firſt day I had the ho- 
nor of knowing Mrs Maybank I felt ſhe was 
- Arbitreſs of. mydeſtiny, andthat on her approbation 
. depended my future happineſs; to deſcribe what 
J felt on the diſappointment of my hopes is im- 
ppoſſible -an unexpected event prevented thoſe ill 
effects from it which otherwiſe too probably 
would have taken place —but, perhaps, my 
doom is only delayed, and not remitted 5 I know 
myſelf unworthy your acceptance, and after 
Lord Summers has ſuffered a rejection, my pre- 
ſumption in offering myſelf deſerves the puniſh- 
ment I dread. Lou, charming Miſs Maybank, 
are above obſerving thoſe common modes of 
trifling with a faithful heart, be aſſured my defi- 
ciency in merit I will ſtudy to obviate by an 
everlaſting reſpe& and affection, but if 1 am to 
_ be, miſerable, f you cannot accept a heart 
entirely devoted; ito you, ſpeak madam, and 
IL am gone ſor ever, never will, [ preſume to 
trouble you with the complaints of a rejected 
man- bags. n om 3;3! o $141 bat: 
Miss Maybank was in the utmoſt confuſion 
when Sir Charles firſt addreſſed her, but this to- 


lerable long ſpeech enabled her to recover — 
| : | a | > ſe 9 
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ſelf, and after a little heſitation, ſhe replied, 
«« your'good-opinion of me, ſir, does me the highs 
eſt honor, the approbation of my friends is in 
your, favor, and I Could liitle deſerve the 
judgment they partially attribute to me, if F- 
declined the vilits : of Sir Charles Frankly.“ 
«© You have now, madam, ſaid he, advancing 
and kifling her hand, rendered life valuable to 
me, ſince I have permiſſion to dedicate it t6 
you. Be aſſured, deareſt Miſs Maybank, of my 
everlaſting gratitude.” His emotion was ſo great 
he could ſay no more, and ſhe. roſe at-the ſame 
inſtant, ſaying, ** let us join our common 
friends.“ Theſe two words of ug and our 
reſtored him to tranſport, but again kiſſing her 
hand, he only ſaid, «© her commands ſhould be 
obeyed.” They returned to the drawing room 
and the company were delighted to obſerve, by 
their looks, that they were perfectly pleaſed with 
cach other. Aſter dinner thoſe amiable families 
prepared to ſeparate, Sir James, Lady Godfrey, 
and Mr. and Mrs. Hargrave intended going to 
Bath in two days, Mr. Thornhill and Sir Charles 
Frankly remained in Town, the latter aſk- 
ed, and obtained permiſſion to be a conſtant vi- 
fitor. When they were departed Lady Beau- 
mont informed Miſs Maybank of the diſagreea- 
ble information ſhe had received from Mr. 
Thornhill, and the dread and anxiety ſhe felt for 
the next” letters which ſhould arrive. O, my 
dear Louiſa, ſaid ſhe, if ever you live to be a 
mother be warned by my example to watch over 
the early propenſities a your children, and not: 
ſuffer their juvenile fellies to grow into habits 
from a miſtaken fondneſs, and an ill judged le- 
nity, 1 never would ſuffer William. to receive 
correction for thoſe faults which I hoped a ma- 
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turer age would correct; alas ! great has been 
my errors, and fevere is my puniſhment, I im- 


pute every vice, every folly of his to my impro- 
per indulgence, and ſhall, to the end of my ex- 


iſtence lament I had not ſent him to a public 
ſchool, or have procured him a proper tutor, well 
read in the knowledge of mankind, and who 
might have had an uncontroled power over him, 
and informed his judgment as well as have in- 
ſtructed him in languages | Miſs Maybank could 
afford but little conſolation, ſhe dreaded the ar- 
rival of the next packet, and moſt fincerely par- 
took of her aunt's uneaſineſs. Things remained 
in this ſtate about ten days, Sir Charles Frankly 
was almoſt a daily viſitant, and had no reaſon to 
complain of his reception; when one morning 
he came dow accompanied by Mr. 'Thornhill, 
the moment he entered the parlour, Miſs May- 
bank felt inconceivable terror from his looks, 
Lady Beaumont was not there, ** good Heaven! 
fir, cried ſhe, what news do you bring ?” Mr. 
Thornhill took out a letter, ** retire dear Miſs 
Maybank and peruſe that, then tell me how I - 
mult act, for I will fay nothing without your 
direction.“ She haſtily ran up ſtairs and found 
it was a letter from Lord Stormer, with an ac- 
count of the fatal duel, Mr. Thompſon's death, 
and Sir William's illneſs. Great was the ſhock 
ſhe received, and dreadful her apprehenſions, 
but ſhe quickly determined Lady Beaumont 


| ſhould remain ignorant of this new and heavy 


misfortune *till the arrival -of the next letters, 
which his lordſhip promiſed to forward the firſt 
change of any kind that took place; ſhe tried to 


' compoſe the agitation of her ſpirits, and re- 


turned to the room, her aunt was not yet come 
down, ſhe mentioned her wiſh that the contents 
| of 
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of this letter might not be communicated, and 
that ſhe judged it moſt proper Lady Beaumont 
ſhould not be tortured with ſuſpenſe concerning 
an event which Providence would ſoon deeide, 
and then, added ſhe, a dreadful certainty will 
be miſery enough to ſuch a mind as hers.” The 
gentlemen acquieſced in her opinion, but Mr. 
Phornhill pathetically lamented the death of the 
worthy "Thompſon, and particularly accompanied 

with ſuch circumſtances. NN | 

Lady Beaumont now entered the room, and 

every one tried to aſfime a diſengaged air and 
cheerful looks; in the courſe of converſation ſhe 
expreſſed her anxiety to Mr. Thornhill for her 
next account from Bruſſels, and hoped, if he = 
heard from- Mr. Thompſon he would make no 

ſeoret of the contents whatever they might be; 

he aſſured her he would not. Then to change 

the converſation he mentioned Mrs. Minors, I 

fear, ſaid he, ſhe will not long reſide with Lady 
Summers, their connexion ſeems already 'dii- 

pleaſing to both parties; Lord Delmot has re- 

need his intimacy, and though much againſt. 

her ladyſhip's inclinations, he forces himſelt into 

all their parties. Lady Beaumont, with a ſigh, 

la nented the force of bad habits and idle propen- 

ſities fo difficult to ſhake off. The common modes 

of education, ſaid ſhe, in boarding ſchools for 
females is ſtrangely conducted, they are taught 
indiſeriminately, and without conſulting either 

talents or inclination, every thing: the conſe- 

quenee is, they learn nothing perfectly: and as 

td their morals, they are entirely neglected; 

Miſs is told ſhe muſt hold up her head, behave like 

a lady, and never ſay naughty words, but as to 

truth, ſincerity, a reciprocal love and affection 

to her companions ; a' ſtrict obſervance of her re- 

ligious 


« A” 


— 


202 ERRORS OF EDUCATION. 


ligious duties, and that propriety of -condu& 
which reſults more from the heart than the head; 
theſe are too generally neglected, and hence it is 
that, like Mrs. Minors, young girls return from 
ſchools, ignorant of every thing which is to 
decide their future happineſs or miſery, with only 
a few ſuperficial accompliſhments they are launch- 
ed into a world of frivolity and temptation 
without principles or ſteadineſs ſuffieient to guide 
their judgment, or repel the deceitful deluſions of 
vanity and folly. - But, Lafk your pardon. gen- 
tlemen, ſaid ſhe, ſmiling you did not come 
here to hear a declamation on female education, 
though perhaps as huſbands and fathers you may 
hereafter be intimately concerned in it. There 
are too many melancholy inſtances of the truth 
and juſtice, of your obſervations, returned Mr. 
Fhernhill, and ſurely too much care cannot be 
taken in placing young people abroad for educa- 
tion, as on their early habits and youthful pre- 
judices, the happineſs. of ſociety muſt chiefly' 
depend. 970 Ert! un. 4 
Lady Beaumont propoſing a walk in the gar-: 
den, the converſation took a more general turn, 
and Sir Charles had the happineſs of entertain- 
ing Miſs Maybank a ſew minutes alone, of 
Which, no doubt, he made the beſt advantage. 
In the evening the gentlemen returned to Town, 
and nothing material took place for ſeveral days, 
but a letter from Lady Godfrey from Bath, in 
which ſnhe informed her friend, Lord Sum- 
mers had offered himſelf; to her ſiſter, and was 
accepted; that he even expreſſed a degree: of 
pleaſure at hearing Sir Charles Frankly was per- 
mitted to bope, having a very high eſteem for that 
| „ ö gen- 
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gentleman ; ſhe added, that an event of much 
conſequence to Mrs. Hargrave and herſelt would 
bring them early to Town, to make preparations: 
for a ſituation they could no longer conceal, and 
likewiſe as ſhe hoped, to celebrate the wedding 
of her ſiſter, and that of her amiable friend.” 
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CHAP. XXXIV. 


A PARENT'S HOPES ANNIHILATED. 


NE morning as Lady Beaumont and her 
niece were ſeated at breakfaſt, Mr. 'Thorn- 
hill was announced, the ladies eagerly examined 
his looks as he entered, the expreſſion of his 
countenancealarmed Lady Beaumont, ſhe ſtarted, 
my dear Mr. Thornhill have you letters from 
Bruſſels ? demanded ſhe, *© I have, madam, re- 
plied he, do not hurry yourſelf, you will ver 
ſoon embrace Sir William.” <« ]s it poſſible 
the cried in a tranſport of joy, is he really on his 


- return ?” „He will certainly be here in a day or 


. 
4 N 11 4 - two; 


4 
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two; I have a letter from Lord Stormer, wherein 
he tells me Sir William, and Captain Worthy, 
the ſon of that Worthy who has ſhewn him fo 
many civilit ies, left Bruſſels the preceding day 
on their way to England.“ But good God ! ſaid 
ſhe; why did he not write to me; and Mr. 
Thompſon, what, does be remain theres ie yes, 
madam, anſwered Mr. "Thornhill, with an emo- 
tion he could not ſuppreſs, he is fixed at Bruſſels,” 
Lady Beaumont looked earneſtly at him, “ you 
conceal fomething from me, Mr. Thornzhill, 
our looks tell me I have ſome unpleaſant intel- 
igence'to hear, do not kill me with ſuſpenſe, 
tell me, I beſeech you, at once, if any evil has © 
befallen my ſon.“ I do not wiſh to deceive you, 
madam, Lord Stormer writes me, the health of 
Sir William is very mueh impaired, defires I will 
prepare you for a great alteration in his perſon, 
which a violent illneſs has occafioned, but which 
he hopes his native air may reſtore : at the ſame 
time, added he, ſceing her tutn pale and very 
much agitated,” he defres to congratulate you on 
"x an entire-reformati6n in his conduct and princi- 
= ples, which this illneſs has brought about. Ah 
ſaid ſhe, ſhedding tears, ſmall are my hopes as 
to that reformation, but his health! alas I do 
not wonder that 8'mjured; grant Heaven, added 
the, earneſtly, that he may ve to be ſenſible of | 
his follies, and enjoy that happineſs which reſults 
from a ſincere repentance, it - ſhall be my care 
and unremitting ſtudy to watch over his conſtitu- 
tion, and I hope, reſtore him to comfort my 
dechne of life.“ But tell me, my good friend, 
in what ſituation does the worthy Thompſon 
remain? Mr. Thornhill was ſtaggered at the 
queſtion, he changed eolour and heſitated, at 
laſt he ſaid, ' when Mr. Thompſon found himſelt 
Ns OY | no 
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no longer uſeful to Sir William, his friend, Mr. 
Worthy, got him appointed ſecretary to the 
Britiſh miniſter. | Indeed! returned ſhe, I am 
extremely happy to hear his going abroad with 
my ſon has turned out ſo beneficial. to him; but 
though he has given up the annuity, he- ſhall 
find I will be more grateful. to him than his ill- 
judging companion was. It was with difficulty. 
Mr. Thornhill could ſuppreſs his emotions; he 
obſerved,, Captain Worthy's coming to: England: 
with Sir William was a very - fortunate circum- 
ſtance, as being but in indifferent health, it was 
very unfit he ſhould have travelled alone; he 
entered into a detail of Lord Stormer's marriage, 
and they all expreſſed much fatisfaQtion in the 
proſpect of happineſs before him. Mr. Thorn- 
hill, in the evening returned to Town, and 
left the ladies much engaged in ordering prepa- 
rations for the reception of Sir William and his 
friend: Lady Beaumont very naturally felt a 
thouſand anxieties reſpecting her ſon, and his 
return ſo ſuddenly determined upon, and which; 
ſhe judged. muſt be owing to the advice of his. 
phyficians,, filled. her with a. thouſand appre= 
henſions. a y 
Four days paſſed in anxious expectation; on 
the fifth, about noon a travelling equipage drove 
up to the gate, and the ſervants livery was im- 
mediately known for Sir William's; her lady- 
ſhip's emotions were ſo great ſhe could not riſe 
from her. chair, Miſs. Maybank flew into the. 
hall, but involuntarily retreated when ſhe beheld 
the pale emaciated figure of Sir William, ſup- 
ported by Captain. Worthy and his ſervant, and 
rather carried than walking, ſhe uttered an ex- 
elamation, but recovering herſelf, opened the 


dining parlour, and conducted them in there 2 
a © 


. 
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he was placed in an arm chair, and his ſervant; 


gave him a cordial he had with him, and which 
ſeemed to revive him. Maſs Maybank welcomed, 
both gentlemen and, apologized for her firſt ſur- 
riſe; but I ſee, ſaid ſhe, fatigue exhauſted your 
2 my dear Sir William, and you are al- 
ready getting better. We are truly ſenſible of 
the kindneſs of Captain Worthy, in honoring 
us with his company. Lady Beaumont who had 
recovered. her firſt ſhock, now entered the room, 
but what were her feelings when ſhe. beheld her 
ſon reclined in the chair without the leaſt ap- 
pearance of animation | Great God f ſhe ex- 
claimed, what a return is this, O, my dear Wil- 
liam ! unable to ſay more, ſhe flung herſelf. on 
his neck and wept aloud. Captain Worthy 
withdrew to the window, the poor ſick man, his 
ſpirits a little recovered, kiſſed his mother's 
cheek, „ do not diſtreſs yourſelf, my dear ma- 
dam; I am not ſo ill as I appear to be, only I 
obliged Capt. Werthy to hurry for the two or: 
three laſt ſtages, and was at firſt overcome with 
fatigue, I. am already better, indeed I am.” 
Lady Beaumont, on this ſpeech, endeavored to 
recollect herſelf, and turning to Captain Worthy, 
who advanced towards her ;. ** pardon me, fir, 
ſaid ſhe, if. concern for my fon, made me inat- 
tentive to the obligations I. owe you, believe 
me, [I feel your kindneſs, and hope you will ac- 
cept my beſt thanks for the honor of your com- 
pany here, particularly as your humanity alone 
could induce you to confer this favor at ſueh 
a time.” Captain. Worthy made a very polite. 
anſwer; and Sir William ſoon recovered ſuffici- 
ently to be removed up ſtairs in the drawing- 
room, and placed on a ſofta—having taken ſome 
refreſhments 3 Lady Beaumont again expreſſed 
her 
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her obligations to Captain Worthy and his fa- 
mily, and rejoiced in the happineſs of Lord Stor- 
mer and his lady; then turning to her fon, ho- 
did you leave your old friend Mr. Thompſon, 
I was extremely glad to hear af his good fortune, 
and I hope you'parted on amicable terms? On 
the - firſt mention of Thompſon, Sir Wilham 
ſtarted with ſurpriſe, but when his mother men- 
tioned his good fortune, his emotions and a croud 
of painful images overcame Win 5 r nen a 
— lh. „he fainted away. | 

Aaptairt Worthy, who was attentive to his 
motions, caught him in his arms and preſer ved 
him from falling, Lady Beaumont, terrified be- 
8 expreſſion, was: in little better condition, 

the houſe-keeper attending, with the aſſiſt- 
ance of Miſs Maybank and the captain, he was 
recovered, and it was judged moſt proper to have 
him conveyed to bed, which was foon done, his 
poor mother attending under an afffiction more 
eaſily conceived than deſcribed. Mifs Maybank 
and Captain Worthy remaining in the drawing- 
room, ſhe 'could not reftrain her tears, my poor 
aunt, ſaid ſne, what a ſevere ſhock has ſhe to 
ſuſtain ! for I fear Sir William is paſt all hopes 
of recovery. Before the captain could reply, 
Mr. Thornhill and Sir Charles Frankly were 
announced, ſhe introduced the gentlemen to 
each other, and then, defcribing the ſituation 
of Sir William and the preceding ſeene, ſhe 
ſaid, it is very plain my poor couſin cannot 
ſupport the idea ef Mr. Thompſon, I think, 
therefore, I had better acquaint my aunt of that 
gentleman's death, but leave her to ſuppoſe it a 
natural event, occaſioned by a fever, and that 
her fon's grief, .rendered it neceſſary his name 
mould never be mentioned in his prefence.” 


The 


* 
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The gentlenien all coincided, in the ſame opi - 
nion; Miſs Maybank left them to ſee how her 
aunt was, and whom ſhe found fitting by her 
ſon, who, too weak and languid to bold 1 the leaſt 
convetſation, had dropped aſleep, ſhe entreated 
Lady Beaumont to leave the room to the houſe- 
5 — but ſhe refuſed to quit it, .I have ſent 
for a phyſician and an experienced nurſe, ttill 
they come, I muſt remain here, apologize for 
me,: added ſhe to Captain Worthy, and exert 
urſelf to entertain him; I am endeavoring to 
reconcile myſelf to the dreadful judgment I ex- 
to hear when the phyſician arrives; he is 
fallen into a compoſed fleep for the preſent, nor, 
would I have him diſturbed for the world; go 
then, my dear Louiſa, try to entertain our reſ- 
peQable 
. Miſs Maybank returned to the company Sir 
Charles Frankly, with the moſt friendly polite- 
neſs, requeſted Captain Worthy would do him 
the honor to become his gueſt, till an alteration 
in Sir William's health left the ladies more at 
— to pay him the attention he deſerved ; 


the captain expreſſed his ſenſe of an offer ſo 


friendly, which, he ſaid, he would not make 


the leaſt difficulty in accepting, ſhould the judg- 
ment of the phyſician prove unfavorable to their 
wiſnes. 1 Think, ſaid Mr. Thornhill, the 
beſt method will be to remain at Richmdnd;: ſup» 
poſe we get a lodging for us all, there will be no 
difficulty 1 believe, thoſe two gentlemen may 
remain, I ſhall go to Town two or three times a 
week, or oftener if there is any occaſion, and 


- Miſs Maybank will not be deprived of your 


but Mifs Maybank ſaid, ſhe was 1 


company and aſſiſtance if wanted.” This pro- 
poſal met with the approbation of th 


2 


would 
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would not conſent to the removal of Captain 


Worthy; bur if you, gentlemen, will have a 


lodging and endeavor to amuſe Captain Worthy, 
we ſhall feel ourſelves grateful for your politne(s.” 
The matter was thus ſettled, and Sir Charles 
Frankly, not a little delighted he had permifſion 
to be ſo near, and have fo good an excuſe for his 
frequent viſits. The phyſician at length arrived, 
and Miſs Maybank accompanied him to the pa- 
tient's apartment, he was juſt awake, and taking 


a little jelly; Lady Beaumont, when the doctor 
approached and felt his pulſe, ſcarcely breathed, ſo 


great was her agitation, ſhe examined his coun- 


tenance, but from thence ſhe could gain no in- 


formation ; after having wrote and given direc- 
tions he retired ;. the poor lady motioned for her 
niece to follow and obtain his opinion hen he 
eame into the drawing-room Miſs Maybank ſaid, 
I almoſt fear to aſk you, fir, what you think of 
Sir William's cafe. It would anſwer no pur- 


_ poſe to deceive you, madam, replied he, *tis a 


broken conſtitution and a rapid decline, the fa- 
tigue of the journey has exhauſted him, I think 
he will hardly ſurvive three days.” Good Good !: 


' cried the young lady, .claſping her hands, what 
will become of my poor aunt ? how will fhe 


fupport a ſtroke ſo dreadful, and. who fhall pre- 
pare her for it? ** I will, madam, returned the 
doctor, I am accuſtomed to ſuch melancholy 
ſcenes, Lady Beaumont is a pious and a ſenſible 
woman, and however afflictive the degrees of, 
Providence ſometimes appear to us, we know, 
in this liſe we are born to ſuffer, and that *tis 


our duty to be refigned. I ſhall remain with 


you, my good —_ lady, this night, ſuch is 
the nature of his diſorder, that, perhaps, he 

may not exiſt twenty - four hours. Poor: Miſs 
en May bank 
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Maybank heard this judgment like a fentence of 


death, her concern for her aunt ſwallowed 'up 
her grief for the untimely fate of her couſin, 
and when ſhe returned to his apartment, and 
requeſted Lady Beaumont to go down to the 
hyfician, ſhe was more dead than alive. Her 
dyſhip roſe without ſpeaking, and haſtily left 
the room, Miſs Maybank deſired the houſe- 
keeper to follow, ſhe remained with only the 
nurſe. Sir William looked earneſtly at her ſor 
ſome time, then feebly attempting to take her 
hand; God bleſs you my deareſt couſin, ſaid 
he, comfort my mother, I do not deſerve her 
tears, they wound my ſoul; yet I rejoice that I 
ſhall die with her; you will be her child, you will 
love and honor her. O Miſs Maybank! he 
pauſed; unable to proceed for a minute, ſeeing 
her emotion, do not weep, I repent fincerely 
of all my vices, ever ſince the death of poor 
Thompſon I have repented, but was I to live, 
who knows what crimes I might again fall into; 
Jam reſigned to death: my poor mother, :I-feel 
only for her, protect and comfort her, oh mer- 
ciful Father | may you, my deareſt couſin, be 
happy.” Theſe laſt words were ſpoke with ex- 
treme difficulty, and he lay quite exhauſted for 
ſome time. The houſe-keeper returned evi- 
dently much hurried, and deſired Miſs Maybank. 
would go to her aunt. r Ort 
The young lady roſe; and, with trembling ſteps, 
went into the drawing - room, where ſhe found 
Lady Beaumont juſt recovered from a fainting 
fit, the phyſician was with her, the other gen- 
tlemen had withdrawn; O, Loeuifa | cried Lady: 
Beaumont, pity a wretched mother, alas | ho- 
ſoon to loſe that name; a violent burſt of tears 
prevented words, though it in ſome meaſure re- 
lie ved 
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lie ved the oppreſſion of her heart. Miſs May- 
bank could only weep in filence, to ſpeak com- 
fort was not in her power, and fhe knew eonſo- 
lation for irremediable evils muſt ariſe from 
reflection, and ſubmifhon to the decrees of Hea- 
ven; ſhe reſpected the ſorrow of her aunt without 
attempting to remove it. When Lady Reau- 
mont recoveted her ſpeech, ſhe ſaid, let me 
return to his room, let him expire in my arms, 
that I may fultil my duty in receiving his laſt. 
breath. Gracious God, cried ſhe, raiſi ng her 
eyes to Heaven, ſupport me under this heavy 
affliction, let me not murmur at thy decrees, but 
let the widowed: parent loſe her laſt hold, her 
only tye on earth, without arraigning the juſtice 
of Providence t ſhe aroſe and returned to his bed- 
fide, the phyſician accompanying her; he ſaw 
his patient was drawing on apace; indeed when 
he named three days to Miſs Maybank it was 
meerly to prepare her; for he ſaw that he was 
very near his end, he had, by degrees, been 
more explicit with her aunt, and ſhe now every 
moment ex pected the dreaded event. She took 
his hand, he attempted to put her's to his lips, 
but he had not ſtrength. My dear mother! 
Heaven bleſs and comfort you ! was all he could 
utter, and that with great difficulty; he ſoon 
after fell into a doze and lay till near ſeven in 
the morning very quiet; he then waked with 
two of three heavy ſighs, Lady Beaumont was 
kneeling by his fide, he looked at her, attempted; 
to ſpeak, his lips only moved, and in a few mi- 

nutes with another ſigh, he cloſed them for ever 
Speechleſs and:inanimate the poor lady was con- 
veyed to her apartment, where we muſt throw a 
veil over her grief, ſortows like her's are not 5 


- 
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he expreſſed by words, the widow and the child- 
leſs parent only can conceive them!!— / 956 

A week paſſed in the moſt melancholy ſtate 
poſſihle; for the firſt three! days Lady Beaumont 
had been extremely ill, but the attentive kind- 
neſs of her niece, and her pious reſignation to 
the Almighty will, reſtrained the violence of her 
grief, and though ſhe ſuffered inexpreſſible mi- 
ſery, ſhe endeavored to ſupport it like a chriſtian-- 
Mr. "Thornhill, her conſtant friend, attended 
and exerted himſelf in all the neceſſary orders, 
and when the funeral was over, and all her 
friends ſtrove. to divert her mind from dwelling 
too much on thoſe melancholy ideas which na- 
turally occured, ſhe tried to be grateful and 
diſguiſe her feelings. Thie firſt fight of Captain 
Worthy gave her utterable pangs, but after two 
or three interviews, ſhe became more reconciled, 
and only lamented he had unfortunately been 
introduced tothe houſe of mourning. 

Sir William had been dead about three weeks, 
when one day ſhe was moſt agreeably ſurpriſed by 
the arrival of Lady Stanley and Mrs. Warner, 
the meeting was a moſt affecting one, the ladies 
told her they came to ſpend a fortnight with her, 
and no vifit ſurely was more fortunately timed; 
thoſe old friends contributed more to reſtore her 
tranquillity, than any other kind of conſolation 
could have done. Sir Charles Frankly took the 
opportunity of theſe ladies arrival, to tear him- 
ſelf, for a ſhort time, from his beloved Miſs - 
Maybank, and accompany Captain Worthy /:to | 
Town, where, as a ſtranger, he might partake 
of its various amuſements; the captain, de- 
lighted with the polite and friendly attentions'of 
Sir Charles, gladly accepted his invitation, and 
they took leave of Richmond for a ſhort time, 


. two 
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two days after Lady Stanley came. Mrs. War- 
ner took Miſs Maybank aſide one morning, and 
mentioned a letter ſhe had received about a fort- 
night before from Mrs. Harris, her youngfriend, at 
the Spa, I was fearful ſaid ſhtie,. of communicat- 
ing this letter before Lady Beaumont, as it muſt 
revive many unpleaſant ideas, but I wiſh you to 
read it and you may inform her of the contents 
at à proper time. Phe letter Miſs Maybank 
read, after ſome family matters, was as follows, 
*© about three days ago we viſited a family, to 


whom we were recommended, where we found 
ee who had the traces of melancholy very 


ibly imprinted on her countenanee, there was 
ah elegance in her manners that ſpoke the well 
bred woman, but fuch a profound ſadneſs, that 
although the lady paid her very particular atten- 
tion, ſhe ſcarce ſpoke, and took leave at a very 
early hour. I found myſelf continued Mrs.“ 
Harris, much intereſted for her, and enquired” 
her name, as ſhe appeared to be our country- 
woman, her name is Rivers, replied our friend, 
and I will acquaint you with what I-know con- 
cerning her. Some time ago this lady took 
apartments at the next houſe, ſhe had only a 
woman ſervant with her, and from her languid 
countenance it appeared ſne came here as a va- 
letudinarian ; I frequently ſaw: her go out, but 
ſne appeared not to know any perſon, nor have 
any recommendations, which was rather Ithought 
extraordinary. About ſix weeks ago, returning 
from a viſit, I ſaw ſeveral perſons about the door 
of the next houſe, and on- enquiry heard a lady 
wholodgedthere had been overturned in a carriage 
that one of her arms was broke in a moſt ſhocking 
manner, and ſhe was ſuppoſed to be otherwiſe 
much hurt, that ſhe was juſt then conveyed into- 
OR! the 
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the houſe ſenſeleſs ; I felt myſelf, continued ſhe, 
very much affected by this account, and com- 
mon humanity induced me to go in and ſee if I 
could be of any ſervice, I found the poor lady in 
a moſt deplorable condition, juſt reſtored to her 
ſenſes, and the ſurgeon that moment entered, I 
could not ſtay the operation, but advanced to the 
bed and aſſured her, myſelf and every thing in 
my houſe was at her, ſervice, and I would wait 
on her again when ſhe was more compoſed, ſhe 
could not ſpeak and I withdrew. The ſurgeon, 
at my requeſt, called upon me, when he had 
. finiſhed his painful taſk ; he told me the arm was 
ſo much hurt that if it was poſſible to preſerve it 
ſne certainly would loſe the uſe of it, that ſue 
was otherwiſe much bruiſed, and he was appre- 
henſive a dangerous fever would enſue; much 
affected at this relation, I returned before. bed - 
time to ſee how ſhe was, her condition was dread- 
ful, in-agonies of pain, I ſent my own woman 
to fit up with her that night, and in the morn- 
ing ſent her a very good woman as a nurſe. - As 
the. ſurgeon feared. a violent fever enſued, ſhe 
was delirious three days, | repeatedly raving 
about a daughter, Sir William Beaumont, Lady 
Beaumont, Monſieur Renier, and ſeveral. other 
names. Her life for above a week was deſpaired 
of, but through the fkill of a worthy phyſician 
and ſurgeon, the fever began to abate, and the 
appearance of her arm took a 'more; favorable 
turn than was at firſt expected. It was full a 
month before ſhe was able to. fit up. and moye 
about; I viſited her every day, ſhe. had no ac- 
quaintance, nor did I know, where ſhe came from, 


- 


but ſhe appeared plunged, in a profound melan- 


; choly, and her eyes ever filled with tears. 0 ; 
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of} One day L took the a requeſt ſhe would 
bemmore pr thu that in time the uſe of 
her arm might be — 2 Ah! madam, re- 
plied ſhe, however great r affliction, it is the 
ſmalleſt part of my miſery. You know not, 
+ madam, how unworthy 1 am of the fa vors you 
3 upon me, but I wifl not ſuffer yo any 
to be dedeived; ſhe then, though I vainly 
endatvored to oppoſe her, related to me her 
- whole hiſtory, which you will excuſe my repeat= 
I found the had been a woman of faſhion 
And forane, but gay, diffipated, and ſhe ſaid, 
criminal; the (accuſed herſelf of deſtroying an 
- amiable daughter hy bad example and pernicious 
- precepts-5 ſhe mentioned Sir William and Lady 
- Beaumont, the firſt as inſtrumental to the death 
of her child, the” other as amiable and good, I 
- fourtd ſhe had been deceived by a ſharper under 
the name of Renier, who had robbed her, and 
whom ſhe was in purſuit of at Aix. She aid, 
eke dreadful aceident which had befallen her, and 
the profpe@ of death had brought her to a ſenſe 
- of al her crimes and miſeonduct, that having a 
mall independence, which neeeſſity would oblige 
her to retain ; foon as ſhe recoveted ſne deſigned 
to retire bemk Where in the environs of this place, 
for to England ſhe never eould return, and ſpend 
the remainder of her life in deep repentance.” 
When ſhe had concluded her narrative, ſaid t he 
| lady, 1 ſoothed and comforted her, 1 promiſed 
5 117 y friendſh dſhip, 1 applauded her reſolution, 
And py. ga neut littte box about a mile from 
Aix, 13 „children, when young, reſided, 


Toffered it t6 Her which the gratefully accepted; 
this day is only the ſecond time of her being out, 
and in oder week ſnhe removes to her cottage, 


where I ſhall be * conſtant viſitors and ſome- 
times 
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times prevail on her to reſide with me here; . 
Seel myſelf intereſted tor her, and ſure to con- 
frm the good purpoſes, and ſpeak peace to an 
afflicted and dnp heart is both! a pleaſure 
and a duty. When the lady had ſatisfied: our 
curioſity, continued Mrs. Harris, I felt the na- 
tural eam paſſion for a perſon undet ſuch eiroum- 
ſtances, particularly as Sir William and Lad. 
Beaumont were concerned in her relation ; m 
good father, Me. Harris, who is 'benevolence 
it ſelf, requeſted 4 would write to you and obtain 
ſome little information from Lady Beaumont 
reſpecting Mrs. Rivers, if that is her real nam 
And if we find her ſtory true he will add to t 
little independence ſhe mentioned; and enable 
her to purſue her good purpoſes without feeling 
any pecuniary diſfficulties; as a countrywoman 
and our fellow creature, he ſays, * *tis our duty 
to aſſiſt her. Mrs. Harris concluded her letter 
with rejoicing in the re-eſtabliſhment of her good 
father's health, and as! Repeat: ſhe 11155 
with his beloved ſon 
When Miſs Maybank had peruſod the letter, 
the-degrininted Mrs: Warner. with evefy circum- 
Nance relative to Mrs. and Miſs Rivers, and 
added, that ſhe! was perſuaded her aunt would 
readily give the penitent · mother ſuch an addition 
to her income, as might preclude the neceſſity of 
being obliged to ſtrangers,” and there by tefſemrn 
her conſequence among them, and the under- 
took to mention it to her the firſt favorable op- 
rtunity. A day or two after this converſation, 
Miſs Maybank being with her aunt alone in her 
dreſſing- room; her ladyſnip had been talking 
over ſome melancholy circumſtances that had 
. paſſed, when ſhe all at once, with a deep figh, 
Laid, * what is become of that unhappy 
| woman, 


woman, Mrs. Rivers 2 her niece: eagerly 


— 
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caught, 
the queſtion, and without heſitation repeated 
every thing contained in Mrs. Harris's letter. 
Her ladyſhip ſhed a torrent of tears; poor wo- 
man, ecried ſhe, is ſne then at laſt ſenſible of her 
folly, what a fituation is her's, and how bitter 


That grief which reſſedtion teils us we thave 
brought upon ourſel ves j it is my duty ſo prevefn 


her from knowing pecuniary difficulties; alas 
we are fellow ſufferers, and if ſhe feels remorſe 
from the recollection of her paſt follies, I feel 
little leſs from the remembrance of fatal indul- 
encies, and improper. conduct, which has 
ought on à train of ills, and rendered me mi- 
ſerable for life..; After: ſome ſtruggles to ſubdue 
her grief, Lady: Beaumont defired / Miſs May- 
bank to write to Mr. Harris, that>it was her wiſhto 
ſettle on Mrs. Rivers two hundred poundsa year 
for her life, which, ſaid ſhe, with the hundred 
pounds already ſettled, will make a genteel in- 
dependence, and as much as is neceflaty, where 
no ſuperfluities can or ought to be wanted; ſne 
reque ſted: him to give Mrs. Rivers ohe hundred 
pounds in advance, and to tell het, Lady Beau- 
mont wauld ſind great pleaſure in hearing from 
ber, and being of ſervice to her at all times. 
Miſs Maybank ſoon executed this pleaſing office, 


and felt a ſupreme delight in communicating 


ee and aſſiſtance. toan / afflictad mind 
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© ADY. N I ah Warns, (Bf) heen 
pre vailed upon to. extend their viſit naar a 
— during which time Sir Charles Frankly 
and Captain Worthy had conſtantly. come down 
three times a week, and, the latter was grown ſo 
extremely attached to Sir Charles, that he looked 
forward with extreme regret | to the, time when 
he ſhquld be compelled to ſeparate, from a com- 
panion ſo amiable. He greatly admired Maſs 
Maybank, and told Sir Charles, „ had. I 'ſeen 
that Lady aengageds 1 could not. als © cs) 
rve 
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ſerved my heart, but as it is, T*rejoice in the ap- 
proaching happineſs you muſt enjoy with ſuch a 
charming young woman, there is no doubt of 

our mutual felicity, for you appear formed for 
eagh other.” He had heard ſeveral times from 
his father, Lord Stormer and the colonel, all at 
Brufſels was peace and happineſs ; they had been 
deeply affected at the death of Sir William, 
though it was an event they were prepared to 
expect, and Lord Stormer was impreſſed with 
the higheſt gratitude to providence, which, by 
bringing him to a ſenſe of hi, errors, had en- 
abled him to enjoy happineſs, and look forward 
with tranquillity and hope; yet at times he felt 
the conſequence of his follies, in lay ing him 
under a ſenfe of the obligations he owed his 
charming wife, and her reſpectable friends, and 
this was all the drawback his felicity allowed of, 
and which ſerved as a ſtimulus to engage him to 
perſevere in the paths of virtue. 

Lady Stanley and Mrs. Warner, after near a 
months reſidence, took leave and returned totown, 
where Lady Beaumont promiſed to follow them in 
another month or fix weeks ; Sir Charles Frankly, 
Captain Worthy, and Mr. Thornhill fat off to 
ſpend a week at Bath, and then return with all 
their friends to Town tor the winter. During 
this time Lady Beaumont and her ſolicitor, ſet- 
tled all her affairs, the title and sſtate of Sion 
Park, reverted to a diſtant branch of her huſ- 
band's family, her own fortune and jointure ſhe 
was at liberty to diſpoſe of, and ſhe accordingly 
made her will and ſettled it on Miſs Maybank, 
who was little Teſs dear to her than her own 
child, and whoſe affeAionate care hail cer- 
tainly prevented her from ſinking under the late 

heavy calamity. Ah] faid ſhe, when finiſhing 
r th is 


* 
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this buſineſs, the felutance with which I quit- 
ed my beloved retirement, and the prophetic 
ſigh which almoſt burſt my heart, was too ſute 
a preſage of my future misfortunes, and that 
ſhould ſee that dear abode of peace and happi- 
neſs no more | to ſee you united to a worthy 
virtuous man, my dear Louiſa, is the only com? 
fort I have to look forward to, and I have little 
doubt of your happineſs with Sir Charles Frank- 
ly; a man who has no wilful errors, no crimes 
or deccits to reproach himſelf with, who has 
4 ſenſe, an amiable diſpoſition, and an af- 
fectionate heart: ſuch a man promiſes a woman 
in an union with him, all the felicity this world 
is capable of beſtowing, In about ten days af- 
ter the gentlemen went io Bath, they returned 
with Sir James and Lady Godfrey, Mr. and 
Mrs. Hargrave, Miſs Raikſon, Miſs Gerrard 
and Lord Summers; Lady Summers ſtaid ano- 
ther fortnight and hoped to prevail on Mrs. 
Minors to return with her. The whole ſet of 
friends paid a viſit to Richmond, and prevailed 
on the ladies to return to Stanhope-ſtreet the 
following week. Lord Summers, entirely cured 
of his paſſion for Miſs Maybank, and warmly 
attached to Miſs Raikſon, congratulated Sir 
Charles on his ſucceſs; I can tell you, though, 
ſaid he, ſmiling, that had not pride ſtepped in, 
and bid me feel too haughty to marry a woman 
who wiſhed to be freed from me, you never 
would have had the proſpe& before you; long 
and ſevere were my ſtruggles, but pride con- 
quered, and proves that on ſome occaſions tis a 
neceſſary virtue. | 
They had now been in Town about a month, 
2 making for the marriages of 
ord Summers and Mr. Thornhill, Sir Charles 
entreated 


} 
| 
N 
| 
1 
5 
| 
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Beaumont, and having an opportunity, one 


"Y 


entreated the latter to intercede for him to Lady 


morning, of entertaining Miſs Maybank alone, 
he ventured to hint his wiſhes, that his happy 
day might bethe ſame, as was to confirm the hap- 
pineſs of their common friends; Miſs Maybank 
above affectat ion or diſguiſe, and equally inca- 
pable of trifling with a heart devoted to her, 


referred him to her aunt, and promiſed to be 


governed by her advice ; Sir Charles flew to Mr. 
Thornhill, who, with great pleaſure, undertook 
the commiſſion, - and +: 15 moſt favorably heard 
by Lady Beaumont, ſhe faid, the only felicity 
ſhe could now expect, was, the marriage of her 
niece, and, wich great pleafore, The fhould re- 
ſign her to Sir Charles Ftankly, with whom ſhe 
was every hour more fatished. *Confent being 
thus obtained, happineſs ſhone in every counte- 
nance, Captain Worthy [promiſed to remain 
with Sit Charles for a month after their union, and 
every one of the parties looked forward with 
bright hope and pleaſing ex pectation fer the 
completion of their wiſhes. The day at ſength 
arrived, fo much deſired, Lord Summers and 
Miſs Raikſon, Sir Charles Frankly and Miſs 
Maybank, Mr. Thornhill and Mifs Gerrard 
were all happily united at St. George's church; 
unmediately:after the ceremony they fet off for 
Richmond; where they ſpent the day and re- 
turned to Town in the evening 3- Lady Beau- 
mont, at Lady Fraukiy's requeſt, acrompanied 
her niete to Sir Chatles's hduſe, in Poftman- 
ſquite, 'where the promiſed to reſide for the re- 
mainder of her days. e 

Thus, after ſuffetingt much diſtreſs, and hav- 
ing her heart torn with anguiſh- for the errors 
and recent doath of a beloved „ 
518 1nd ue 
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ſhe ever deeply regretted, as originatiag from 


her miſtaken fondneſs, and the errors of educa- 
tion, ſhe paſſed the remainder of er life ii peace, 
contemplating with tranſport the mutual felicity 


of Sir Charles and Lady Frankly, and looking 


forward without fear or reluQtance to the happy 
hour which ſhould re-unite her to a beloved hut- 


hand and much lamented ſon. Sir Charles and © 


Lady Frankly enjoyed through their lives that 
uninterrupted happineſs which reſults from the 
practice of virtue; they partook of the amuſe- 
ments of the Town in compliance with cuſtom 
and faſhion, without making them the buſineſs 
of their lives; domeſtic pleaſures were to them 
the ſource, of every joy, and to ſmooth the 
down-hill of Lady Beaumont's days, and reſtore 
bor tranquillity, their chief ſtudy. They were 
bleſt with a young family as amiable as their pa- 
rents; and, by ſuperintending their education 
themſelves, and adding the force of example to 
the precepts they inculcated, had the inexpreſ- 
ſible Uclight of ſeeing their children good and 
happy. Lord and Lady Summers, Sir James 
and Lady Godfrey, Mr. and Mrs. Hargrave 
and Mr. hid Mrs. Thornhill, lived all happy 
and reſpected, and in a conſtant habit of friend- 
ſhip with the F ranklys. Captain Worthy, after 


enjoying the h * of his agreeable friends, 


returned to Bruſſels, where, in his own family, 
he found he had ole changed one ſcene of fe 


city for another, and had liberty, to engage his 


[:ngtith friends would pay them a viſit the fol- 
lowing ſummer. 
The other characters who had not deſer ved, 


could not expect to enjey equal happineſs. Mrs. 


Minors returned from Bath with her grandmo- 


ther. but the reſtraint of ber company being 
grown 


. 
—— 
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grown _— to her, ſhe took an'elegant houſe 
in Town, entered largely into every folly and 
' diſhpation, and with comfarative (mall income, 
contrived to ſpend three times the annual a- 
mount; Lord Delinot ſtill continued his devoirs, 
and as her routes were ſplendid, and her enter- 
tainments elegant; ſhe was never at a lots for a 
'eroud of frivolous company, who are to be 
found every where but at home. Her uncle and 
grandmother remonſtrated, to no purpoſe, gid- 
dv, vain and indiſcreet, whilſt ſhe could he flat- 
tered and admired, no admonitions, were attends 
ed to: but alas! poor lady! a very few years 
deprived her of beauty and popu'arity, then envy 
and cenſure opened their malignant tongues, 
which, while ſhe was in the high day of faſhion 
had been awed into ſilence ; deſerted by her ad- 
ntirers, given up by her pretended friends, em- 
barraſſed in her circumſtances, where could ſhe 
look for comfort ? *twas then her real friends, 
her relations ſtepped into her relief, they brought 
her to a ſenſe of her follies, and unable to ſup- 
p-rt the contempt of a croud where ſhe was once 
the idol, ſhe retired into the country, and drag- 
ged on a melancholy exiſtence, incapable of 
looking back with pleaſure or forward with hope. 
Her only conſolation was the attention of Lord 
and Lady Summers, who ſtrove to give her that 
right turn of mind -which might reconcile her 
to herſelf by a performance of religious duties 
which they. made pleaſant to her by example ; 
but early habits are difhcult 'to ſubdue and the 
ſame inattention which prevented her from pro- 
fit ing by education in her juvenile days, per- 
vaded in all her duties; ſhe lived without plea- 
ſure, and ended her days with regret and re- 
morſe at the early age of thirty two. Mrs. Ri- 
5 4h vers, 
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vers, penetrated. with the warmeſt gratitude! to 
J. ady Beaumont, accepted of her bounty, ſhe 
was really become a true penitent ; ſhe retired a 
little diſtance from Aix, and lived a life of re- 
pentance and remorſe ; ſhe frankly acknowledg- 
all her errors to the good lady who firſt took 
notice of her, and owned they originated from 
vanity and folly, ſhe bitterly regretted the death 
of her daughter, who, ſhe ſaid, fell: a victim to 
a wrong mode of education, were only'exterior 
accompliſhments Ke attended to, and * re 
valuable endowments of the mind entirely. ne- 
glected with a ſtrong ſenſe of her miſcondudt 
and continual remorſe, and the ſhock her conſti- 
tution received from an accident ſhe never 
thoroughly recovered, ſhe lived but a few. years, 
and thoſe were full of ſorrow, but at her death 
ſhe expired as became a chriſtian, in deep peni- 
tence, and humbly truſting. that it might be ac- 
cepted at the throne of grade. 
And now my young friends, behold, in the 
examples before you, the very little happineſs to 
be attained by the poſſeſſion of riches, beauty, 
or ſuperficial accompliſhments ; all which ares 
defirable when united with, good ſenſe, a ſteady 
judgment, and a ſtrict obſervance of our ſeveral 
dut.es 3 but without the more eſtimable improve- 
ment of the mind, obtain only a partial admi- 
ration from the gay and unthinking part of the 
world, which, a flight illpeſs, a diminution of 
fortune, may interrupt; and advanced years 
muſt aſſuredly deſtroy. Where then is the te- 
'* courſe of the admired belle or gay diſſipated man 
of faſhion? flattery, ; admiration and refpe& -: 
changed in contempt and reproach, they look 
back with regret on their miſpent-time, never to 


be recalled; and without one real friend, one 
a ſelf- 
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ſelf· approving reflection; drag on à miſerable 
er iſtence and end their days deſpiſed and unla- 
mented !] but in the examples of Miſs Maybank, 
Mrs. Harris, and their amiable friends, behold 
the. happineſs which is attendant on goodneſs, 
_ and a generous ſelf-denial; the effect. 
a good education, and good principles. Reſ-- 
pected and eſteemed by the judicious part f 
mankind, they enjoyed all the felicity this world 
4 capable of beſto wing; „ the eve of life, 
| more defirable apprtion of theif own 
heart from tlie gonſciouſneſs of having per- 
formed to the beſt of their abilities, thoſe duties 


* 


which conſtitute the happineſs of ſociety, and 


'by-the-moſt! amiable examples trained up their 


. e er the en of. every virtue. I 


